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OUR  WINTER  NUMBER. 


The  next  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be 
the  Winter  Number.  We  shall  begin  to  put  it  to  press 
as  soon  as  this  is  off,  therefore  any  person  or  firm  who 
wishes  to 

Put  a  Good  Advertisement  in  it 
•should  secure  space  and  give  their  instructions  to  the 
publisher  not  later  than  Tuesday  next.  He  will  close 
'his  books  for  the  Number  on  that  day.  This  oppor. 
tunity  for  good  advertising  should  not  be  missed ;  in 
addition  to  circulating  the  Number  to  11,000  of  the  best 
buyers  of  druggists'  and  allied  goods  i  n  the  world,  every- 
one in  the  Canadian  drug-trade  will  get  a  copy  of  it,  and 
we  hope  it  will  be  the  means  of  much  encouraging 

Trade  between  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
After  July  next  the  duty  on  goods  imported  into  Canada 
will  in  all  probability  be  25  per  cent,  less  on  British  goods 
than  on  those  from  our  competitors.  This  will  result  in  a 
great  increase  of  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Dominion,  and  the  earliest  and  livest  houses  will  get  the 
benefit.  The  best  way  to  secure  space  in  our  Winter  Number 
is  to  telegraph  to  "  Chemicus,  London  "  how  much  is  needed, 
and  to  follow  that  up  with  copy  and  instructions  by  post  to 
the  Publisher,  C.  #  D.,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Coloured-supplement  Advertisements. 
These  will  be  received  next  week  until  5  p.m.  on  Thursday 
as  usual. 


The  Position  of  Quicksilver  is  discussed  on  p.  117. 

A  Further  Step  in  the  "saccharin  litigation  is  reported 
(p.  113). 

The  market  and  uses  of  lemongrass  oil  are  dealt  with  on 
p.  119. 

Large  Drug-sales  were  held  on  London  this  week,  and 
are  reported  on  p.  125. 

The  Bovril  Company  ^report  a  "profit  of  over  160. 000?. 
last  year  (p.  121). 

An  Estimate  of  the  present  position  of  the  cinchona- 
market  is  given  on  p.  129. 

Opposition  to  the  Iodine  Convention  is  threatened.  The 
price  may  go  down  any  day  (p.  127). 

Two  of  the  Aberdeen  Jamiesons  who  makejharness- compo- 
sition have  been  in  litigation  (p.  114). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  gives  a  sketch  from  life  of 
Sunday  trade  in  a  pharmacy  in  that  city  (p.  107). 

Many  Students  found  a  difficulty  in  detecting  the 
the  tartaric  radicle  in  the  last  Students'  Corner  competition 
(p.  102). 

A  Dentists'  Company  sued  for  dental-work  done,  but 
failed,  for  though  the  manager  was  registered  the  company 
was  not  (p.  115). 

The  Death  of  Mr.  Coneoy,  the  well-known  chemist  of 
Liverpool,  is  announced.  A  grandson  of  Mr.  William  Allen, 
F.R.S.,  has  also  died  in  Paris  (p.  122). 

The  Chemists'  Ball  took  place  on  Wednesday  night. 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  presided  at  the  supper.  We  note  the  event 
and  the  President's  speech  on  p.  106. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Bolton,  advocates  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  assume  the  duties  of  a  trade- 
union  (p.  111). 

A  Case  is  reported  on  p.  104  in  which  the  Coroner 
advised  the  parents  "  never  to  trust  to  a  chemist."  In  a 
letter  following,  the  chemist  implicated  gives  his  own 
version  of  the  case. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists  and  Manchester 
chemists  have  approved  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  but  the 
former  ask  for  an  impossible  condition,  and  the  latter  are  not 
unanimous  (pp.  109-11). 

A  Grocer  who  sold  paregoric  without  opium  has  been 
fined  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  If  he  had  sold 
it  with  opium,  he  was  told,  he  might  have  been  fined  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  115). 

We  report  two  cases  in  which  prussic  acid  has  been  used 
for  the  purpose  of  suicide  ;  in  one  case  the  poison-register  was 
not  signed,  in  the  other  the  coroner  commented  on  the 
quantity  the  chemist  had  sold  (p.  105). 

At  the  Dinner  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts  Mr. 
Kearley,  M.P.,  intimated  his  intention  to  move  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Address,  unless  a  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
should  be  announced  in  the  Queen's  Speech  (p.  105). 

The  Edinburgh  Assistants'  Association  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  of  producing  the  best  contributions  this  week. 
Mr.  Boa  dealt  with  explosive  substances  in  dispensing,  Mr. 
C.  F.  Henry  with  carbolic  acid  ointment  and  a  wax-mixture, 
Mr.  Duncan  with  resinous  mixtures,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  with 
the  sale  of  poisons  (p.  109). 

Two  Prosecutions  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  the  police 
are  reported  this  week.  In  one  a  London  chemist,  who  had 
supplied  morphia  to  a  lady,  although  asked  not  to  do  so  by 
the  husband,  was  fined  for  not  recording  the  sale.  In  the 
other  a  Nottingham  chemist  was  fined  for  selling  infants'  pre- 
servative containing  opium  not  duly  labelled  (p.  113). 
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Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

THE  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis 
will  be  a  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  exami- 
nation, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof 
is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only 
constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
{accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  Janu- 
ary 26,  and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Febru- 
ary 5.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  mixture  of  salts  distributed  last  month  consisted  of  2 
parts  of  copper  sulphate,  2  parts  of  bismuth  oxynitrate,  and 
1  part  of  potassium  antimony  tartrate. 

The  calculated  composition  of  this  mixture  was  : — 


Bi  

  27-46 

Sb  

  7-11 

Cu  

  10-17 

K  

  2-27 

so4  

  15-40 

N03   

  810 

C4H406   

  8-63 

O   

  3-02 

H,Q   

  17-84 

100-00 

It  contained  as  impurities  traces  of  iron  and  calcium. 
There  were  48  packets  of  the  mixture  of  salts  sent  to 
correspondents,  and  in  reply  we  received  twenty-seven 
reports  of  analyses.  The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the 
several  constituents  of  the  mixture  were  : — Tartaric  radicle, 
15  ;  antimony,  13 ;  nitric  radicle,  10  ;  bismuth,  8  ;  potassium, 
8 ;  copper  1 ;  sulphuric  radicle,  0. 

One  of  the  first  experiments  usually  made  in  the  examina- 
tion of  a  substance  is  to  try  the  effect  of  heat  upon  it.  A 
portion  of  the  powder  placed  in  a  bulb-tube  and  cautiously 
heated  lost  its  light-blue  colour  and  became  dark-brown.  At 
the  same  time  an  empyaromatic  odour,  [suggesting  burnt 
sugar,  was  evolved.  At  a  later  stage  in  the 
heating  it  was  possible  to  detect  a  nitrous 
odour ;  then  there  was  a  very  iperceptible  evolution 
of  sulphur  dioxide.  The  change  of  colour  and  the  burnt 
sugar  odour  were  unmistakable  indications  of  an  organic 
salt,  probably  either  a  tartrate  or  a  citrate.  In  the  course 
of  the  analysis  in  the  wet  way  the  filtrate  from  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  was  evaporated  to  dryness  and  ignited  to  decom- 
pose the  organic  salt.  Here,  again,  there  was  most  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  an  organic  salt,  because  the  residue 
became  quite  black  when  heated.  Again,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  remove  the  heavy  metals  by  boiling  with 
sodium  carbonate  preparatory  to  testing  for  the  acids,  it  was 
found  that  the  copper  remained  in  'solution.    This  was  due 


to  the  tartrate  present,  but  the  reaction  could  not  be  regarded1 
as  proof  of  the  presence  of  a  tartrate,  because  other  organic 
bodies  produce  the  same  effect.  The  best  way  of  removing 
the  heavy  metals  in  this  case  was  by  passing  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  through  an  acid  solution  of  the  powder,  taking 
care  that  the  solution  was  sufficiently  dilute  to  ensure  com- 
plete precipitation  of  the  bismuth  and  copper.  The  filtrate 
was  then  concentrated  to  a  small  volume  by  evaporation. 
A  sulphate  being  present  calcium  chloride  could  not  be  con- 
veniently used  as  a  reagent  for  the  detection  of  the  organic 
acid,  because  calcium  sulphate  would  also  be  precipitated. 
Under  the  circumstances  it  was  best  to  take  advantage  of 
the  property  tartaric  acid  possesses  of  producing  a  very 
difficultly  soluble  potassium  salt.  Accordingly  the  strongly- 
acid  and  concentrated  filtrate  was  treated  with  potassium 
hydroxide  until  the  free  acid  was  almost,  but  not  com- 
pletely, neutralised.  The  characteristic  crystalline  precipitate 
of  potassium  hydrogen  tartrate  separated  almost  immediately, 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  admit  of  the  application  to  it  of 
confirmatory  tests. 

In  the  separation  of  antimony  sulphide  from  the  other 
sulphides  by  means  of  ammonium  sulphide  several  of  our 
correspondents  use  such  an  excess  of  the  reagent  that  the. 
colour  of  the  antimony  sulphide  was  masked  by  an  excess  of 
sulphur  when  the  solution  was  afterwards  treated  with  a« 
acid.  Assuming  that  the  sulphides  precipitated  by  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  have  been  completely  washed  free  from  acid, 
they  should  be  transferred  by  a  jet  of  water  to  a  test  tube  or 
flask,  a  few  drops  of  yellow  ammonium  sulphide  added  andli 
the  liquid  gently  warmed  and  filtered.  If  there  is  any  reason 
to  suspect  that  the  sulphides  of  arsenic,  antimony  or  tin  may. 
not  be  completely  removed,  it  is  better  to  repeat  the  operation 
rather  than  risk  the  introduction  of  a  great  excess  of  sulphur 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  detection  of  nitric  acid  in  this- 
exercise  arose  from  its  association  with  bismuth.  Almost 
all  nitrates  are  soluble  in  water,  the  basic  nitrates  of  bismath- 
are  an  exception  to  this  rule.  When  the  portion  of  the- 
powder  insoluble  in  water  was  boiled  with  sodium  carbonate, 
the  solution  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid,  ferrous  sulphate- 
added,  and  some  strong  sulphuric  acid  introduced  by  means 
of  a  pipette  so  as  not  to  mix  with  the  liquid,  a  well  marked 
dark  brown  ring  was  observed  at  the  juncture  of  the  liquids.. 
The  part  of  the  powder  soluble  in  water  contained  sufficient 
nitric  acid  to  admit  of  its  detection  by  this  test,  but  the: 
quantity  was  small. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to- 
F.  Giles,  23  Culworth  Street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

C.  Packham,  16  Katharine  Street,  Croydon. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

F.  Giles  (1st  prize) 
C.  Packham  (2nd  prize) 

Lyra   

Galen   

H.  W.  H   

Davegemel ... 
W.  H.  Hum 

Epoc  

Vanillin 

R.  P  

Acetylene  ... 
Van  de  Burke 

H.  N.  Y  

Ferrum   

To  Correspondents. 

Prizes  .—The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested! 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 


100 

T.  H.  H.  Francis  ... 

...  62 

98 

J.  A.  Goode... 

...  60 

96 

Dover   

...  5& 

95 

A.  J.  B  

...  57 

94 

Daniel 

...  55. 

94 

Africanus   

...  52. 

85 

A.  E.  Burton 

...  5C> 

83 

Ctenophora  

...  48: 

81 

Scot  

...  45 

79 

R.  Graham... 

...  40 

77 

Novice 

...  25 

75 

Crucible 

...  20 

65 

A.  C.  E  

...  15 

65 
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Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

A  special  prize,  consisting  of  Me  nil  cl erf's  "Chemistry  "  (2  vols.) 
and  a  certificate  of  honour,  will  b?  awarded  tothe  student  who 
obtains  most  marks  in  the  six  months  ending  April,  1838.  Second 
and  third  prizes  may  also  be  given. 

Note. — All  communications   should  include  ^the   names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

Davegemel.— The  precipitate  you  obtained  on  passing  the  gas 
evolved  when  the  powder  was  heated  through  baryta  water  was 
not  necessarily  a  proof  that  carbon  dioxide  was  evolved,  because 
sulphur  dioxide  was  also  evolved,  and  would  produce  a  similar 
effect. 

W.  H.  Hubn. — The  strongly-coloured  solution  of  the  powder 
was  not  suited  for  the  application  of  the  ferrous-sulphate  test  for 
nitric  acid.  You  should  have  separated  the  heavy  metals  by 
means  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

Eroc. — You  have  done  very  well  for  a  first  attempt.  The  effects 
of  heat  upon  the  powder  were  rather  complicated,  and  required 
caraful  observation  ;  the  blackening,  accompanied  by  an  empyreu- 
matic  odour,  was  significant.  The  odour  you  mistook  for  acetic 
acid  was  due  to  nitric  acid. 

Vanillin. — Heated  on  charcoal  in  the  reducing-flame  the 
powder  yielded  metallic  beads,  some  of  which  were  white  and 
brittle.  It  is  possible  that  you  failed  to  notice  the  white  precipi- 
tate of  bismuth  hydroxide  thrown  down  by  ammonia  on  account 
of  the  very  deep  blue  of  the  solution  arising  from  the  copper 
present. 

R.  P. — The  yellow  colour  of  the  precipitate  thrown  down  from 
the  ammonium  sulphide  solution  showed  that  something  more 
than  sulphur  was  present.  You  detected  free  sulphur,  but  you 
must  remember  that  free  sulphur  is  a  necessary  product  of  the 
reaction,  as  you  will  find  by  adding  an  acid  to  ammonium 
sulphide. 

Acetylene. — You  probable  employed  a  great  excess  of 
ammonium  sulphide  in  separating  antimony  sulphide  from  the 
sulphides  of  copper  and  bismuth.  When  reprecipitated  the 
colour  of  the  antimony  sulphide  was  largely  marked  by  the  free 
sulphur. 

Van  de  Burke. — Though  the  powder  did  not  actually  become 
black  when  heated,  it  assumed  a  dark  brown  colour.  A  tartrate 
alone  would  have  become  quite  black,  but  the  other  sales  present 
modified  the  colour,  and  some  of  the  carbon  was  oxidised  by  the 
nitrate.  The  important  fact  was  that  the  change  of  colour  was 
accompanied  by  an  empyreumatic  odour,  and  that  strong  sulphuric 
acid  also  produced  a  dark  colour. 

H.  N.  Y. — See  remarks  to"  Vanillin." 

Ferkum. — The  white  metallic  beads  consisted  of  bismuth  with 
some  copper,  the  antimony  volatilised  and  oxidised  forming  the 
greater  part  of  the  incrustation  you  observed. 

T.  H.  H.  Francis. — See  remarks  to  "  Acetylene." 

J.  A.  Goode. — See  remarks  to  "  Van  de  Burke  "  and  "Acetylene." 
You  examination  for  the  acids  was  very  incomplete. 

Dover. — The  odour  you  noticed  when  the  powder  was  heated 
could  not  have  been  caused  by  an  oxalate. 

A.  J.  B. — You  note  that  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gave  a  dark 
brown  precipitate ;  it  was  perfectly  black  when  the  reagent  was 
used  in  sufficient  quantity. 

Daniel. — You  examined  the  portion  soluble  iu  water  for  nitric 
acid,  which  in  this  case  was  to  be  found  chiefly  in  the  insoluble 
portion  owing  to  its  presence  in  combination  with  bismuth. 

Africanus. — Unless  you  added  too  much  potassium  hydroxide 
to  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  containing  the  antimony,  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for  your  failure  to  precipitate  the  metal  by 
means  of  zinc. 

A.  E.  Burton. — The  precipitated  sulphides  should  have  been 
boiled  with  very  dilute  yellow  ammonium  sulphide,  or  sodium 
sulphide.  On  filtering,  and  adding  an  acid  in  excess,  a  copious 
orange-coloured  precipitate  was  thrown  down.  The  fact  that  you 
did  not  obtain  even  a  white  precipitate  of  sulphur  would  seem  to 
show  that  you  had  not  completely  removed  the  acid  from  the 
sulphides  by  washing,  so  that  when  you  treated  them  with 
ammonium  sulphide  that  reagent  was  decomposed. 

Ctenophora. — The  green  flame  was  due  to  copper,  not  to  boric 
acid. 

R.  Graham.— You  used  a  chart  intended  for  the  detection  of 
one  metal  and  one  acid  radicle.  Though  the  black  precipitate 
from  sulphuretted  hydrogen  did  not  all  dissolve  in  ammonium 
sulphide,  some  of  it  did.  The  insoluble  part  of  this  precipitate 
should  have  been  examined  for  bismuth,  lead,  and  cadmium,  as 
v/ell  as  copper. 


Novice. — To  reject  the  part  of  the  powder  insoluble  in  water 
was  certainly  an  easy  way  of  disposing  of  it,  but  to  be  consistent 
you  ought  also  to  have  rejected  the  soluble  part. 

Crucible. — The  black  precipitate  from  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
might  have  contained  arsenic,  antimony,  tin,  lead,  copper 
bismuth,  and  cadmium.  It  was  necessary  to  prove  each  of  these 
metals  either  present  or  absent.  A  similar  remark  applies  to  each 
of  the  other  groups,  and  to  the  acids  ;  proof  of  the  absence  of  one 
substance  is  just  as  important  as  proof  of  the  presence  of  anothe 

A.C.E. — You  did  not  succeed  in  completely  removing  the  copper 
bismuth,  and  antimony  by  means  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  so 
that  the  rest  of  the  analysis  was  spoilt. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting: 
to  tlte  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Chemical-manufacturer's  Coals. 

Mr.  Courtney  Kingsford,  of  the  Lea  Chemical-works.. 
Hackney  Wick,  is  considerably  troubled  by  persons  who 
annex  coals  from  his  barges  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but' 
especially  in  the  winter.  No  sooner  does  a  barge-load  of 
coal  anchor  at  his  wharf  than  boys  of  all  sizes  arrive  with 
bags  to  get  a  picking.  On  Friday  last  week  the  jinen  had 
not  stopped  work  on  the  barge  more  than  ten  minutes  when 
a  swarm  of  urchins  commenced  their  peculations.  Manager 
Dean  managed  to  catch  two  brothers,  aged  respectively  9 
and  12 ;  and  he  decided  to  prosecute  them  as  a  warning  to 
others.  Next  day  the  boys  were  at  North  London  Police 
Court,  when  Mr.  Paul  Taylor  lectured  them  on  their  wrong- 
doing. The  little  boy  was  allowed  to  go  with  a  caution  ;  but 
the  elder  one  was  sent  to  the  Workhouse  for  a  week. 

A  Butterfly  Captured  in  January. 

The  Newcastle  Daily  Journal  states  that  Mr.  John  Gibson 
chemist,  Hexham,  caught  a  butterfly  in  Haltwbistle  Station 
on  January  13 — a  most  unusual  catch  in  January,  acccuLtecl' 
for  by  the  singular  mildness  of  the  month. 

Death  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

Thomas  Weeks,  a  chemist's  assistant,  was  found  dead  im- 
bed, on  January  11,  at  Commercial  Street,  E.    In  his  pocket 
was  a  paper  labelled  cyanide  of  potassium.    At  the  inquest 
on  Saturday  Mr.  J.  S.  Matthews,  chemist's  manager,  Cam- 
bridge Road,  said  deceased  was  employed  by  witness's  father, 
who  died  last  August.    Witness  had  been  obliged  to  dismiss 
deceased  on  account  of  his  intemperate  habits.    He  left  on 
October  31.    Dr.  Davies  certified  death  to  be  due  to  apoplexy 
produced  by  alcoholism,  and  could  find  no  traces  of  poison 
A  verdict  was  given  according  to  this  evidence. 

A  Large  Poison -order. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  St.  Neots,  on  January  15,  on  a 
widow  who  was  said  to  have  died  from  strychnine  poison — 
taken,  it  was  alleged,  at  the  suggestion  of  her  cousin,  Walter 
Horsford,  who,  she  told  the  doctor,  had  given  it  to  her  for  an 
improper  purpose — evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Paine,  chemist, 
Thrapston,  who  deposed  that  on  December  28  he  sold  to 
Horsford  90  gr.  of  strychnine,  1  lb.  of  arsenic,  1  oz.  of 
prussic  acid,  and  16  oz.  of  carbolic  acid.  Horsford  signed 
the  poison-book,  and  said  he  wanted  the  poisons  to  kill  rats 
with.  Horsford  is  under  arrest  charged  with  having  com- 
mitted perjury  at  the  inquest. 

Anti-drug  Treatment. 
Mr.  Thomas  Richard  Allinson,  of  Spanish  Place,  Man- 
chester Square,  London,  the  well-known  vegetarian  specialist, 
was  the  principal  witness  at  an  inquest  held  at  Shoreham 
on  January  14,  relative    to   the   death    of  Mrs.  Harriet 
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Marsh,  aged  82  years,  the  wife  of  a  confectioner.  The 
deceased  lady  contracted  a  chill  on  New  Year's  Day,  and,  as 
she  had  an  aversion  to  doctors  and  drugs,  a  doctor  was  not 
called  in,  but  Mr.  Allinson  was  consulted,  and  was  paid  21.  2s. 
Mr.  Allinson,  who  affirmed  "  for  conscientious  reasons,"  told 
the  Coroner  that  he  was  a  fully-qualified  practitioner,  but  was 
not  registered.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  F.  W.  Butler)  :  "  Then  you 
are  not  a  f  ally-qualified  practitioner."  Mr.  Allinson  protested 
that  he  was,  and  added  that  he  had  been  on  the  register,  but 
had  worked  up  and  practised  his  own  principles,  and  had 
been  struck  off  the  register.  He  was  still  a  L.R.C.S.  of 
Edinburgh,  a  degree  which  could  not  be  taken  from  him. 
Other  degrees  bad  been  taken  from  him.  Deceased 
consulted  him  in  1896,  and  again  in  October  last. 
He  treated  her  according  to  his  principles  of  treatment,  but 
he  gave  no  drugs.  He  never  did  ;  he  looked  upon  every 
dose  of  medicine  as  a  dose  of  poison.  The  deceased  did  not 
believe  in  drugs,  and  it  was  because  of  this  that  she  would 
not  call  in  a  local  doctor ;  he  would  only  poison  her  by 
giving  her  drugs,  and  that  was  why  she  went  to  him. 
(Laughter.) 

Witness's  prescription  was  put  in,  and  was  as  follows  : — 
"  Rest  quiet  indoors  another  week  or  two.  Window  open 
two  inches  always — wider  when  the  sun  is  out.  Rub  chest 
with  warm  olive  oil.  Food  to  be  taken  at  8  A.M.,  1  and  6 
P.M.  At  each  meal  3  oz.  of  wholemeal  bread,  this  to  be 
made  into  sop  with  hot  milk  and  water  ;  afterwards  a  baked 
apple,  a  few  grapes,  or  a  banana.  Cocoa  for  supper.  Live 
thus  for  10  days.  Report  and  send  5s.  and  return  the  note  to 
T.  R.  Allinson." 

In  reply  to  questions,  Mr.  Allinson  said  his  practice  for 
bronchitis  was  cold  treatment.  Nothing  could  bring 
deceased  round  but  nature.  Disease  was  like  a  couple  of 
cocks  fighting.  Let  it  alone,  and  nature  would  restore.  It 
must  not  be  interfered  with.    Doctors  did  not  cure. 

Mr.  H.  Reeks,  surgeon,  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  a 
medical  man  had  seen  the  deceased  a  few  days  before  her 
death,  some  good  could  have  been  done. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural 
causes,  and  added  a  rider  to  the  effect  that  if  medical 
assistance  had  been  called  in  previously,  it  might,  perhaps, 
have  prolonged  life. 

Never  Trust  to  a  Chemist. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  January  14,  before  Mr.  IJ.  F.  Price, 
at  Waterloo,  near  Ashton-under-Lyne,  respecting  the  death 
of  William  Henry  Barr,  aged  3h  years,  the  son  of  a  coach- 
man. The  mother  stated  that  the  child  recently  struck  his 
eye  against  the  corner  of  a  table.  Subsequently  his  eye  be- 
came swollen,  and  as  matter  oozed  from  the  nostrils  she 
consulted  Mr.  Newton,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  came  and 
saw  the  boy.  Mr.  Newton  thought  the  symptoms  were  those 
of  bronchitis,  owing  to  the  heavy  breathing,  and  he  prescribed 
for  the  deceased. 

The  Coroner  asked  the  mother  why  she  did  not  send  for 
a  doctor.  The  mother  said  she  did  not  think  the  child  was 
dangerously  ill. 

The  Coroner  :  You  should  never  trust  to  a  chemist.  You 
might  as  well  send  for  me — better  perhaps. 

Continuing  her  evidence,  the  mother  stated  that  after  the 
chemist's  visit  she  applied  poultices.  Deceased,  however, 
sank  rapidly,  and  on  Mr.  Newton's  recommendation  she  called 
in  Dr.  Bissct-Smith. 

The  Coroner  :  Did  Mr.  Newton  come  and  see  him  twice  1 

Witness :  Yes,  sir. 

The  Coroner  :  He  told  you  that  he  thought  it  was  bron- 
chitis although  you  told  him  about  the  child  striking  his 
bead? 

Witness  :  Yes,  sir  ;  but  there  were  no  marks. 

The  Coroner  :  It  should  be  a  warning  to  everyone  to  send 
for  a  doctor  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  and  not  trust  to  a  chemist. 
They  are  the  wrong  people,  and  Mr.  Newton  had  no  right  to 
go.    I  am  surprised. 

Dr.  Bisset-Smith  stated  that  there  were  no  traces  of 
bronchitis.  In  his  opinion  death  was  caused  by  the 
blow. 

The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  the  only  surprise  to  him 
was  that  Mr.  Newton,  on  hearing  of  the  injury,  should  have 
attempted  to  prescribe  in  any  way.  What  he  did  might 
have  been  done  with  the  best  of  intentions,  but  he  should 


not  have  done  it.  A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was  re- 
turned by  the  jury. 

We  have  received  the  annexed  letters  referring  to  this 
case  : — 

Sir, — I  enclose  you  cutting  from  the  local  paper.  Knowing  Mr. 
Newton  personally,  and  being  satisfied  that  he  is  a  careful  and 
competent  man,  and  far  from  the  kind  of  individual  who  would 
be  guilty  of  either  culpable  negligence  or  quackery,  I  called  upon 
him,  and  gathered  the  full  facts  of  the  case,  which  I  now  enclose. 
Yours  respectfully, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  John  W.  Bostock, 

January  18.         Local  Secretary  for  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Sis, — Having  read  the  report  in  the  local  paper  of  the  above 
inquest,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  explain  my 
connection  with  the  case,  though  I  am  sorry  it  is  necessary,  and  I 
feel  sincere  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  parents.  I  knew  nothing 
of  this  matter  until  Monday,  the  10th  inst.,  between  8  and  9  p.m., 
when  Mr.  Barr,  the  child's  father,  came  and  asked  for  a  powder 
to  move  the  bowels  of  his  boy  (aged  between  3  and  4  years).  He 
said  they  had  not  acted  for  two  days,  and  that  he  had  a  swollen 
face,  caused  by  running  against  a  table  on  the  previous  Friday, 
and  he  further  asked  me  as  a  friend  to  go  and  see  the  boy.  Mr. 
Barr  had  business  elsewhere,  and  would  call  at  my  shop  on  his 
return.  Being  intimate  with  him,  I  went  as  desired,  and  saw  the 
boy's  right  cheek  was  swollen,  closing  the  eye,  and  suggested  a 
cool  bread-and-water  poultice  to  the  swelling.  He  appeared  to 
have  a  cold,  which  I  understood  he  had  before  the  accident.  After 
ascertaining  his  temperature,  I  advised  them  to  keep  himlin  a 
warm  room  that  night,  but  I  did  not  then  say  or  think  he  had 
bronchitis,  as  stated  at  the  inquest.  I  promised  that  either  I  or 
my  wife  would  come  again  next  morning.  I  returned  to  my  shop 
and  gave  Mr.  Barr  the  powder  he  had  asked  for  and  a  simple 
mixture  for  a  cold  ;  the  latter,  I  am  told,  the  child  would  not 
take. 

Next  morning,  Tuesday,  the  11th,  I  went  about  9.30  a.m.,  and, 
although  his  mother  thought  him  better,  I  considered  his  breath- 
ing bad,  and  now  thinking  that  bronchitis  might  supervene, 
advised  the  mother  to  call  in  a  doctor.  She  at  once  agreed  to  do 
so  when  her  husband  returned.  I  said  if  they  wished  to  do  any- 
thing in  the  meantime  a  linseed-meal  poultice  to  the  chest,  back, 
and  front  might  be  applied  ;  this,  I  am  told,  gave  great  relief.  I 
acted  throughout  as  a  friend,  and  assumed  no  official  capacity.  I 
did  not  make  any  charge,  nor  should  I  have  done  so  in  any  case. 
Nothing  further  was  communicated  to  me  by  any  of  the  parties 
concerned  until  after  the  child's  death,  which  occurred  the 
following  Wednesday  morning;  I  was  therefore  not  able  to  be 
present  at  the  inquest. 

Limehurst,  January  18.  G.  H.  Newton. 

A  "Workhouse  Analyst. 

The  Bride  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  on 
January  13,  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Sidney 
Harvey,  chemist  and  druggist,  Canterbury,  offering  to 
analyse  samples  of  milk  and  food  at  a  fixed  salary  of  51. 
per  annum,  or  at  10s.  6d.  per  sample.  His  fee  for  analysing 
samples  of  water  would  be  11.  Is.  The  Board  accepted  the 
offer  of  Mr.  Harvey  at  10s.  6d.  per  sample. 

A  Youthful  Stanley. 

Mr.  John  Fryer,  chemist,  Uppermill,  Saddleworth,  Lan- 
cashire, lost  his  12-year-old  boy  last  week.  The  boy  not 
returning  by  night  anxious  search  was  made  for  him,  but  for 
several  days  no  tidings  could  be  heard  of  him.  It  ultimately 
appeared  that  the  youth,  having  6d.  in  his  pocket,  conceived 
the  idea  of  seeing  the  world,  and  set  out  for  Huddersfield 
by  train.  He  had  been  found  by  a  lady-Guardian  wandering 
about  the  streets,  and  had  been  taken  to  the  workhouse  for 
safety.  He  had  stoutly  refused  to  give  his  name,  and  his 
identity  was  only  discovered  by  the  circulation  of  his 
description. 

Suicide  of  a  Chemist. 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  held  an  inquest  on  January  17, 
concerning  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Keer,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  carrying  on  business  at  Regent  Street,  W.  The 
evidence  of  the  widow  Mrs.  Isabella  Keer,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  showed  that  deceased  had  suffered  several  attacks 
of  influenza,  the  last  being  at  Christmas,  and  since  then  he 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed  under  medical  treatment. 
A  relapse  caused  him  to  become  very  weak  and  depressed. 
Other  evidence  also  showed  that  he  suffered  from  severe 
depression,  and  on  Friday  afternoon  he  got  out  of  bed,  held 
his  head  over  the  wash-stand,  and  cut  his  throat  with  a 
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razor.  The  Coroner  remarked  on  the  number  of  cases  he 
had  investigated  in  which  influenza  had  caused  such  severe 
depression  as  to  lead  to  suicide.  The  jury  found  that  the 
deceased  committed  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind  and 
suffering  from  influenza. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  tender  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Barrow,  chemist,  of  Newmarket, 
has  been  accepted  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the 
Newmarket  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Governors  of  Macclesfield  Infirmary  have  accepted 
the  tender  of  Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  of  London,  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  wholesale,  and  the  tender  of  Mr.  T.  H. 
Duncalfe  for  the  supply  of  drugs  retail.  Messrs^  Maw,  Son 
&  Thompson  and  Messrs.  Wood  &  Son  will  supply  surgical 
instruments. 

Pharmaceutical  Football. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  St.  Michael's  United. 
This  fixture  was  brought  off  at  Wormholt  Farm,  on  January 
15     The  "  Square  "  men  won — 8  to  nil. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  plays  a  return  match 
with  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  on  Saturday,  February  26, 
on  the  H.A.C.  ground  at  Finsbury. 

Photographic  Exhibition. 

An  International  Photographic  Exhibition  is  being 
organised  by  the  Koyal  Photographic  Society,  to  open  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  on  April  27.  Photographic  firms,  both 
manufacturers  and  dealers,  will  be  largely  represented,  and 
in  addition  to  the  display  of  pictures  there  will  be  an 
extensive  loan  collection,  designed  to  illustrate  the  pro- 
gress of  photography  in  its  historical,  scientific,  and  com- 
mercial applications. 

The  Sale  of  Prusaic  Acid. 

In  the  case  of  suicide  by  prussic  acid  of  a  Queen's  pilot,  at 
Portsmouth,  on  January  7,  briefly  reported  last  week, 
further  particulars  of  the  sale  of  the  poison  transpired  at  the 
inquest.  Mr.  W.  Lowther,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  called, 
and  said  he  had  known  Mr.  White  (the  deceased)  for  ten 
years,  and  remembered  him  calling  and  asking  if  he  sold 
prussic  acid.  Witness  replied,  "  Yes,  but  I  do  not  care  about 
selling  it,  as  it  is  one  of  the  deadliest  poisons  we  keep." 
Deceased  replied,  "  You  don't  think  I  want  to  poison  myself, 
do  you  1  "  Witness  replied,  "  I  hope  not."  Mr.  White  then 
added,  "  No  fear  ;  I  am  not  tired  of  life  yet."  Deceased  said 
he  wanted  the  prussic  acid  and  some  carbolic  acid  for  an 
experiment.  He  had  a  recipe  which  one  of  his  boys  wanted 
to  try,  requiring  the  use  of  the  acids  on  a  piece  of  metal. 
Mr.  Lowther  said  it  was  not  safe  to  trust  boys  with  such  a 
poison,  to  which  deceased  replied  that  his  son  was  17  years 
of  age,  and  that  he  would  remain  with  him  while  the  experi- 
ment was  in  progress.  On  this  understanding  he  supplied  §  oz. 
of  prussic  acid,  and  1  oz.  carbolic  acid.  The  poison-book  was 
signed  as  required  by  law.  On  further  examination,  witness 
said  he  had  never  heard  of  the  experiment  mentioned,  and 
had  never  sold  such  a  large  quantity  of  prussic  acid  before 
in  Portsmouth.  The  medical  evidence  showed  that  deceased 
lived  two  hours  after  taking  the  g  oz.  of  prussic  acid,  and  the 
post-mortem  examination  disclosed  old-standing  heart- 
disease,  an  enlarged  liver  and  inflamed  kidneys.  The 
Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  although  he  had  never  known 
so  large  a  quantity  of  this  poison  sold  at  one  time  before, 
there  was  no  limit  to  the  amount  a  chemist  might  sell,  and 
in  this  case  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act  had  been  com- 
plied with.  He  (the  Coroner)  thought  a  chemist  should  not 
be  allowed  to  sell  such  a  large  quantity  of  prussic  acid. 

Chemist's  Assistant  Summoned  by  His  Wife. 

Archibald  James  Scott  Stewart,  chemist's  assistant,  of 
Wednesbury,  Staffordshire,  was  summoned  at  the  West  London 
Police  Court  on  January  13,  at  the  instance  of  his  wife, 
Estella  Stewart,  who  claimed  a  maintenance  by  reason  of  her 
husband's  desertion.  The  complainant  said  her  husband  left 
her  in  October,  1896,  and  refused  to  tell  her  where  he  was 
going.  In  cross-examination,  she  denied  creating  a  disturb- 
ance at  shops  where  her  husband  was  employed  and 
throwing  her  wedding-ring  at  him.    She  also  denied  having  I 


been  on  intimate  terms  with  other  men.  Mr.  Shakespear, 
for  the  defendant,  submitted  that  there  was  no  desertion  as 
there  was  an  agreement  to  separate.  The  defendant  was 
sworn,  and  said  he  believed  his  wife  had  committed  adultery. 
Mr.  Hanson,  for  the  wife,  severely  questioned  him,  but  he 
was  unable  to  point  to  any  act  of  adultery  on  the  part  of  his 
wife.  Mr.  Rose  decided  that  there  had  been  a  legal  deser- 
tion. He  made  an  order  for  10s.  a  week,  with  the  usual 
costs. 

Society  of  Public  Analysts, 

The  twenty-third  anniversary  dinner  of  this  Society  was- 
held  at  the  Criterion,  Piccadilly  Circus,  W.,  on  Tuesday 
evening.  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  the  President,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  the  company  included  Mr.  Kearley,  M.P.  ;  Dr. 
Stevenson,  President  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry ;  Dr. 
Frank  Clowes,  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry ;  Dr.  Seaton,  President  of  the  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  ;  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  ;  Professor  Tilden,  Professor  Armstrong, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Groves,  Professor  Dunstan,  Dr.  Messel,  Mr.  F.  \v .  Beck, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Pakes,  Dr.  Sykes,  Dr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Otto  Hehner, 
and  Mr.  E.  J.  Bevan  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Cassal,  honorary  secretaries. 
The  President  proposed  "The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  and 
expressed  regret  at  the  fact  that  Parliament  had  not  seen 
fit  during  the  past  year  to  place  upon  the  Statute-book  an 
Act  which  substantially  gave  effect  to  the  recommendations- 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Food 
Products  and  Adulteration.  Disappointment  had,  he  said, 
been  experienced  on  all  hands  at  the  inadequacy  of  the 
legislation  proposed  in  Mr.  Chaplin's  Bill.  Mr.  Kearley, 
M.P.,  who  responded,  said  a  great  national  question 
had  been  trifled  with  by  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
Chaplin's  Bill.  The  iniquity  of  adulteration  of  food- 
products  was  very  great,  and  it  was  the  poor  who  were  the 
greatest  sufferers.  It  was  not,  as  some  people  supposed, 
purely  an  agriculturists'  question,  but  one  which  vitally 
affected  the  towns  ;  and  if  adulteration  were  allowed  to  con- 
tinue it  would  thoroughly  sap  the  commercial  honesty  of  this 
country.  It  was  a  form  of  robbery  of  a  most  flagrant 
character,  and  if  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  matter  were  not 
promised  in  the  Queen's  speech,  he  should  again  feel  it  his- 
duty  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  address.  Professor 
Tilden  proposed  "The  Institute  of  Chemistry,"  and  Dr. 
Stevenson  responded.  Dr.  Clowes  responded  for  the  toast  of 
"  Kindred  Societies,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Bertram  Blount.  The- 
toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Society  of  Public  Analysts,"  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  who  remarked  that  during  the 
twenty-three  years  of  its  existence  the  Society  had  been  a 
constantly  progressing  one,  and  in  the  carrying  out  of  its 
primary  object,  the  protection  of  the  public,  had  rendered 
valuable  service  to  the  community.  The  President,  in  re- 
sponse, said  the  membership  of  the  Society  was  increasing; 
they  had  no  dearth  of  papers  at  their  monthly  meetings,  and 
the  Council  contrived  in  the  Society's  monthly  periodical  to 
give  a  resume  of  all  that  wras  being  done  in  the  direction  of 
analytical  chemistry  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
He  hoped  that  when  they  next  met  at  their  annual  dinner 
the  much-discussed  food  and  drugs  question  would  have  been 
finally  settled. 

Prussic-acid  Poisoning. 

At  Dudley,  -on  January  19,  Mr.  F.  W.  Emsor  (Deputy  - 
Coroner)  held  an  inquest  on  Matthias  Dimmock,  metal- 
refiner,  who  poisoned  himself  in  a  railway-carriage  by 
taking  prussic  acid.  Charles  Goldstraw,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Flesher  Rayboukl  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  Dudley,  stated  that  on  Friday  last 
deceased  asked  him  if  he  could  supply  him  with  some 
prussic  acid  to  poison  a  dog.  Witness  told  him  he  would, 
and  on  Monday  he  supplied  him  with  2  dr.,  for  which  he 
charged  him  6d.  There  was  no  entry  of  the  sale  in  the 
poison-book.  The  Coroner :  Are  you  aware  that,  under  the 
17th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  you  are  bound  to  nrake 
an  entry  of  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  obtain  the  signature  of 
the  purchaser  ?  Witness  said  there  was  no  entry,  but  he 
could  give  a  satisfactory  explanation.  When  he  sold  the 
poison  deceased  said  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  catch  a  train,  and 
as  witness  could  not  find  the  poison-book  he  volunteered  to 
call  and  sign  it.  The  Coroner :  Why  didn't  you  enter  the 
sale  when  you  found  the  book  ?  Witness  :  Because  the  first 
thing  I  heard  next  morning  was  that  the  deceased  had  died 
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He  told  the  deceased  not  to  allow  the  bottle  to  go  out  of 
his  possession,  and  after  administering  it  to  the  dog  to 
break  the  bottle,  adding  that  the  poison  was  excessively 
fatal.  Dr.  Tuxford  gave  evidence  as  to  prussic-acid  poison- 
ing being  the  cause  of  death,  and  said  10  minims  had  been 
known  to  kill.  The  jury  found  that  the  deceased  committed 
suicide,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  the  state  of  his 
mind  at  the  time. 

Commercial  Education. 

The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  propose  the 
follow  ing  resolution  before  the  Associated  Chambers  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  March  15, 16,  17  : — "  That  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  an  attempt  shall  be  made  to  provide, 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  facilities  for  training 
youths  destined  for  a  commercial  career,  and,  in  order  that 
this  training  may  be  on  a  uniform  basis,  some  scheme  of 
commercial  education  should  be  framed  for  general  adoption, 
thus  enabling  simultaneous  examinations  to  be  held,  and  the 
granting  of  certificates  of  efficiency  which  shall  be  of  equal 
value  in  whatever  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  they  may  be 
gained.  That  the  Executive  Council  be  requested  to  appoint 
a  representative  committee  to  draw  up  a  scheme  of  commer- 
cial education  to  form  the  basis  of  examinations  ;  and  that  a 
conference  should  be  called  of  representatives  of  the  County 
Councils,  or  their  technical  education  boards  or  committee, 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  funds  set  apart 
for  technical  education  may  be  utilised  in  assisting  the  com- 
mercial education  movement." 

A  Nefarious  Concern. 

James  Charles  Ady,  described  as  a  surgeon,  but  whose 
name  was  removed  from  the  register  two  or  three  years  ago, 
and  Leoni  Tomasso,  described  as  a  chemist,  but  whose 
name  is  not  on  the  register,  were  convicted  at  the  Old 
Bailey  on  January  17,  on  a  charge  of  conspiring  together 
for  unlawful  purposes  and  using  instruments  to  cause  the 
miscarriage  of  various  females.  Mr.  Justice  Channell  sen- 
tenced each  of  the  prisoners  to  seven  years'  penal  servitude. 

Chemists'  Ball. 

Hie  thirty-second  annual  chemists' ball  took  place,  with 
•even  more^tban  the  accustomed  eclat,  at  the  Portman  Kooms 
•on  Wednesday  last.    That  is  to  say,  it  began  on  Wednesday, 
but  finished  late  on  Thursday  morning.    The  proceedings 
followed  the  usual  course  until  supper,  ever  the  culminating 
point  of  an  enjoyable  evening.    At  the  appointed  moment 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  rose,  and  gave  expression  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  more  agreeable  duty  for  a  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society   than   that  of  presiding  at  this 
particular  festivity.     He    admitted  that    he    had  been 
looking     for     •'  something     new,"     but,    after  mature 
consideration,  he  had  found  nothing  better  than  "the  old, 
old    wish" — "a  happy    new  year,    and  success  to  the 
Chemists'  Ball."    Alluding  to  the  age  of  the  chemists'  ball, 
he  explained  that  his  views  had  undergone  considerable 
alteration  with  the  lapse  of  years,  and  he  now  regarded  the 
chemists'  ball  as  in  its  earliest  infancy.    He  personally 
thanked  Mr.  Warren,  the  Secretary,  who  had  taken  such 
pains  to  make  the  ball  a  success.    He  observed  en  passant 
that  Mr.  Warren  was  a  bachelor,  and  perhaps  not  the  least 
eligible  of  bachelors.    He  reminded  them  that  any  surplus 
funds  would  be  devoted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  adding  that  instead  of  an  annual 
contribution  of  twenty  guineas,  last  yeai  being  Jubilee  year 
they  had  subscribed  par  exception  100  guineas  thereto.  With 
respect  to  the  ladies,  whom  he  proposed  conjointly,  he  said 
1  he  toast  was  not  as  old  as  the  hills,  but  as  old  as  woman- 
kind, and  had  doubtless  given  great  tribulation  to  countless 
generations  of  toast-proposers. 

Mr.  Warren,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  in  responding  ex- 
pressed the  pleasure  it  had  given  him  to  organise  this  event, 
lie  was  not  .-ure  whether  he  ought  to  be  proud  of  being  a 
bachelor,  but  he  might  claim  that  bachelors  embraced  wider 
views  than  Benedicts. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Major  Preston,  a  congratulatory 
cheer  was  given  to  the  President,  in  recognition  of  the 
Jubilee  medal  which  had  been  conferred  on  him  by  the 
Qaeen. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Silver  Medal  Open. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  none  of  the  candidates  at 
the  January  examination  attained  a  sufficiently  high  per- 
centage of  marks  to  be  in  the  running  for  the  silver  medal. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. — January 
Examinations. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  Examination. — Messrs.  D.  N 
Stewart  and  W.  M.  Kennedy  passed. 

Registered  Druggists'  Examination. — Miss  A.  E.  Mcllroy 
and  J.  J.  White  passed.    Two  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examinations. — Messrs.  L.  H. 
Grubb,  A.  A.  Brunker,  A.  McClure,  W.  J.  Pollock,  P..  A. 
Jones,  jun.,  and  C.  S.  O'Hare  passed.  Eight  candidates 
were  rejected. 

Carbolic  Acid  is  a  Poison  in  Ireland. 
Last  week,  at  the  Knocknacree  Petty  Sessions,  Peter 
Fitzpatrick,  a  trader  residing  at  King  William's  Town, 
County  Cork,  was  summoned  by  the  local  constabulary, 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  for  selling  a  poison — to  wit,  car- 
bolic acid — without  being  licensed  for  such  sale.  The  defen- 
dant applied  to  have  the  case  adjourned,  as  he  wanted  to 
communicate  with  Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Cork, 
from  whom  he  purchased  the  article,  and  who  reported  to 
him  that  he  was  entitled  to  sell  it.  He  was  anxious  to  know 
whether  Messrs.  Kiloh  would  be  represented  on  the  hear- 
ing of  the  case.  The  Magistrates  granted  the  application 
for  adjournment. 

No  Exhibition. 

The  general  committee  of  the  proposed  Irish  Industrial 
Exhibition  met  last  week  at  the  Mansion  House,  Dublin,  and 
reported  that  only  330/.  10.s\  had  been  subscribed  out  of  a 
capital  of  25.000Z.  required  to  float  the  exhibition.  Mr.  K. 
Keating  Clay,  J. P.,  solicitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland,  seconded  a  resolution  abandoning  the  project,  and 
the  committee  then  dissolved. 

Guardians  and  their  Doctors. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  ordered  a  sworn  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  a  charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  brought 
against  the  Guardians  of  the  Kilrush  Union. 

The  L.G.B.  has  refused  to  sanction  a  charge  of  11.  Is. 
paid  by  the  Mallow  Guardians  to  Dr.  Moynihan  for  examin- 
ing a  dangerous  lunatic,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a 
dispensary  doctor.    The  Mallow  Guardians  are  indignant. 

Dr.  Delahoyd,  L.A.H.,  has  complained  to  the  L.G.B.  of  Dr 
Casey,  of  the  Medical  Hall,  Ormond  Quay.  The  North  Dublin 
Guardians  think  Dr.  Delahoyd  ought  to  have  brought  his 
complaint  to  them,  and  they  have  called  upon  the  L.G.B.  to 
explain  why  the  Board  should  have  entered  into  direct  corre- 
spondence with  these  officers,  instead  of  communicating  with 
them  through  the  Dispensary  Committee. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

Owing  to  Mr.  W.  McCarthy's  inability  to  read  his  promised 
paper,  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  January  21  will  be  devoted 
to  discussions  on  pharmaceutical  questions  appearing  in 
The  Chemist  and  Dbugc4IST  from  time  to  time,  and 
making  final  arrangements  for  the  annual  dance  on  Wednes- 
day next,  January  26,  in  the  Rotunda. 

Business  Changes 

Mr.  A.  L.  Doran,  M.P.S.I.,  Bray,  has  just  completed  ex 
tensive  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  interior  of  his 
Medical  Hall,  Goldsmith  Terrace,  Queensborough  Road. 
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Mr.  A.  J.  Cahill,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  shortly  opening 
■"  The  Dorset  Pharmacy,"  67  North  Circular  Road,  Dublin. 
Mr.  Cahill  was  formerly  with  Messrs.  J.  Leonard  &  Co.,  North 
Earl  Street,  and  lately  manager  of  Dr.  Swayne's  Medical 
Hall,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


(Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire  in  a  Paisley  Drug-store. 

A  fire,  which  did  about  150?.  worth  of  damage,  broke  out 
in  the  drug-store  at  43  Causeyside,  Paisley,  on  January  13, 
and  while  the  fire-brigade  were  engaged  extinguishing  the 
Barnes  a  series  of  slight  explosions  occurred  amongst  the 

•  chemicals,  which  included  1|  gal.  of  ether  and  2  gals,  of 
methylated  spirit.  The  explosions  continued  at  intervals 
:for  several  hours,  but  no  one  was  injured. 

A  Corporation  Chemist  for  Glasgow. 

A  committee  of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  has  been  ap- 
ipointed  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the  desirability  of 
appointing  a  chemist  who  will  give  his  entire  services  to  the 
•Corporation. 

Pharmaceutical  Ethics  Mainly. 

The  third  evening  meeting  of  the  session  of  the  North 
British  Branch  was  held  on  Wednesday  night  in  the 
tPharniaceutical  Society's  house,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  J  L.  Ewing  presided,  and,  although  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  members,  yet  it  was 
anticipated  that  the  interest  and  importance  of  the  business 
would  have  attracted  a  larger  audience.    Mr.  David  Storrar 

•  (Kirkcaldy)  read  a  paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Ethics,"  and 
treated  the  subject  in  a  thoroughly  practical  manner,  with 
reference  to  the  pharmacist's  duty  to  himself,  his  fellow- 
tradesmen,  the  medical  profession,  the  public,  and  to  his 
•local  and  national  Associations.  The  remarks  which  followed 
were  of  a  laudatory  character.  Mr.  Anderson  Russell 
(/Glasgow)  suggested  that  the  moral  tone  of  districts  might 
be  improved  by  the  introduction  of  mild  rules,  a  breach  of 
which  should  be  regarded  as  an  offence  against  pharma- 
ceutical ethics.  Mr.  Storrar  was  awarded  a  vote  of  thanks. 
A  special  meeting  of  registered  chemists  and  pharmaceutical 
students  was  afterwards  held  in  support  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill.  After  a  friendly  discussion  the  meeting  passed  Mr. 
'C.  F.  Henry's  resolution  in  favour  of  the  Council's  draft  Bill, 
Mr.  Coull  dissenting.  A  full  report  of  the  meetings  will  be 
given  in  our  next  issue. 

Photographic  Exhibition. 

At  the  second  international  exhibition  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Blairgowrie  and  District  Photographic 
.Association,  Mr.  James  Petrie,  chemist,  Blairgowrie,  was 
awarded  the  silver  medal  for  his  exhibit  of  photographic 
■apparatus.  The  Sandell  Plate  Company  (Limited)  sent 
some  fine  prints  for  exhibition,  including  two  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  board-room  and  examination-hall  in 
Jiloomsbury  Square. 


Jfrencb  IRcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

No  Compromise.— The  Syndicate  of  Pharmaciens  in 
'Corsica  have  decided  not  to  entertain  any  proposal  made 
by  the  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  or  "  the 
tnakers  of  remedies  prohibited  by  law." 

Ameeican  Dentistry  seems  to  maintain  its  prestige 
amongst  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe.  A  well-known  Paris 
practitioner,  Dr.  John  H.  Spaulding,  has  just  been  sent  for 


to  St.  Petersburg  to  attend  professionally  some  members  of 
the  Imperial  family  there.  Dr.  Spaulding  had  the  some- 
what unique  distinction  of  being  dentist  to  the  late  Dr. 
Thomas  W.  Evans. 

The  Codex. — The  members  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy 
of  Paris  charged  with  the  revision  of  the  Codex  are  cluing 
the  thing  very  thoroughly,  and  have  arranged  thirteen  sub- 
committees each  taking  certain  sections  of  the  work — eg.. 
No.  1,  consisting  of  MM.  Bougarel^Marty,  ChastaiDg,  Moissan, 
and  Leidie,  are  to  take  mineral  acids  and  metallic  oxides; 
No.  5,  MM.  Wiirtz,  Yvon,  Bouchardat,  Patein,  and  Moureu.are 
to  take  alcohols,  ethers,  chloroform  and  pyrogenic  products. 

A  Medicated-watee  Supply. — The  inhabitants  of 
Chalon-sur-Saone  have  not  been  satisfied  with  their  water- 
supply  for  a  week  past.  It  has  been  delivered  to  them  with 
a  taste  of  phenol,  the  presence  of  which  was  at  first 
attributed  to  vegetation  that  had  formed  in  the  water-mains. 
The  pipes  have  been  carefully  cleaned,  and  still  the  taste 
continues,  and  the  Municipality  has  named  a  committee  of 
doctors,  chemists,  and  engineers  to  find  the  cause  and  a 
cure.  The  population  is  becoming  excited  about  the 
occurrence. 

Dr.  Schenk's  Sexual  Theoey  was  the  subject  of  a  dis- 
cussion at  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  last  Monday.  M. 
Edmond  Perrier  explained  that,  in  spite  of  the  general  in- 
credulity prevailing,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  zoologists 
have  already  elucidated  part  of  the  problem  the  Viennese 
doctor  is  studying.  M.  le  Dantec  said  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  question  of  sexuality  belongs  to  a  question  of  funda- 
mental chemical  constitution  of  living  things.  He  thinks 
that  the  grand  law  of  dyssimetry,  discovered  by  Pasteur,  is 
the  key  to  the  question. 

"  Technique  Miceobiologique  et  Skrotiierapique  " 
is  the  title  of  a  recently-published  guide  to  laboratory- work 
by  Dr.  Besson,  chief  of  the  bacteriological  laboratory  at  the 
Rennes  Military  Hospital.  The  book  is  intended  as  a  guide 
both  to  the  practised  chemist  and  the  student.  The  first 
part  is  devoted  to  general  technique  as  applied  to  all 
microbes.  Part  2  treats  of  special  technique  as  applied  to 
each  microbe.  The  third  and  last  part  is  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  methods  for  the  bacteriological  analysis  of  air  and 
water.  The  book  is  illustrated,  and  is  published  by  Baillicre 
at  8f. 

The  Paeis  Society  op  Pharmacy  held  its  annual 
meeting  last  week  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  M.  Sonnerat, 
last  year's  President,  made  his  farewell  speech  and  resigned 
his  seat  in  favour  of  M.  Bourquelot,  the  newly-elected 
President.  M.  Leidie  joined  him  as  Vice-President,  and 
M.  Bocquillon  as  the  new  annual  Secretary.  M.  Bourquelot 
introduced  himself  to  the  Society  in  his  new  functions  in 
suitable  terms,  and  M.  Guinochet  read  the  annual  report. 
MM.  Mouren  and  Vigier  gave  the  results  of  the  awards  for 
the  prizes  for  theses  in  the  sections  of  chemical  sciences  and 
natural  sciences,  the  two  gold-medallists  being  present  to 
receive  their  medals.  A  continuation  of  M.  Planchon's 
interesting  work  on  the  "  Teaching  of  Pharmacy  in  the 
Apothecaries'  Garden  "  was  also  read,  and  met  with  well- 
merited  applause.  M.  Burcker,  a  leading  army-pharmacist 
and  a  former  president  of  the  Society,  wrote  mentioning  that 
he  has  received  an  appointment  at  Marseilles  He  asked  to 
be  named  a  corresponding-member,  and  this  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  A  vote  of  regret  at  his  departure  was 
also  carried.  It  was  likewise  decided  that  the  Society  should 
publish  in  extenso  the  description  of  Caventou's  life  and 
work  read  some  time  since  at  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine 
(see  C.  4'  D.,  December  18,  page  944).  M.  Marty  remarked 
that  it  would  be  appropriate  to  make  this  manifestation  in 
honour  of  Caventou  and  Pelletier  at  the  moment  when  a 
subscription  is  being  organised  for  a  monument  to  their 
memory. 

A  Paris  Pharmacien's  Winter  Sunday's  Rest. — Last 
Sunday  I  had  an  appointment  with  a  pharmacien  near  the 
Pare  Monceau,  Paris.  "  If  you  want  to  find  me  free  for  half 
an  hour,"  he  had  said,  "come  round  one  Sunday  afternoon — 
that  is  my  slackest  time."  Slackest  time  !  I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  busy  time  is  like !  I  went  round  about 
2.30  p.m.  He  was  still  at  dejeuner  (supposed  to  com- 
mence at  midday)  in  the  shop-parlour.  "  Couldn't  get  to 
table  till  1  50,"  he  explained,  after  swallowing  his  cafe  noir; 
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had  such  a  lot  of  prescriptions  re  make  -p."  "  But  70a  have 
an  assistant,  and  I  see  tout  wife  is  in  charge  of  the  cash- 
desk  for  once."  -Yes.  and  they  have  both  been  as  busy  as 
myself."  -So  yen  never  re:  any  dominical  res:  1 "  ■•  I  won't 
sax  never,  but  la  irippe  is  about — resiles.  I  am  always 
busier  in  vrfnter  tine."  Well,  between  2.30  and  430  (when 
he  at  last  seem  el  able  to  settle  down  for  the  chat  1  wanted) 
there  were  always  cne.  an  3  usually  two.  customers  in  the  shop. 
-The  worst  of  it  is."  he  explained^  -  they  went  wait  nowadays. 
Some  cne  comes  in  wi:h  a  prescription  "How  long  will  it 
take  to  make  this  no  1 '  is  the  stereotyped  question  Now. 
I  know  if  I  say  ■  Call  round  in  half  an  hour/ they  will  go  to 
a  neighbouring  competitor,  sr  I  have  to  say  •  Ten  minutes.' 
and  get  them  to  wain"    "Yen  mean  pressing  recipes:" 

-  Not  at  all :  things  they  may  net  take  until  bedtime.  It  is 
simply  exigency.  doubtless  festered  by  excessive  competi- 
tion" "But  dees  Sunday  make  no  difference."  "  Xot 
worth  sneaking  of :  it's  about  the  same  as  ether  cays.  Of 
course  1  like  to  see  "business  good,  hut  the  strain  is  so  great. 
I  feel  it  often.  Ah  this  hurried  dispensing  is  turners  work 
£s  a  mistake  means  less  of  custom."  I  took:  mental  notes 
wane  waiting  hirst  came  a  manservant  for  some  boric 
aeid  for  his  master's  innrenua.  Then  a  shepkeeper  hrirgs 
in  his  little  girl  to  have  an  abscess  pierced — a  nasty  opera- 
tier— ari  the  vrrrgster  howledencrgh  to  frighten  everyone 
ere  00  the  shop  But  they  stayed :  people  do  not  usually  run 
away  when  ethers  are  entering  pair.  Four  customer 
came  in  while  she  was  being  operated  upen  : 
amongst  them  a  man  of  English  type  for  a  bottle 
cf  cough  mierrure  for  seme  children.  The  preparatdcr 
had  to  be  made  up  as  it  did  not  seem  to  be 
in  ste-rh.  Then  a  gentleman,  evidently  a  regular  client,  for 
a  prescription  alreaiy  prepared,  rwo  ladies  for  seme  corter- 

-  an  1  a  servant-girl  :  r  a  tea:  :':r  a  feeiinr-'cettle.  At 
last  the  operation  cn  the  child  was  finished,  and  the  phar- 
maoien's  wife  consoled  her  with  a  jujube,  -Why  did  he 
n :  t  faxing  her  on  a  week-cay  1 "  I  ashed.  "  It  was  not  ripe 
yesterday."  explained  the  tharrraciem  Then  the  man- 
servant came  back.  -Master  says  the  powder  dresr'trrake 
him  sneeze."    ~  It  is  nor  meant  to."  explained  the  chemist: 

-  tell  him  t-e  sniff  it  np  his  rosrrils.  and  it  will  stop  the 
running  ••  -  sine  ulruees  talk  the  man  fnahy  seioed 
the  ilea  and  retired.  Then  came  an  old  woman  for  a 
peuuywrrth  :f  herbal  me  Heine,  ana  the  strean  :f  people 
seemed  to  how  continually.  The  pharmacien  chaffed  me 
about  -  ieeninical  rest"  as  each  customer  went  cuu  He 
had  never  been  to  London,  he  said,  and  wondered  how 
chemists  "--.-aged  *o  get  Sunday  rest  there.  In  winter  he 
often  did  not  get  his  evening  dinner  until  9  p.m..  he  said, 
and  when  I  get  outside  the  pharmacy  I  found  that  my  con- 
templated half-hem's  -unlet  chat  on  the  higher  rxuitics  of 
Trench  pharmaey  hat  teen  replaced  by  an  entertain- 
ing couple  of  hours"  panoramic  view  of  the  pharmaciens 
customers,  with  he— sole  acting  a;  showman. 


Colonial  an£  foreign  IFtews, 


METEcrnaiED  Spinet  it  DrB3A>. — On  December  22 
a  chemist  in  Durban  ISatal.  was  charged  with  selling 
mere  than  a  gallon  of  methylated  spirits  to  two  different 
people.  Owing  to  a  technicality  in  the  charge  the  case 
was  dismissei.  It  appears  that  this  is  not  the  first  case 
which  has  failei  for  the  same  reascm 

ACEZinsx  Swtvdlzd. — Mr.  Alexander  Cameron,  chemist, 
residing  in  ""iettria  Brad.  V.": east 00k.  Cape  Celery,  was  ere 
of  several  trafesmen  swindled  by  a  man  named  Robert  Eruce. 
who  represer:e-d  himself  as  agent  for  the  Ocean  Accident 
and  Grarautee  Corporation.  Mr.  Cameron  paid  him 
1..  5i.  si.  cn  arrrrmt  ef  a  rolicy.  Bruce  is  now  coin z  six 
months'. 

NlGHT-BTTT  Ch^e^e. — German  pharmacy  is  all  astir 
just  now  in  eensequenee  of  the  introdnetion  of  a  new  tariff 
c-f  retail  cha-ges  r  r:  metrites  oenseoner.:  ut  en  the  annual 
revision.  Here  is  r:  thing  rarrrbarly  not  ails  about  the 
tariff  to  outsiders,  except  that  in  Hesse  a  charge  of  50ph 


6  "\  is  alio— el  beyond  the  :  arid-rate  for  medicine  supplied 
"oetween  10  at  night  and  6  in  the  morning. 

Stesday  Teade.— The  Beiiin  Druggists'  Company  have 
petitioned  the  Reichstag  in  regard  to  the  order  under 
which  apothekers  may  only  sell  medicines  and  necessaries 
for  the  sick  on  Sundays.  The  druggists,  who  have  not  that 
privilege,  demand  a  stricter  observance  of  the  order.  It 
is  alleged  that  apothekers  sell  perfumes,  toilet -articles,  and 
sirnilar  preparations  quite  freely  on  Sundays. 

Tbade-marss  ly  Bolivia. — Statements  have  been  pub- 
lished  by  rater t-agents  mtimating  that  it  is  obligatory  ttat 
any  trade-marks  on  foreign  gocds  sold  in  Bolivia  must  be 
reeoisterea  in  that  country.  Mr.  Palmer,  secretary  of  tie- 
Trade-mark  Owners'  Mutual  Protection  Association,  Basirg- 
hall  Street.  E.C.,  states  that  this  assertion  has  no  foundation, 
though  he  recognises  that  it  is  advisable  to  register  trade- 
marks in  Bolivia  for  geeds  which  are  to  be  sold  there. 

Btxgabiax  Pharmacy. — The  Sobranje  has  passed  the- 
irs: realtor  ei  a  hill  for  ameeeiirg  the  present  pharmacy 
law.  Under  this  it  is  provided  that  in  the  event  of  the  death 
of  a  pharmacist  who  holds  a  concession  the  licence  can  be- 
passed  on  to  a  son,  if  he  is  qualified,  or  if  the  children  are- 
Tn-T  ~  the  business  can  be  carried  on  until  they  reach  their 
majority,  and  a  widow  can  carry  cn  the  business  for  five 
years  provided  she  does  not  marry  in  the  meantime.  These- 
privileges  will  be  extended  to  naturalised  Bulgarians  also. 

American"  Chemical  Society. — The  semi-annual  meeting 
of  this  Society  was  held  at  Washington  under  the  presidency 
of  Professor  C.  B.  Dudley.  The  members  had  a  good  time,, 
being  received  cy  President  McKinley,  entertained  in  a 
brewery,  banqueted  elsewhere,  and  mace  happy  generally. 
No  report  of  the  scientific  proceedings  has  reached  us,  but  we- 
hear  that  Professor  Charles  E.  Murrc-e,  F.C.S.,  of  the  Columbia- 
University,  Washington,  was  elected  President,  and  amor  gsb 
the  councillors  and  directors  are  Professors  E.  W.  Clarke- 
(Wasbington),  A.  B.  Prescott  (Ann  Arbor,  Mich.).  Charles  E. 
Chemiler  New  York;,  ari  ?e:er  T.  Auseen  New  York  . 

The  A.C.S.  Peestdeyt. — Professor  Charles  E.  Mnnroe,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  is  not  yet  50  years  of  age,  but  the- 
pr eminence  he  has  reached  in  chemical  work  and  literature- 
entitl-.-  rim  ::  re::rni:i:r  re  this  sere.  Ir  1571  he  was- 
appointed  assistant  in  chemistry  in  Havard  College.  When 
at  the  Naval  War  College  his  chemical  work  was  directed  to 
the  study  cf  explosives,  his  great  achievement  being  the 
discovery  of  indurite,  a  navy  smokeless  powder.  Since  1692 
he  has  been  professor  of  chemistry  in  Columbian  University 
and  Dean  of  the  Corcoran  School  of  Graduate  Studies. 

Eetse's  Fluid  Magyesia. — A  case  affecting  the  rights- 
in  the  above-named  proprietary  medicine,  which  created 
much  interest  in  the  colony  of  Victoria,  was  heard  at  Mel- 
borrue  before  Mr.  Justice  Hodees  on  December  7,  8,  9,  and 
10.  The  plaintiffs  were  Feitor.  Grimwade  &  Co..  the  well- 
knrwr  wholesale  druggists,  ri  Mel:  rrrue.  ari  the  defer. dart 
was  Felix  Krrse,  a  tranrhuacturirg  chemist,  also  of  Melbourne. 
The  plaintiffs  claimed  to  be  the  proprietors  of  "  Kruse's  Fluid 
Marnesia.''  They  bought  the  right  in  it  from  the  defendant's, 
father  thirty  years  ago.  Latterly  the  defendant  had  been 
manufacturing  a  similar  article.  He  began  seme  ten  years 
ago,  and.  according  to  the  evidence,  he  at  that  rime  consulted 
the  solicitor  who  in  this  case  was  acting  for  the  plaintiffs. 
He  was  advised,  and  the  Judge  thought-  rightly  advised,  that 
he  could  use  his  name:  but  he  was  at  the  same  time- 
cautioned  that  while  he  could  use  his  name  in  connection  with 
that  manufaorure,  he  would  have  to  be  careful  that  he  did  not 
so  use  it  as  to  mislead.  That  advice,  said  the  Judge,  was  good 
in  law  and  honest  in  morals.  He  then  produced  a  bottle,  which 
was  labelled  "  Flrid  Magnesia — Felix  Eruse."  It  was  a  round 
bottle,  the  original  beirg  a  ha:  ore.  ari  was  cot  up  in  quite- 
different  style  to  the  bottle  of  the  plamtiffs.  In  his  judg- 
ment Mr.  Justice  Hodges  traced  the  gradual  steps  by  which 
the  defendant  had  advanced.  The  label  was  changed,  the 
bottle  was  changed,  a  hand  was  put  over  the  cork,  and  the 
defendant's  article  was  produced  to  lock  very  like  that  01 
"he  thirtif -.  Ire  defendant  had  riven  his  reasensfor  -one 
of  th«se  changes.  The  Judge  said,  "I  utterly  discredit 
him,  sni  feel  that  his  is  a  fraudulent  mind."  An  injunction 
v  as  granted. 
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Zbe  Winter  Session. 


NORTH  STAFFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
AND  DRUGGISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Copeland  Arms  Hotel, 
Stoke,  on  January  13,  Mr.  J.  Averill,  J.P.  (President),  in  the 
chair. 

The  evening  was  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Chaieman,  having  read  the  Bill,  said  the  chief  bone 
of  contention  seemed  to  be  the  third  clause,  and  the  conten- 
tion chiefly  came  from  pharmaceutical  chemists.  He 
thought  the  members  of  this  Association  were  in  perfect 
accord,  as  the  resolution  which  was  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  was  exactly  to  that  effect.  The  "  Major  man  " 
contended  that  when  he  had  passed  the  higher  scientific 
examination  to  qualify  himself  for  the  honour  of  member  - 
sh  p  he  felt  that  some  distinctive  honour  should  be  con- 
ferred upon  him.  He  thought  to  some  extent  the  Major 
man  had  a  good  case,  and  he  (the  Chairman)  supported  the 
suggestion  that  he  should  have  the  title  of  "  Fellow."  The 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  offered  to  members  a  higher 
examination  which  carried  the  title  of  a  Fellow,  and  he  did 
not  see  why  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  not  do  the 
same.    He  therefore  proposed  : — 

That  this  Association  agrees  with  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill  except  Clause  3,  which,  in  their  opinion,  should  read 
thus : — "  That  every  person  who,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  shall  have  been  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Society  according  to  the 
by-laws  thereof,  and  that  every  person  who,  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  shall  have  been  registered  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  or  shall  hereafter  pass  the  Major  or  higher  examination 
of  the  Society,  shall  have  the  title  of  '  Fellow  of  the  Society.'  " 

He  proposed  the  resolution  in  the  interests  of  the  Society 
and  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Cobnwell  (Hanley),  also  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  seconded. 

Mr.  Jones  (Hanley)  supported  the  resolution,  and  said  it 
would  be  a  pity  if  Mr.  Gibbons  and  those  gentlemen  acting 
with  him  stirred  muddy  water  and  discouraged  the  Society 
in  bringing  forward  a  Bill  which  would  certainly  benefit  the 
Society.  He  would  regret  to  see  the  opposition  grow,  and 
thought,  by  accepting  this  resolution,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  in  some  measure  soothe  the  opposition.  He 
also  objected  to  the  admission  of  student  associates. 

Mr.  Maeson  (Stafford),  Mr.  Mooee  (Hanley),  Mr.  Ceoydon 
(Newcastle),  and  Mr.  Ellastone  (North  Stafford  Infirmary) 
also  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolution,  which  was  ulti- 
mately carried  unanimously.  The  members  afterwards  dined 
together. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  fourth  meeting  of  the  twentieth  session  was  held  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  Edinburgh,  |on  January  14, 
Mr.  George  Sinclair,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  following  communications  were  read  : — 

The  Manipulation  op  Ceetain  Substances  Liable'to 
Explosion  in  Dispensing. 

By  Peter  Boa. 

About  sixteen  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of  reading  to 
the  members  of  this  Association  a  paper  on  the  influence 
exercised  by  different  methods  of  mixing  compound  powders 
on  their  miscibility  with  water.  On  the  present  occasion  I 
desire  to  refer  shortly  to  a  few  substances  which,  either  by 
themselves  or  when  compounded  with  other  materials,  re- 
quire special  manipulation  in  preparing  them  for  ad- 
ministration as  remedial  agents  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

The  efficiency  of  a  remedy,  as  well  as  the  convenience  of 
the  patient  and  the  reputation  of  the  dispenser — even  his 
personal  safety  in  some  cases— are  dependent  on  the  judi- 
cious selection  of  the  proper  method  by  which  to  manipulate 
it.  Quite  recently,  through  the  explosion  of  a  quantity  of 
erythrol  tetranitrate  in  course  of  preparation  for  medicinal 
use,  a  chemist  lost  his  life.    As  this  substance  is  in  fashion 


in  some  places,  and  may  possibly  come  into  more  general 
use,  I  may  take  it  as  a  convenient  basis  for  the  few  brief 
observations  which  I  have  to  make. 

Erythrol  tetranitrate  is  admittedly  explosive,  explosion 
being  occasioned  by   friction  or  concussion.    So  far  it 
has   been   mostly   administered  in  the  form  of  tablets. 
It  might  as  well  be  prescribed  in  powders.    Being  crystal- 
line, it  has  to  be  reduced  to  powder  previous  to  being  made 
into  tablets.    Sugar  of  milk  or  some  other  innocent  diluent 
is  employed  in  making  it  into  tablets,  which  are  prepared  by 
compression.    In  preparing  tablets  with  a  chocolate  basis, 
the  crystalline  substance  may  be  dissolved  in  warm  cacao- 
butter,  but  as  it  would  recrystallise  on  cooling  the  mass 
would  require  to  be  werked  up  to  ensure  uniformity,  and  this 
being  so  it  seems  preferable  to  mix  in  the  powdered  material 
from  the  first.    To  reduce  the  erythrol  tetranitrate  to  powder 
it  is  necessary  to  rub  it  in  a  mortar,  and  herein  lies  the 
danger  to  the  manipulator.    When  proceeding  to  reduce  a 
crystalline  substance  to  powder,  one  naturally  takes  a  compo- 
sition mortar  in  order  to  get  a  "  grip  "  cf  the  material.  The 
"grip"  obtained  by  the  use  of  such  a  mortar  is  just  what 
may  occasion  disaster  with  explosives.    For  such  substances 
a  mortar  and  pestle  of  glass  or  porcelain  with  uniformly 
glazed  surface  should  be  selected,  the  pressure  employed 
should  be  uniform  and  not  too  heavy,  knocking  or  pounding 
being  carefully  avoided.    If  operations  be  restricted  to  the 
small  quantities  likely  to  be  prescribed,  and  the  precautions  I 
have  indicated  observed  there  need  be  no  fear  of  any  worse 
mischief,  even  in  the  event  of  an  explosion  occurring,  than 
the  loss  of  the  mortar.    When  powdering  has  been  accom- 
plished, further  use  of  a  mortar,  should  mixing  with  other 
things  be  required,  is  unnecessary  and  undesirable.  Its 
further  use  would  merely  prolong  the  risk  of  explosion 
without  satisfactorily  influencing  the  mixing.    A  mortar  is, 
in  my  opinion,  a  most  inefficient  means  of  mixing  compound 
powders.    Suppose  we  take,  for  example,  one  part  of  pow- 
dered rhubarb  and  three  or  four  parts  of  bicarbonate  of 
sodium,  and  rub  them  together  for  ten  minutes  in  a  mortar, 
then  transfer  to  a  sheet  of  white  paper,  and  spread  out  thinly 
with  a  broad  spatula.    Numerous  streaks  of  the  two  ingre- 
dients will  be  visible,  caused  by  the  breaking  down  by  the 
spatula  of  little  particles  which  have  escaped  the  action  of 
the  pestle.    Had  mixing  been  carried  out  from  the  first,  by 
the  spatula  on  the  paper,  half  the  time  and  half  the  labour 
would  have  accomplished  an  infinitely  better  result.  So- 
when  dealing  with  an  explosive  substance  the  use  of  a 
spatula,  not  necessarily  of  steel,  if  any  other  material  be 
considered  preferable,  and  a  suitably  sized  piece  of  glazed 
paper  will  enable  the  operator  to  obtain  perfect  admixture 
with  other  ingredients  with  confidence  in  the  safety  of  the 
procedure. 

Chlorate  of  potassium,  oxide  of  silver,  permanganate  of 
potassium,  hypophosphites,  and  such  other  substances  liable 
to  explosion  should  be  powdered  or  mixed  with  care  on  the 
same  principles. 

When  explosion  occurs  it  usually  exerts  its  force  upward. 
It  is  well,  therefore,  that  the  operator  keep  his  face  away 
from  the  material.  If  the  contents  of  a  mortar  require, 
examination  this  had  better  be  done  while  the  pestle  is  at 
rest. 

Mr.  Duncan  had  doubts  about  mixing  with  a  spatula. 
Even  in  such  a  case  there  might  be  danger  if  a  metal  spatula 
were  used.  It  was  known  that  in  places  where  explosives 
were  manufactured  the  employes  were  forbidden  to  have 
any  articles  containing  metal  in  their  clothiEg,  or  in  their 
pockets  or  boots.  He  thought  either  a  bone  or  wooden 
spatula  should  be  used. 

Mr.  Heney  thought  a  sieve  might  be  used  safely.  He 
thought  the  method  of  mixing  by  a  spatula  would  not  apply 
well  when  dealing  with  large  quantities.  t 

The  Chaieman  also  expressed  surprise  at  the  suggestion 
to  mix  with  a  spatula.  He  had  frequent  experience  of  a 
mixture  of  potassium  chlorate  and  magnesium  chloride 
and  he  found  this  mixture  could  be  safely  manipulated  by 
using  the  reverse  or  wooden  end  of  the  pestle. 

The  next  communication  was  on 

Unguent.  Acid.  Caebolic.  B.P. 
By  C.  F.  Henry. 
Carbolic  acid  is  said  to  be  soluble  in  soft  paraffin  to  the 
extent  of  1  in  20.    This  is  not  correct,  as  if  the  two  be 
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'heated  together,  well  stirred,  and  allowed  to  cool,  some  of 
the  acid  will  crystallise  out.  This  occurs  when  either  liquid 
or  crystalline  acid  is  used.  Stirring  when  cooling  does  not 
'facilitate  solution,  but  only  tends  to  form  a  mechanical 
■mixture  of  the  two  substances.  The  presence  of  hard 
paraffin  in  the  B.P.  formula,  and  increase  in  strength  to  1  in 
19,  aggravates  the  difficulty.  In  a  quantity  of  this  ointment 
in  which  5].  crystal  acid  was  used,  30  grs.  of  an  oily  liquid 
separated  out  in  3  hours,  the  ointment  having  been  prepared 
■by  heating,  stirring  in  the  acid,  and  then  allowing  to  cool 
without  further  stirring.  Had  the  acid  been  soluble  this 
would  not  have  occurred.  For  several  years  I  have  noticed 
'that  in  a  mixture  of  soft  paraffin  and  carbolic  acid,  the  latter 
-crystallises  out  in  fine  acicular  crystals  on  keeping. 

How  it  crystallises  out  might  form  the  subject  of  some 
interesting  theorising.  My  own  view  is  that  the  acid  being 
volatile,  volatilises  at  ordinary  temperatures,  and  then 
hecomes  hydrated  by  absorption  of  water  from  the  atmo- 
sphere. Crystallisation  takes  place  whenever  the  temperature 
.gets  below  40°  F.  Making  an  ointment  of  a  volatile  substance 
like  carbolic  acid  by  means  of  heat  is  neither  proper  nor 
■pharmaceutically  correct.  To  remedy  these  defects  was  the 
•object  of  a  few  experiments  with  various  bases.  Those  in 
which  the  acid  is  most  soluble — viz.,  olive  oil,  in  which  it  is 
Boluble  1  in  2,  and  glycerine,  3k  in  1 — naturally  suggested 
themselves  first. 

Of  the  different  bases  used  the  following"  formula  was 
(found  the  most  suitable  : — 

Carbolic  acid  ...  25  gr.,  or  1  gramme  or  part 

Glycerine  ...  ...  50  minims,  or  2  grammes  or  parts 

Water        ...       ...  50  minims,  or  2  grammes  or  parts. 

Wool  fat    ...       ...  350  gr.,  or  14  grammes  or  parts 

Dissolve  the  acid  in  the  glycerine,  add  the  water,  then  mix 
(.them  with  the  wool  fat. 

The  water  is  added  to  hydrate  the  glycerine. 

Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Boa  pointed  out  that  this  matter  of 
crystallisation  of  the  carbolic  acid  in  the  ointment  had  been 
-deilt  with  before.  Mr.  Duncan  said  he  had  found  the 
solubility  of  the  acid  in  soft  paraffin  to  be  about  1  in  34. 
A  solution  of  the  acid  in  water  and  glycerine  before  mixing 
■with  the  basis  overcame  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  crystallisation  in  this  instance  seemed 
-to  be  due  to  volatilisation  of  acid,  which  subsequently  con- 
densed in  crystals  in  the  vacant  space  in  the  half-empty  pot. 
This  cuild  be  obviated  by  sending  the  ointment  out  in 
■  collapsible  tubes. 

Mr.  Sinclair  said  he  had  found  lanoline  and  cold  cream 
-an  excellent  basis  for  this  ointment. 

The  next  communication  was  on 

An  Unusual  Mixture. 

By  C.  F.  Henry. 

1  was  recently  handed  an  order  for  a  Winchester  quart  of 
•a  mixture  which  must  contain  certain  proportions,  equally 
distributed,  of  white  wax,  borax,  and  water,  with  the  stipu- 
lation that  no  oil  other  than  turpentine  be  used  in  making 
it  up.  The  following  method  was  found  to  yield  the  most 
satisfactory  result : — Dissolve  the  white  wax  in  the  turpen- 
tine, then  emulsify  this  mixture  with  mucilage  of  acacia, 
dissolve  the  borax  in  the  water,  and  then  gradually  add  it  to 
the  emulsion.  It  yielded  a  white  mixture  with  the  wax 
•equally  distributed  throughout.    The  formula  is — ■ 

Cerse  alb.      ...       ...       ...       ...  4  dr. 

01.  terebinth....       ...       ...       ...  2  oz. 

Mucil.  acacise    1  oz. 

Aquse   4  oz. 

Boracis    80  gr. 

"Soft-soap  was  tried,  but  it  does  not  give  such  a  good  result 
as  the  above,  nor  does  it  absorb  the  water  so  perfectly. 
My  object  in  bringing  this  before  you  is  to  ascertain  if 
■anyone  can  suggest  a  better  method. 

The  next  communication  was  on 

Resinous  Emulsions  or  Mixtures. 
By  William  Duncan. 
The  author  said  there  was  nothing  new  or  original  in  what 
•he  had  to  say.    He  merely  brought  the  subject  forward 
because  there  seemed  to  be  many  who  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  method.    It  had  been  found  that  in  the  case  of 


mixtures  consisting  entirely  or  nearly  of  a  resinous  tincture 
and  a  watery  menstruum,  a  satisfactory  and  permanent 
emulsion  could  be  made  by  filling  the  bottle  three-fourths 
full  of  the  menstruum,  and  adding  the  tincture  by  pouring  it 
through  a  small  funnel  into  the  centre  of  the  liquid,  so  as  not 
to  touch  the  sides  of  the  bottle,  and  then  shaking 
thoroughly,  but  not  violently  or  long.  He  exhibited 
perfect  emulsions  made  by  this  method  and  kept  for  two 
years.  The  emulsions  contained  k  oz.  of  tincture  of  Indian 
hemp,  1  oz.  of  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiacum,  and 
1  oz.  of  tincture  of  myrrh,  respectively  in  6  oz.  of  water. 
The  guaiacum  emulsion  showed  most  tendency  to  deposit, 
but  it  could  be  easily  diffused  by  shaking.  The  presence 
of  a  salt  such  as  potassium  bromide  tended  to  interfere  with 
the  permanence  of  the  emulsion,  and,  indeed,  care  was 
required  in  all  cases  where  the  menstruum  was  not  mainly  of 
an  aqueous  character. 

The  next  communication  was  on 

The  Pharmacy  Act  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 
By  J.  Rutherford  Hill. 

The  author  gave  an  historical  sketch  of  the  subject  of 
Poison  Regulations  in  Britain,  including  the  Arsenic  Act  of 
1851,  and  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  and  explained  the 
construction  that  had  been  put  upon  the  words  and  clauses 
of  the  Acts  by  the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  course  of  their 
practical  application.  He  also  replied  to  a  series  of  queries 
that  had  been  put  dealing  with  details  that  arise  in  practice 
in  the  sale  of  poisons. 

On  the  motion  of  the  CHAIRMAN,  votes  of  thanks  were 
awarded  to  the  authors. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

An  announcement  just  issued  by  the  committee  gives  the 
following  as  the  programme  for  the  second  half  of  the  current 
session : — 

Jan.   20. — Musical  and  Social  Evening. 

„     27. — Paper  :  "  How  an  Evening  Paper  is  Produced." 
E.  W.  Richardson. 
Feb.    3. — Cinderella  Dance. 

„     10. — Short  Papers  by  Members. 

„     17. — Paper :"  Formaldehyde  in  Dispensing."   G.  Roe. 

„     24. — Discussion  :  "  Trades  Unionism  in  Pharmacy." 
Opened  by  the  President. 
Mar.    3. — Annual  Dinner,  Holbom  Restaurant. 

„     10. — Paper  :  "  Resume"  of  Mercury."    J.  Fothergill. 

„     17. — Demonstration:  "  Water.analysis."  E.W.Hill. 

,,     24. — Cinderella  Dance,  Portman  Rooms. 

„     31. — Paper  :  "  Alternation  of  Generations."  Harold 
Matthews. 
April  21. — Musical  and  Social  Evening. 

„     28. — Discussion  :  "  The  New  British  Pharmacopoeia." 
May     5. — Annual  General  Meeting. 


LIVERPOOL   PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

The  eighth  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this  Society 
was  held  at  the  Bee  Hotel  on  Thursday,  January  13.  There 
was  a  smaller  attendance  of  members  and  friends  than  usual, 
only  about  thirty-five  being  present.  The  President,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Peirson,  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  guests  of  the  even- 
ing were  Drs.  Nevins,  Logan,  and  Larkin.  The  charac- 
teristic toasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  a  choice  selection  of 
music  and  recitation  was  rendered  by  Messrs.  Calder, 
O'Bierne,  Herbert,  B.  Wood,  Sam  Brown,  and  Mr.  Ernest 
Hawkins. 

SUNDERLAND  CHEMISTS  ASSOCIATION. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel  on 
January  13.  Mr.  C.  P.  Fairman  was  in  the  chair,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  C.  Ranken).  A  letter  was  also 
received  from  Alderman  Harrison,  J. P.,  expressing  regret  at 
his  inability  to  attend. 

The  meeting  had  before  it  the  suggestion  of  the  Federation 
in  regard  to  organisation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
After  a  good  discussion,  the  following  resolutions  were  agreed 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Federation  : — 

(1)  That  registered  students  only  be  taken  as  apprentices.  (2) 
That  a  further  distinctive  title  be  given  to  Major  men.    (3)  That 
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the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  be  approached  with  a 
view  to  forming  a  third  part  of  the  schedule,  so  as  to  include 
recent  and  other  dangerous  remedies  now  so  indiscriminately  sold 
by  unqualified  persons. 


THE  ABERDEEN  AND  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND  SOCIETY 

OF  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS. 
The  "At  Home"  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  Douglas 
Hotel  on  January  19  at  8  o'clock.  Supper  was  served  at 
10  o'clock.  Mr.  John  Cruickshank  in  the  chair.  The  toast- 
list  was  curtailed  to  do  justice  to  the  dance  and  musical 
programmes.  Miss  Cran,  Miss  Aggie  Ritchie,  Mrs.  Jaffray, 
Messrs.  P.  M.  Cran,  N.  B.  Cran,  and  M.  F.  Ritchie  con- 
tributed to  the  music  programme.  The  night's  entertainment 
concluded  at  1.30  A.M. 


ABERDEEN  JUNIOR  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  on  January  14,  Mr.  Wallace  (President)  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  Robert  Glegg  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Heat," 
which  proved  to  be  very  interesting.  This  is  the  fifth  year 
in  succession  that  Mr.  Glegg  has  lectured  to  this  Association 
on  scientific  subjects. 


BRADFORD  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  January  18,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  H. 
Waddington)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  Fitzwater  What  gave 
a  lecture,  entitled  "  Awheel  in  Brittany  :  A  Summer  Tour  of 
Two  Bradfordians."  There  was  a  large  audience.  The 
lecture  consisted  of  an  account  of  a  cycling  tour,  and  it  was 
illustrated  by  a  hundred  lantern-slides  from  photographs 
taken  by  the  tourists.  Mr.  Wray  spoke  in  a  bright  and  enter- 
taining style,  and  was  cordially  thanked. 

THE    MANCHESTER    PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 
Trying  to  Utilise  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening  January  19,  Mr.  John  Taylor,  of  Bolton,  read  a 
paper  on  "  Organisation."  Mr.  Taylor  said  his  opinions  had 
undergone  little,  if  any,  variation  since  he  read  his  previous 
paper.  It  was  difficult  to  say  anything  new  about  organisa- 
tion. He  did  not  find  much  light  in  the  letters  and  papers  on 
the  subject  which  had  appeared.  An  exception  should, 
perhaps,  be  made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Newsholme's  lecture. 
Nor  did  he  flatter  himself  that  he  could  illuminate  them  to 
any  greater  extent.  The  Charter  and  the  Acts  lay  down 
certain  lines  of  organisation.  But  there  is  no  provision  for 
compelling  the  adherence  of  members  of  the  trade  to  the 
organisation  set  up  by  them.  And  this  he  thought  right. 
The  problem  then  is  how  to  secure  the  complete,  or  nearly 
complete,  adherence  of  the  trade  by  its  free  consent  to  the 
Society  to  which  the  State  has  committed  the  duties  of 
examination  and  registration.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
he  thought,  had  well  discharged  the  duty  of  seeing  to  the 
progress  of  pharmacy.  But  on  the  commercial  side  it  must 
be  held  to  have  largely  failed. 

He  Did  not  Agree  With  Mb.  Newsholme 

that,  in  regard  to  trade-protection  in  the  sense  of  attempt- 
ing to  regulate  prices  or  solving  any  other  problem  of  purely 
commercial  importance,  the  Society  and  Council  could  not 
take  action.  He  admitted  that  prices  were  outside  the 
power  of  the  Society  to  regulate.  The  Society  had  been 
charged  repeatedly  with  trying  to  fill  its  pockets  and  those 
of  the  trade  by  prosecuting  illegal  traders.  But  these  unjust 
allegations  should  not  prevent  the  Society  safeguarding  as 
a  trade  union  the  interests,  commercial  and  otherwise,  of 
the  trade.  The  local-organisation  scheme  now  being  boomed 
so  largely  by  the  Federation  is  based  on  a  wrong  idea  of  the 
situation.  It  accepts  the  argument  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  "  cannot  "  take  cognisance  of  trade  questions 
and  that  therefore  we  must  erect  alongside  it  a 
trade  union  to  be  its  complement  and  recruiter.  Mr. 
Newsholme,  while  disclaiming  any  intention  of  pointing 
to  the  Society  as  an  easy  way  out  of  our  difficulties,  says, 
"When  any  chemist  fully  realises  the  full  value  of  combina- 
tion for  mutual  defence  and  professional  advancement,  it 


will  not  be  long  before  he  perceives  that  the  Society  offers 
the  simplest  means  of  alleviating  his  position."  That  is, 
"  the  simplest  means  of  alleviating  his  position  is  to  join  a 
Society  of  which  even  its  most  devoted  adherents  say  '  it 
cannot,'  nor  '  will  not,'  take  action  on  purely  commercial 
questions  !  "  If  the  Society  is  simply  to  exist  to  carry  out 
the  State  functions  deputed  to  it,  it  does  not  require,  and 
need  not  seek,  the  adherence  of  the  trade.  Properly 
administered  and  cared  for,  the  funds  allocated  to  it  by  the 
State  will  be  sufficient,  and  it  needs  not  the  money  of  sub- 
scribers to  carry  on  its  functions.  If,  then,  that  is  all  it  is  to 
do,  let  us  be  done  with  the  complaint  that  the  trade  will  not 
support  the  Society.  Mr.  Newsholme  says,  "  The  crying  need 
of  the  time  is  a  system  of  local  organisation  amongst  phar- 
macists which  shall  embrace  the  whole  body."  The  author 
agreed  with  this,  but  wanted  to  see  that  organisation  begun, 
carried  out,  and  sustained  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
That  Society  should  take  for  its  motto,  "  Nothing  that  is  of 
interest  to  pharmacists  is  foreign  to  us." 

If  This  is  Trade-unionism 

pure  and  simple,  it  is  none  the  worse  on  that  account. 
Moreover,  whatever  action  the  Society  takes  under  its 
State-delegated  powers  is  credited  to  its  trade-unionism 
by  the  general  public.  So  there  need  be  no  false  shame 
as  to  the  proper  discharge  of  those  functions.  So  long 
as  they  are  fairly  and  impartially  discharged  there  will 
be  no  discredit  to  the  Society,  even  if  the  result  be 
to  help  to  fill  the  pockets  of  legally  -  qualified 
men.  Short  of  the  regulation  of  prices,  they 
ought  to  be  able  to  do  through  the  Society  all  that  is 
proposed  to  be  done  by  a  federation  of  local  associations. 
The  advantages  of  trade  unions  were  dwelt  upon,  and  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  was  referred  to  as  a  body  largely 
analogous  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  examines  and. 
registers  solicitors,  and  all  who  practise  have  to  pay  to  it  an 
annual  fee.  All  practisiDg-solicitors  have  a  voice  by  vote  in 
its  affairs,  and  every  solicitor  is  eligible  for  election  to  its 
Council,  or  any  office  under  it.  It  interests  itself  in  the 
scientific  and  State  aspects  of  law  and  legislation,  but  does 
not  disdain  to  look  equally  keenly  after  what  may  be  called 
"  the  purely  commercial "  aspect  of  the  solicitors'  profession. 
Mr.  Taylor's  conclusions  were  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
ought  to  be  reorganised  on  a  democratic  basis.  Not  only 
should  every  subscriber  have  a  vote,  but  every  subscriber 
should  also  be  eligible  for  office.  The  interests  of  Major 
men  should  be  safeguarded  so  far  as  honours  are  concerned.  He 
would  advocate  what  has  been  called  the  territorial  system 
of  representation.  Each  local  association  should  be  affiliated 
with  the  parent  Society— be  a  branch  of  it,  and  its  secretary 
the  local  secretary  of  the  Society.  These  branches  would 
keep  the  headquarters  in  touch  with  the  provinces.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  might  be  held  in  various 
places.  The  Society  should  openly  abandon  its  neglect  of 
commercial  questions.  Where  the  interests  of  a  single 
member  of  the  trade  are  involved  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
of  importance  to  the  rest  of  the  trade, 

The  Society  Ought  to  Intervene. 

It  could,  for  instance,  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
trade,  for  proper  remuneration,  the  services  of  an  expert 
solicitor,  or  expert  witnesses ;  in  questions  of  railway 
rates  or  interpretations  of  Acts  of  Parliament  by  local 
authorities,  the  Society  could  bring  to  bear,  as  representing 
a  large  and  important  body  of  traders,  an  amount  of  pres- 
tige and  expert  evidence  which  only  the  richest  pharmacists 
could  otherwise  command.  In  many  ways  a  strong  trade 
union,  such  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  be  made, 
could  help  traders  without  abuse  or  abnegation  of  its  quasi- 
State  functions.  Suppose  the  Society  were  reorganised  on 
the  above  basis,  the  result  would  be,  he  believed,  that  seventy 
five  per  cent,  of  the  drug-trade  would  be  brought  in  the 
Society ;  and  when  that  result  was  attained  pride  and  interest 
would  point  out  ways  of  using  their  strength.  The  Society 
could  not,  and  ought  not  to,  save  its  members  from  competi- 
tion in  the  prices  of  those  articles  they  handle  in  common 
with  other  traders.  Such  a  salvation,  if  needed,  must  be 
got  in  common  with  those  competitors.  But  he  believed 
that  if  seventy-five  per  cent,  were  members  of  a  society  or 
union    there    would    grow    and    strengthen    a  feeling 
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that  would  mitigate  unfair  and  unneighbourly  com- 
petition within  their  ranks.  An  ethical  code  would  form, 
and  a  large  and  powerful  Society  of  Pharmacists  could  have 
effect  on  legislative  action.  The  question  of  jury-service, 
for  instance,  would  be  powerfully  affected.  In  the  fierce 
competition  and  constantly  occurring  fresh  conditions  of 
modem  trade,  a  strong  union  could  be  of  great  service  to  its 
members,  and  those  trades  will  come  best  out  of  the  conflict 
who  are  best  organised  and  most  strongly  united.  It  was  a 
great  task  which  he  proposed.  Who  will  undertake  it  ?  Are 
there  none  of  the  princes  of  pharmacy  who  can  be  fired  with 
the  desire  to  devote  their  time  and  energy  to  the  task  1  Is 
it  of  no  use  to  hope  that  we  may  bring  the  highest  in  our 
calling  to  see  that  in  the  ranks  there  are  thousands  in  a 
small  way  of  trade  as  well  educated,  as  honourable,  and  as 
deserving  as  themselves,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  these 
questions  1  They  are  men  to  whom  matters  of  education  and 
recognition  by  learned  societies  are  of  less  moment  than  the 
question  of  a  living  and  a  future  for  them  and  theirs.  Must 
they  always  live  and  fight  alone  for  want  of  a  society  which, 
studying  their  interests,  shall  command  their  sympathies 
and  enlist  their  support '.'  He  trusted  not.  The  success  of 
such  a  reorganisation  as  he  had  roughly  sketched  did  not 
depend  upon  whether  men  are  clubbable  or  not.  It  depends 
on  a  due  recognition  that  the  interests  of  one  man  engaged 
in  pharmacy  are  the  interests  of  all.  He  (the  author)  was 
not  a  clubbable  man,  he  feared.  He  was  a  busy  man  and  a 
comparatively  poor  man,  but  if  he  could  do  anything  to 
bring  about  the  more  perfect  organisation  of  pharmacists,  he 
should  of  such  a  work  be  intensely  proud. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley)  said  he  had  hoped 
that  Mr.  Taylor  might  have  alluded  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  a 
draft  of  which  had  been  already  published.  Organisation 
was  what  pharmacists  were  aiming  at.  Mr.  Taylor  perti- 
nently asked,  Who  is  to  do  it  ?  and  later  invoked  the  aid  of 
the  princes  of  pharmacy  ;  but  to  his  (the  Chairman's)  mind 
there  was  only  one  party  that  could  do  it,  and  that  was 
the  body  of  the  chemists  of  the  country,  and  until  they  were 
united  in  one  solid  body  there  was  no  hope  of  organisation. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  It  was  a  movement  which  ought  to  do  a 
great  deal  to  bring  the  pharmacists  of  the  country  into  one 
united  body. 

After  a  brief  discussion  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Tayloe,  who,  in  reply,  commented  on  the  Chairman's  ob- 
servations. His  own  views  were  opposite  to  those  which 
the  Chairman  had  intimated.  It  was  for  the  Society  to  let 
the  druggists  know  that  they  were  prepared  to  take  the 
commercial  aspect  of  the  question  in  hand.  In  organising  on 
a  commercial  basis  they  must  not  be  efraid  of  what  people 
said.  If  they  did  not  go  on  the  lines  he  had  pointed  out 
they  would  not  get  the  druggists  of  the  country  to  join  them. 
The  scientific  progress  of  pharmacy  must  follow  the  com- 
mercial. He  would  like  to  see  all  the  pharmacists  of  the 
country  associated  with  the  parent  Society. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Kiekby  then  opened  a  debate  on  the  new  Pharmacy 
Bill.    He  moved — 

That  this  meeting  cordially  approves  of  the  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  pledges  itself  to  do  its  utmost  to  ensure  its  passing  into 
law. 

He  thought  the  attention  of  pharmacists  had  been  drawn 
to  the  Bill  very  largely  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  rather  than 
as  a  matter  of  reason.  He  supported  the  Bill  for  two  chief 
reasons.  It  was  simply  a  matter  of  justice  that  the  men 
who  had  passed  the  Minor  examination  and  done  the  utmost 
the  law  required  them  to  do,  and  having  shown  that  their 
standard  of  education  was  sufficiently  high,  should  be 
admitted  to  the  membership  of  the  Society  which  governed 
them.  Pharmacists  did  not  get  the  recognition  they  ought 
to  get  and  which  they  had  a  right  to  expect.  Until  they 
secured  a  larger  membership  of  their  pharmaceutical 
associations  he  despaired  of  acquiring  all  the  recognition 
they  desired. 

Mr.  Kemp  seconded  the  motion.  The  present  Bill,  he 
said,  was  only  a  step  towards  a  better  organisation.  They 
were  at  present  a  very  disjointed  body.  Assuming  that 
Minor  men  got  on  the  Council,  he  did  not  see  why  they  should 
not  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  Society,  although  he  honoured 


the  men  who  had  taken  the  higher  qualification.  The  public 
did  not  go  after  a  man  because  he  had  taken  a  higher 
examination  than  another;  acumen,  intelligence,  and  com- 
mon sense  were  taken  into  account.  He  regretted  opposition 
to  the  Bill,  and  believed  those  who  were  opposing  it  would 
regret  it  twenty  years  hence. 

Mr.  Harrison  (Peel  Causeway)  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  the  meeting  was  not  interested  in  the  Bill 
of  a  Society  which  is  not  competent  to  deal  with  trade 
matters,  but  it  met  with  no  seconder. 

Mr.  W.  Gibbons  opposed  the  resolution.  He  would  have- 
liked  to  have  supported  the  amendment  but  it  did  not  go  far 
enough.  The  Bill  was  obnoxious  and  obstructive,  and  he 
must  express  his  disapproval  of  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the- 
official  journal,  which  ought  not  to  take  one  side  or  the  other. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  Bill  on  educational  grounds.  It 
proposed  to  make  members  of  all  those  who  were  qualified. 
They  were  to  be  members  of  one  body — a  sort  of  socialistic 
society.  It  would  cause  confusion  between  pharmaceutical 
chemists  and  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He- 
knew  that  there  was  a  strong  body  behind  him  who  would 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  Bill  becoming  law.  The- 
small  attendance  that  evening  was  evidence  either  of  short 
notice  or  of  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  Bill. 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  sent  out  500  notices,  so  that 
it  could  not  be  said  that  the  trade  of  the  district  had  not  had 
full  notification. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  Pilkington 
Sergeant,  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  and  Mr.  Handforth.. 
Mr.  Kirkby  having  replied,  the  Chairman  put  the  motion,, 
which  he  declared  carried,  nine  only  voting  against. 


£rafce*flDarft0  HppUet>  for. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  January  12,  1893.) 

"  Obtol,"  a  photographic  developer.  By  Julius  Hauif,  c/o  Fuerst 
Brothers,  17  Philpot  Lane,  E.C.  208,200. 

"Eugol";  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  2.  By  Bayard,  Sons 
&  Bayard,  26  Bridle  Lane,  Golden  Square,  W.,  manufacturing 
chemists.  208,778. 

"  Ag  pa  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,  horti 
cultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.  By  Actien 
Gesellschaftfiir  Anilin-Fabrikation,Birkbeek  Bank  Chambers 
Southampton  Buildings,  W.C,  manufacturers.  209,890.  Also 
for  perfumery.  209,892. 

"  Agfa";  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  Actien-Gesellschaft  fiir  Anilm-Fabrika- 
tion,  Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  Southampton  Buildings,  W.C. 
209,891. 

"  Ibis  "  ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  3.  By  A.  B.  Robinson,  29 
Seymour  Street,  Liverpool,  dentist.  207,206. 

"  V  ebaaka  "  ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  3.  By  C.  A.  Smith 
151  Seven  Sisters  Road,  Holloway,  N.,  homceopathisb 
207,841. 

"  Raven  "  ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  3,  but  not  including 
cough-mixtures  for  human  use,  liver-pills,  ointments  for 
human  use,  and  not  including  any  goods  of  a  like  kind  to  any 
of  these  excluded  goods.  By  Lever  Brothers,  Port  Sunlight, 
Birkenhead,  soap-manufacturers.  208,389.  Also  for  all  goods- 
in  Class  48.  208,390. 

A  series  of  shield-devices  with  facsimile  of  signature  of  firm, 
which  is  claimed  as  essential ;  for  medicines  for  human  use, 
By  Lambert  Brothers,  268  High  Street,  Stratford,  E.,  whole- 
sale druggists.  208,679. 

Sketch  of  group  of  heads ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Cls  ss  3.  B. 
the  Valentine  Extract  Company  (Limited),  St.  George's 
House,  Eastcheap,  E.C,  food-specialists.  209,608.  Also 
in  Class  42,  but  not  including  tea  or  goods  of  like  kinds  to  tea. 
209,609. 

"White  Dahlia"  and  "White  Poppy  ";  for  petroleum  oil  for 
burning.  By  the  Anglo-Caucasian  Oil  Company  (Limited), 
18  and  19  Great  St.  Helen's,  E.C.    208,659  and  208,660. 


For  Severe  Lumbago. — Dr.  Stuart  Bennie,  of  Dobcross, 
recommends  ammonii  chlorid.  gr.  xx.  combined  with  arnmonii 
carbonat.  gr.  v.,  or  a  mixture:  ammonii  chloridi  5iij.,  liquoris 
hydrargyri  perchloridi  jss.,  spiritus  chloroformii  jss.,  inf usuni 
gentian  x  compositum  ad  gvj. ;  gss.  ter  in  die  ex  aqua. 
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Xeoal  imports. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 

Unregistered  Sales  op  Poisonous  Alkaloids. 

At  Marylebone  Police  Court,  on  January  14,  Julius  Cfesar, 
chemist,  of  49  Chippenham  Road,  Paddington,  appeared  in 
answer  to  three  summonses,  issued  by  Inspector  Burridge 
for  unlawfully  selling  a  certain  poison — to  wit,  a  preparation 
of  atropine  and  morphia  sulphate — to  a  person  then 
unknown  to  him ;  for  before  delivering  it  not  making  or 
causing  to  be  made  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  the  date 
of  sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser,  and  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  stated  to  be  required,  with  the 
signature  of  the  said  purchaser ;  and  for  selling  the  same 
without  having  his  name  and  address  distinctly  labelled 
thereon. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Scott,  barrister,  defended  and  said  he  would 
plead  guilty  to  technical  breaches  of  the  Act  in  the  second 
and  third  summonses.  As  to  the  first  summons,  however,  he 
pleaded  not  guilty.  The  defendant  bought  the  business  of 
Mr.  Marsh  eighteen  months  ago,  and  instead  of  altering  the 
labels  the  defendant  had,  by  an  oversight,  continued  to  use 
the  old  ones.  As  to  the  defendant  having  served  an  un- 
known person,  he  pointed  out  that  the  woman  who  bought 
the  medicine  was  on  Mr.  Marsh's  books  as  a  customer,  and 
had  dealt  with  the  defendant  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  said  he  should  like  to  hear  what  the 
person  complaining  had  to  say  about  the  matter. 

A  Mr.  Kiely,  living  at  Willesden,  informed  the  Court  that 
his  wife  had  taken  morphia  under  a  prescription  of  a  doctor. 
The  latter  had  ceased  to  attend  her,  bat  she  still  took  the 
drug.  He  had  endeavoured  to  prevent  her  obtaining  it  and 
had  visited  numerous  chemists,  among  them  the  defendant, 
and  requested  them  not  to  supply  her.  On  November  8  he 
called  upon  the  defendant.  He  saw  his  assistant,  and  told 
'him  that  by  supplying  his  wife  with  this  stuff  he  was 
virtually  ruining  her,  himself,  and  his  children.  On  Christ- 
mas Eve  he  saw  the  defendant,  his  wife  being  with  him, 
and  told  him  on  no  account  to  allow  his  wife  to  be  supplied 
with  atropine  and  morphia  sulphate.  The  defendant 
promised  to  do  as  he  wished ;  but  on  January  4  he  found 
four  tubes  of  the  morphia,  without  any  label  attached  to 
them,  in  his  wife's  possession.  She  said  they  were  Julius 
Ca^ar's.  He  then  reported  the  matter  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
-Society  and  to  the  police.  The  defendant  had  also  sold  the 
preparation  to  the  witness's  children  on  numerous  occasions, 
the  children  merely  saying  they  had  come  from  Mrs.  Kiely. 

Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  said  that  the  first  summons  must  fail, 
and  would  be  dismissed.  In  the  second  there  would  be  a 
fine  of  31,  with  4s.  the  costs,  and  in  the  other  a  fine  of  51., 
with  2s.  the  costs,  the  alternative  in  each  instance,  in  default 
of  distress,  being  a  month's  imprisonment. 


Sale  of  "Infants'  Preservative." 
John  Henry  Hopkins,  chemist,  88  Alfred  Street  South, 
Nottingham,  was  charged  at  the  Nottingham  Summons 
'Court  with  selling,  on  the  evening  of  December  24  last,  a 
■mixture  containing  opium  in  a  bottle  that  was  not  distinctly 
labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article,  and  which  did  not 
bear  the  word  "  Poison."  The  summons  was  taken  out  by 
the  police  authorities,  and  the  case  was  heard  by  Alderman 
S.  H.  Sands  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith.  Dr  W.  E.  Bottrill 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  defendant,  who  pleaded 
not  guilty,  was  represented  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Welles  Lucas.  Dr. 
Bottrill  stated  that  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  under 
which  the  proceedings  were  taken,  it  was  laid  down  that  a 
bottle  must  be  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  poison  it  con- 
tained. On  Christmas  Eve  a  little  boy  named  Everington 
went  to  defendant's  shop  with  a  small  bottle  and  asked  to  be 
■supplied  with  a  pennyworth  of  "  infants'  preservative."  Mr. 
Hopkins  served  the  boy,  and  it  had  since  been  found  by 
analysis  that  the  mixture  contained  a  preparation  of 
opium.  The  word  "Poison"  was  not  attached  to  the 
bottle,  but  it  was  labelled  "Infants'  Preservative." 
That,  he  ventured  to  submit,  was  not  a  proper  description, 
and  did  not  suggest  to  the  purchaser  that  there  was  any 
opium  in  the  mixture.    In  order  to  emphasise  the  serious 


character  of  the  offence  he  would  relate  to  the  Bench  what 
was  the  result  of  the  sale  of  the  mixture.  On  the  night  that 
the  mixture  was  bought  some  of  it  was  given  to  a  four- 
months-old  female  child.  Next  morning  the  child  was 
crying,  was  white  in  the  face,  and  appeared  to  be  suffering- 
pain.  Medical  aid  was  summoned,  but  the  child  eventually 
died,  and  the  verdict  at  a  coroner's  inquest  was  that  death 
resulted  from  bronchitis,  accelerated  by  the  administration  of 
opium  in  the  form  of  a  paregoric  mixture.  The  Act  provided 
that  the  defendant,  if  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  should  be 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  51.,  and  he  (Dr.  Bottrill) 
thought  the  Bench  should  take  a  serious  view  of  the  case, 
for  the  defendant  was  a  properly  qualified  chemist  and  ought 
to  know  exactly  what  the  mixture  contained. 

After  the  boy  Everington  had  been  examined,  Sarah  Ann 
Edwards  spoke  to  sending  the  boy  for  the  mixture.  Replying 
to  Mr.  Lucas,  she  said  she  kDew  exactly  what  she  was 
giving  the  child,  having  had  the  same  mixture  from  Mr. 
Hopkins  before.  Mr.  Coulby,  surgeon,  stated  that  when  he 
saw  the  child  on  Christmas  Day  it  was  pale  and  was  un- 
conscious. He  formed  the  opinion  that  it  was  suffering 
from  opium-poisoning.  Young  children,  he  added,  were  very 
sensitive  to  the  influence  of  opium.  The  City  Analyst,  Mr. 
S.  R.  Trolman,  M.A.,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  result  of  his 
analysis,  and  said  that  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  would 
contain  5V  gr.  to  ^  gr.  of  morphia. 

Mr.  Lucas,  in  defence,  spoke  of  the  excellent  character 
borne  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  had  been  in  business  in 
Nottingham  as  a  chemist  for  many  years.  What  he  sold  to 
the  boy  was  cough-mixture,  which  he  had  sold  in  large 
quantities,  and  never  had  it  done  harm  to  any  child. 

Dr.  Bottrill  thought  such  a  statement  should  not  be  made 
unless  it  could  be  proved. 

Mr.  Lucas,  in  dealing  with  the  law  on  the  point,  said  he 
rested  his  case  on  section  3  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1869,  which  provided  that  medicine  supplied  by  a 
legally-qualified  medical  man,  or  dispensed  by  a  registered 
person,  is  exempted,  provided  it  is  labelled  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  seller,  and  the  ingredients,  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  person  to  whom  sold  or  delivered,  be 
entered  in  the  book  kept  by  the  seller.  He  contended  that 
this  section  covered  the  case,  and  that  the  Magistrates  must 
dism  iss  it. 

Dr.  Bottrill  contended  that  the  case  did  not  come  within 
this  section,  and  there  was  an  argument  whether  it  was 
intended  that  a  chemist  might  under  this  dispense  his  own 
prescriptions. 

The  Magistrates  held  the  view  that  an  offence  had  been 
committed  under  the  Act,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  20v. 


THE  SACCHARIN  CORPORATION  v. 
THE  CHEMICALS  AND  DRUGS  COMPANY  (LIMITED). 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Wednesday,  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Rigby  and  Yaughan  Williams, 
Mr.  Moulton,  Q.C.,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Saccharin  Cor- 
poration (Limited),  in  support  of  an  appeal  from  an  order  of 
Mr.  Justice  North,  who  declined  to  grant  an  interim  injunc- 
tion in  an  action  brought  by  plaintiffs  against  the  Chemicals 
and  Drugs  Company  (Limited),  to  restrain  the  sale  of 
saccharin  alleged  to  be  made  under  patents  owned  by  the 
appellants.  Counsel  stated  that  the  defendants  had  under- 
taken to  keep  an  account,  but  plaintiffs  were  not  satisfied 
with  that,  contending  that  the  case  was  one  in  which  an 
interim  injunction  should  be  granted.  Saccharin  was  a 
product  of  coal-tar,  and  the  first  patent  was  taken  out  in 
1885.  Four  pounds  of  the  substance  had  the  same  sweeten- 
ing-power as  a  ton  of  sugar,  and  it  was  becoming  a  most 
important  commercial  article.  The  Saccharin  Corporation 
was  formed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  original  patent,  and 
the  company  had  since  acquired  other  patents  for  improve- 
ments in'  the  method  of  manufacture.  These  patents 
practically  included  the  whole  of  the  existing  methods  by 
which  saccharin  could  be  manufactured.  There  was  a 
dispute  as  to  the  patent  of  1885,  and  no  doubt  there  was 
a  question  to  be  tried  on  that  point,  but  the  point  at  this 
stage  was  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled  to  an  interim  injunction.  He  submitted  they 
were. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  :  Did  you  ask  the  learned  Judge 
to  advance  the  trial  ? 
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Mr.  Moulton  :  If  I  had  I  should  not  be  here. 

Lord  Justice  Rigby  :  If  you  had  made  such  an  application 
the  case  would  have  been  tried  by  this  time. 

Mr.  Moulton  said  he  was  afraid  not,  but  to  merely  advance 
the  trial  would  do  him  very  little  good.  Of  course  saccharin 
was  manufactured  on  the  Continent  by  those  holding 
patents  which  corresponded  to  the  plaintiffs',  but  what  the 
defendants  were  doing  was  to  import  this  product  from 
abroad,  and  repack  and  sell  it  in  this  country.  There  was 
no  suggestion  that  the  saccharin  they  were  selling  in  this 
country  was  made  under  any  process  not  covered  by  the 
plaintiffs'  patents,  and  there  was  no  denial  of  infringement. 
The  defendant  company  had  a  paid-up  capital  of  70/.,  and  they 
were  able  practically  to  make  naught  of  the  rights  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  plaintiffs  under  their  patents.  If  they 
recovered  against  the  defendants  at  the  trial,  he  did  not 
imagine  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  law-suit  there  would 
be  much  of  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  company  left.  This 
was  not  encouraging  to  the  plaintiffs,  but  they  were  bound 
to  take  action  as  the  defendants  were  very  active.  They  said 
they  got  their  saccharin  from  Germany,  but  they  refused  to 
disclose  the  particular  firm  or  firms.  Mr.  Moulton  proceeded 
to  comment  upon  an  affidavit  filed  by  Mr.  Hunter  on  the 
other  side,  and  asked  that  the  appeal  might  stand  over  in 
order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  cross-examining  upon 
it  as  to  the  origin  of  the  defendants'  products. 

Mr.  Eady,  Q.C.,  for  the  defendants,  strongly  protested 
against  this  application  as  being  altogether  unprecedented 
and  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  course. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  the  Court  were  disposed  to 
allow  the  appeal  to  stand  over  in  order  that  Mr.  Hunter  might 
be  cross-examined  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Eady  said  Mr.  Hunter  was  in  court,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  go  into  the  witness-box  at  once. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  then  called,  and,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Eady, 
said  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  defeudant  company. 
There  were  no  names  or  marks  of  origin  on  the  tins  in  which 
saccharin  was  received  by  them  which  would  indicate  the 
manufacturers.  With  one  exception  he  did  not  know  the 
manufacturers  of  the  saccharin  sold  by  the  defendants.  On 
some  of  the  invoices  there  appeared  the  name  Cerckel,  but 
they  did  not  deal  directly  with  that  person,  but  through 
an  agent. 

By  Mr.  Moulton :  The  defendants  did  not  purchase 
directly  from  abroad,  but  through  a  London  agent.  The 
tins  were  received  in  cases  which  bore  no  labels  or  any 
indication  of  the  place  of  origin.  The  tins  were  perfectly 
plain. 

After  this  evidence  Mr.  Moulton  said  he  could  not,  under 
the  circumstances,  persevere  with  his  application  for  an 
interim  injunction. 

Their  Lordships  dismissed  the  appeal,  with  costs. 


JAMIESON'S  HARNESS-COMPOSITION. 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal,  on  January  14,  an  appeal  was  heard 
in  the  case  of  Jamieson  &  Co.  v.  Jatnieson  which  involved  the 
right  of  the  defendant  to  sell  his  harness-composition  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  previously  sold  it.  It  appeared  that 
at  Aberdeen  there  are  four  firms  of  the  name  of  Jamieson 
who  make  harness-composition.  These  are  Jamieson  Si  Co., 
the  plaintiffs,  George  Jamieson,  the  defendant,  Peter  Jamieson, 
said  to  be  the  largest  maker,  and  James  Jamieson.  The 
harness-compo  ition  manufactured  at  Aberdeen  and  elsewhere 
was  in  a  number  of  instances  sold  in  round  white  tins  of  a 
special  size,  surrounded  by  white  labels  with  ordinary  black 
letterpress.  Some  years  ago  Peter  Jamieson  arranged  with 
the  plaintiffs,  Jamieson  &  Co.,  that  they  should  add  to  their 
label  by  writing  across  the  front  their  firm's  name  and 
placing  at  the  back  a  representation  of  their  trade-mark  of  a 
horse,  and  thenceforward  the  plaintiffs  had  distinguished 
their  goods  in  this  way.  Peter  Jamieson  also  arranged  with 
George  Jamieson,  the  defendant,  that  the  latter  should  print 
his  name  in  full  on  the  face  of  his  label,  and  he  had  ever 
since  done  so.  At  the  trial  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  found  in  favour 
of  the  plaintiffs  and  granted  an  injunction.  He  found  that 
the  rival  labels  were  calculated  to  be  mistaken  for  each 
other ;  but  he  also  based  his  decision  upon  certain  conduct 
of  the  defendant  in  his  earlier  business  career.  The  defen- 
dant appealed  from  this  decision. 


After  argument  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  the  action  was 
in  effect  an  attempt  to  restrain  a  man  from  carrying  on 
business  in  his  own  name  simply.  His  Lordship  would  not 
say  that  that  could  never  be  done.  It  had  been  done  in 
Holloway  v.  Holloway  (13  Beav  ,  209),  and  there  were 
other  cases  in  which  a  man  having  the  same  name  as  a  well- 
known  trader  had  been  laid  hold  of  by  some  one  who  wanted 
to  appropriate  to  himself  the  business  of  such  trader.  That, 
of  course,  could  be  stopped.  But  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  to  restrain  a  man  from  trading  in  his  own  name  ought 
to  be  exercised  with  great  care,  and  a  man  ought  not  to  be 
restrained  merely  because  there  were  other  people  in  the 
same  trade  of  the  same  name  who  had  acquired  a  reputation. 
Something  more  was  requisite — viz.,  that  he  should  have 
used  his  own  name  in  such  a,  way  as  to  pass  off  his  goods  as 
the  goods  of  another.  That  had  been  laid  down  as  law  by 
Lord  Justice  Turner  in  Burgess  v.  Burgess  (3  D.  M.  and 
G.,  896),  and  had  been  expressly  adopted  by  Lord  Halsbury 
in  the  recent  case  of  Powell  u.  Birmingham  Vinegar  Brewery 
Company  (14  P.R.,  720)  (the  Yorkshire  Relish  case).  The 
Court,  therefore,  had  to  be  satisfied  that  this  defendant  had 
been  selling  his  goods  as  the  goods  of  the  plaintiffs.  In  this 
case  his  Lordship  held  that  while  certain  features  were 
common  to  the  trade  the  get-up  of  the  defendant's  goods  did 
not  copy  the  distinguishing  features  of  the  plaintiffs'  goods. 
It  was  said  that  the  defendant  was  bound  to  take  extra  pre- 
cautions because  he  happened  to  bear  the  same  name  as  the 
plaintiffs,  but  there  was  no  authority  for  restraining  the  use 
of  a  man's  own  name  in  his  trade  unless  he  has  done 
something  to  pass  off  his  goods  as  the  goods  of  another.  The 
evidence  failed  to  show  that  the  defendant  had  been  trying 
unfairly  to  obtain  the  plaintiffs'  trade,  and  there  was  no- 
ground  for  the  injunction.  The  learned  Judge  below  had 
not  given  sufficient  weight  to  the  fact  that  the  features  in 
which  the  defendant's  goods  resembled  plaintiffs'  were  features 
common  to  the  trade.  Lords  Justices  Rigby  and  Vaughan 
Williams  concurred,  and  the  appeal  was  allowed. 


THE    "  KODAK  "  TRADE-MARK. 

Ox  Friday  last,  before  Mr.  Justice  Romer,  Mr.  Moulton 
Q.C.,  moved,  on  behalf  of  the  Eastman  Photographic 
Materials  Company  (Limited),  for  the  removal  of  the  trade- 
mark "  Kodak "  of  the  John  Griffiths  Cycle  Corporation 
(Limited)  from  the  register  on  the  ground  that  the  use  of  the 
word  was  prejudicial  to  the  plaintiffs'  business.  Counsel, 
stated  that  the  plaintiffs  were  the  well-known  manufacturers 
of  the  "  Kodak  "  cameras,  and  the  use  of  the  word  by  the 
defendants  in  connection  with  their  cycles  would  lead  the 
public  to  believe  that  plaintiffs  had  either  taken  to  the 
business  of  cycle-makers,  or  were  interested  in  the  defendant 
company.  So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  he  submitted 
that  the  defendants  had  adopted  the  word  in  order  to 
possess  themselves  of  part  of  the  very  great  reputation  which 
the  plaintiffs  had  acquired,  and  so  secure  a  market  for  their 
cycles. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Walter,  for  the  defendants,  argued  that  the  word 
was  applied  in  this  instance  to  two  totally  different  classes 
of  goods,  and  no  confusion  could  arise.  The  plaintiffs  did 
not  make  cycles,  and  the  word  had  never  before  been  applied 
in  that  connection.  The  application  was  advertised  in  the 
Trade  Marlts  Journal,  and  no  opposition  was  put  forward. 

After  considerable  argument  his  Lordship  said  the  case 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he  would  have  it  full}? 
argued  before  him  on  a  day  when  he  took  non-witness  cxses 


INFRINGING  THE  SPIRIT  ACTS. 

At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court  on  January  13,  Frank  Henry 
Prosser,  chemist,  druggist,  and  spirit  dealer  and  retailer, 
112  Spring  Hill,  was  charged  under  the  Spirits  Act  of  1880- 
with  having  failed  to  enter  in  his  stock-book  the  receipt  of 
10  gallons  of  spirit  on  October  1,  and  also  to  cancel  a 
certificate  of  the  receipt  of  5|  gallons  of  spirits  on  Septem- 
ber 6.  Mr.  Birtwell,  supervisor  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  stated 
that  the  defendant  had  been  previously  warned.  For  the 
defence  it  was  urged  that  the  omissions  were  due  to  the 
illness  of  Prosser.  A  fine  of  31.  and  costs  was  imposed  in 
each  case. 
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SALE   OF  FOOD  AND   DRUGS  ACT. 

Paregoric  without  Opium. 

On  January  17,  at  Dudley  Police  Court,  John  Richard 
Smith,  grocer,  was  summoned  for  selling  paregoric  which 
was  certified  to  contain  no  opium,  and  to  be  15  per  cent, 
deficient  in  spirit.  Defendant  pleaded  that  the  paregoric 
was  supplied  in  good  faith,  as  it  was  the  same  as  was  supplied 
to  him  by  the  wholesale  firm.  The  Town  Clerk  reminded 
the  Court  that  opium  was  a  scheduled  poison,  and  could  only 
be  sold  by  a  qualified  chemist.  The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of 
11.  and  costs,  and  allowed  half-a-guinea  analyst's  fee.  The 
Magistrate's  Clerk  informed  the  defendant  he  could  recover 
from  the  wholesale  firm. 


Boracic  Acid  in  Butter. 

At  Pontypridd,  on  January  19,  the  Stipendiary  gave  the 
decision  of  the  Court  in  the  boracic  acid  in  butter  case 
reported  last  week.  The  Bench,  with  one  exception  (Dr. 
Hearter),  held  that  it  had  been  proved  according  to  the  evi- 
dence that  there  was  more  boracic  acid  in  the  buttsr  than 
was  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  preservation.  They  had 
relied  largely  upon  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Stephenson,  of 
London,  who  told  the  Bench  that  he  had  never  found  more 
than  5  to  6  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid.  As  to  whether 
boracic  acid  was  injurious  to  health  or  not,  the  Bench 
thought  the  defence  had  utterly  failed  upon  this  point. 
Defendant  was  then  fined  5'.  and  costs  (191.  8s.).  In  the 
second  case,  that  of  Mr.  Williams  (President  of  the  local 
Grocers'  Association),  the  case  was  adjourned  for  a  month, 
conviction  to  follow  if  the  analysis  of  the  third  part  of  the 
sample  by  Somerset  House  agreed  with  that  of  the  County 
Analyst.  The  Bench  hoped  the  Home  Office  would  issue 
some  sort  of  instructions  as  a  guidance  in  such  matters. 


COUNTY-COURT  CASES. 
Company-dentists  cannot  Recover. 
At  the  Brompton  County  Court  on  January  14,  before  Deputy- 
Judge  Fitzroy  Cowper,  the  South  Kensington  Ladies'  Dental 
Association  and  Institution  (Registered),  of  Sussex  House, 
Glendower  Place,  South  Kensington,  claimed  for  teeth 
supplied  and  work  done  for  Miss  Pegden,  of  South  Ken- 
sington. A  solicitor  who  appeared  for  the  defendant 
contended  that  the  plaintiffs  could  not  recover,  as  the 
Dentists  Act  provided  that  only  registered  dentists  could 
recover  sums  due  for  work  done.  The  plaintiff  Association 
was  not  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act,  and  indeed  could 
not  be  registered,  as  the  first  essential  was  the  passing  of  an 
examination,  which  was  impossible  for  an  "  Association." 

Mr.  William  Ash,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  said  he  was  the 
manager  of  the  Association,  and  was  a  registered  dentist. 

The  Judge :  Yes,  but  you  are  not  the  Association. 

Mr.  Ash  :  You  decided  a  case  some  time  ago  in  our  favour. 

The  Judge  :  Did  I '?  Perhaps  the  objection  was  not  taken 
then.  I  cannot  amend  the  summons.  If  I  put  in  your  name 
as  plaintiff  trading  as  the  Association  I  do  not  think  that 
would  be  correct.    Who  does  the  Association  consist  of  ? 

Mr.  Ash :  It  consists  of  Mrs.  Partridge  and  her  children, 
and  I  am  their  trustee  and  carry  on  their  business  for  them. 

The  Judge  :  The  fact  of  your  being  registered  does  not 
help  the  Association. 

The  Solicitor :  This  lady  is  not  a  registered  dentist. 

The  Judge  :  And  an  Association  cannot  be  registered,  and 
you  cannot  sue  for  work  done  by  an  Association.  The  whole 
thing  is  misconceived.  I  must  dismiss  the  summons,  with 
costs. 


The  Cattle  spice  Business. 

At  the  Grimsby  County  Court,  on  January  13,  Ruben 
Brothers,  manufacturers  of  "  Bovicura"  cattle-spice,  Grimsby, 
sued  James  Robson,  of  Hexham,  to  recover  61.  14s  ,  in  respect 
of  goods  sold  and  delivered. 

The  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  defendant's  name  was 
obtained  from  a  directory,  and  Mr.  White,  who  appeared  for 
the  defendant,  said  he  was  "  flooded  "  with  printed  matter 
and  correspondence  setting  forth  the  virtues  of  the  company's 
products.    He  was  offered  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  "  Bovi-  i 


cura,"  and  a  commission  of  25  per  cent.,  all  goods  to  be 
carriage  paid.  They  represented  that  they  had  large  orders  for 
this  commodity,  and  were  certain  he  would  sell  a  case 
within  three  months,  during  which  period  they  offered  to 
give  him  credit.  Defendant  at  first  hesitated,  but  eventually 
signed  an  order  for  the  goods,  the  price  to  be  6/.  14s.,  on, 
terms  that  did  not  admit  of  his  returning  them.  In  spite  of 
the  plaintiffs'  testimonials,  the  "  Bovicura  "  did  not  go,  and 
defendant  could  not  sell  one  packet.  The  defence  was  that 
the  representations  made  by  the  plaintiffs  were  fraudulent. 

His  Honour  said  he  would  give  every  facility  for  the  proof 
of  such  a  contention,  and  would  grant  an  adjournment  if 
Mr.  White  thought  he  would  be  able  to  prove  misrepresenta- 
tions.   The  word  "  fraud  "  required  proof. 

Mr.  White  said  he  would  not  apply  for  an  adjournment,  as- 
they  would  have  to  subpoena  witnesses  from  a  distance. 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the- 
amount  claimed,  less  carriage  paid  by  defendant. 


Suing  a  Chemist. 

At  the  Stourbridge  County  Court  last  week  Messrs.  Douglas- 
&.  Wooldridge,  of  Stourbridge,  manufacturers  and  patentees 
of  a  patent  refractometer,  sued  Mr.  T.  M.  Davis,  chemist,  of " 
121  Lewisham  High  Road,  London,  S.E.,  for  13/.  13s.  for  a 
refractometer,  and  a  lensometer,  &c.  Mr.  Hinds,  who  ap- 
peared for  the  plaintiffs,  had  no  witnesses,  but  he  called  the 
defendant,  who  admitted  his  signature  on  the  order,  but  said 
the  lensometer  had  been  added  since  the  order  was  given. 
The  defendant  said  he  had  made  an  offer  in  a  letter,  ands 
this  he  would  abide  by  if  his  expenses  were  paid.  Mr. 
Hinds  accepted,  and  the  Judge  said  the  summons  was  an> 
abuse  of  the  process  of  the  Court,  as  the  plaintiffs  had  no» 
evidence  except  what  defendant  gave.  The  defendant  said 
he  had  to  stop  at  an  hotel  all  night,  and  also  had  to  get  a 
locum  tcnem.  His  Honour  said  the  costs  would  b3  taxed  by 
the  Registrar. 


Traveller's  Salary  and  Commission. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  January  17,  before  Mr- 
Commissioner  Kerr  and  a  jury,  John  Bennie,  a  traveller  in  the- 
oil  trade,  sued  his  late  employers  R.  W.  Menzies  &  Co.,  oii1 
merchants,  14  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.,  for  68/.  16s.  for  salary  and' 
commission  said  to  be  due  from  the  defendants.  The  plaintifS' 
was  appointed  the  defendants'  agent  in  Scotland  for  the  sale 
of  their  oils  1894.  His  salary  was  to  begin  at  150/.  a  year, 
and  he  was  to  be  paid  in  addition  a  commission  of  5  per  cent, 
on  all  new  orders  and  repeats  which  he  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing. As  a  matter  of  fact  he  did  not  travel  in  Scotland  at  all, 
but  stayed  in  London.  In  1896  the  defendants  found  their 
business  not  satisfactory,  and  it  was  necessary  for  them  to- 
reduce  expenses  generally.  The  defendants  alleged  that  the- 
plaintiff  agreed  to  accept  instead  of  121.  10s.  per  month  and 
his  5  per  cent,  commission,  the  sum  of  11/.  per  month,  his 
claim  to  commission  being  waived.  The  plaintiff  said  he- 
agreed  to  allow  his  commission  to  stay  in  abeyance  for 
some  time,  and  to  take  only  11/.  per  month  instead  of 
12/.  10s.  But  it  was  never  agreed  that  he  should  give  up  the- 
amount  altogether.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr,  in  addressing, 
the  jury,  pointed  out  that  if  a  little  ink  had  been  used  it 
would  have  saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  parties  and 
bills  of  costs  to  the  amount  of  about  60/.  and  70/.  But,  of 
course,  that  would  not  suit  the  lawyers.  (Laughter.)  It 
was  a  blessed  thing  for  the  lawyers  that  people  were  un- 
businesslike.   The  jury  found  in  favour  of  the  defendants. 


Druggist  :  "  Pills,  my  dear  1 "  Little  Girl :  "  Yes,  please 
sir."  Druggist:  "  Antibilious  1 "  Little  Girl:  "No,  sir - 
uncle's  bilious." 

A  New  England  druggist  uses  sugar-candy  instead  of 
sugar  in  making  syrup  of  hydriodic  acid,  and  gets  a  more  per- 
manent preparation. 

Corn  Oil. — Some  interest,  says  the  Indian  Agriculturists 
is  being  taken  in  the  importations  of  the  oil  from  Indian  corn 
which  have  lately  been  made  at  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
Although  not  an  absolutely  new  departure,  the  various  uses- 
to  which  it  can  be  put  are  being  appreciated,  as  buyers  have- 
been  found  for  several  lots  imported  by  a  Liverpool  firm. 
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in  bottles  to  retail  at 

X/-,  a.ro.dL 


AND  OTHER 


FEGTANTS 


SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

Qd.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,   BLOCKS   AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE. 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking."— 
Percy  F.  Fbankland,  B.So., 
F.O.S. 


:1  Typically  Perfect, 
—  Medical  Press. 


Solb  Address- 


R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 

"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES 

Which  all  Chemists  ought  to  have 
and  to  read  as  faithfully  as  their  British  Pharmacopoeia,  ?is. :- 

THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING. 

3s.  6(2.,  by  post  is.  10d 

mm?  BOOK  OF  MEDICINE  STAMP  DUTY. 

is.  6d.,  by  post  is.  Sd. 
3y  B.  N.  Alph,  Solicitor's  Department,  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  (w  th 
Supplement  expounding  the  Law  and  Practice  to  date), 

MANUAL  OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTINS. 

is.  6d.,  by  post  2s.  9<2. 
By  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  F.I.O. 


Publlshad  st  tho  Office*  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 
LONDON,   MELBOURNE,  AND  SYDNEY. 


AT  MARKET 
PRICES. 


\     >^  FROM 

V     HORA  &  CO. 

'  47  MINORIES, 

Manufactarevs'  Agents. 


There   is   a   DE3IAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
LICENCE-FREE 


The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 


THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  UNI. 

(JOHN    MOSS   &   CO  ), 

Wilson    St.,    1L.O  WQOIM,  S.E. 


CO  C ATONIC  CHAMPAGNE 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Reims,  from  the  finest  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  not  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply   '*  Coca=Tonic  "  Champagne  with  Chemists*  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors— 
HERTZ  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenh.aU  Street,  LONDON,  B.C. 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  £iquors 


AND  THE 


NEW   PHARM  A  COPCE I A . 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


REGENERATION    OF    THE  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL SOCIETY. 

The  idea  of  touching  a  button  and  getting  local  Associations 
of  chemists  and  druggists  to  respond  with  a  clamour  which 
should  cause  the  gates  of  our  enemies  to  fall  was  a  taking 
one,  but  we  fancy  it  has  been  played  out  at  the  first  attempt 
to  adopt  it.  'For  weeks  past  we  have  been  reporting  the 
submission  of  ready-made  resolutions,  in  regard  to  what  is 
called  the  reorganisation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill,  to  pharmaceutical 
Associations,  and  the  discussions  have  been  monotonous 
almost  to  ghastliness.  It  was  perhaps  with  some  idea  of 
following  Macaulay's  picturesque  description  of  the  rousing 
of  England  by  means  of  the  beacon-fires  that  the  Federa- 
tion began  its  work  at  Plymouth.  With  some  apparent 
deficiency  in  a  sense  of  proportion,  presidents  and  Local 
Secretaries  have  since  got  up  most  elaborate  speeches  on  a 
topic  which  really  admits  of  very  little  comment— at  all  events, 
if  one  agrees  with  the  proposals — and  with  what  we  must 
regard  as  a  deficiency  in  deductive  acumen,  many  meetings 
have  enthused  over  the  proposals  of  the  Bill,  and  have  at 
the  same  time  passed  riders  to  it  which  are  absolutely  incom- 
patible with  its  essential  principle.  The  meeting  of 
Staffordshire  chemists  which  we  report  this  week  is  an 
instance  in  point.  The  meeting  at  Stoke  unanimously 
resolved  to  support  the  Bill,  the  principle  of  which  is  to 
assert  the  absolute  equality  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  every  qualified  man  who  subscribes  to  it ;  and  yet  every 
speaker  indicated  his  <  pinion  that  such  equality  was 
undesirable.  The  pet  toy  for  the  moment  is  a  new  title 
for  pharmaceutical  chemists.  They  are  to  be  entitled  to 
style  themselves  "Fellow  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
Even  the  avowed  opponents  of  the  Bill  intimate  that  they 
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would  be  content  with  it  if  they  could  get  this  gaudy  com- 
pensation. We  confess  we  do  not  understand  this  kind  of 
opposition,  and  we  noted  with  satisfaction  that  no  sort  of 
encouragement  of  the  fancy  was  given  to  it  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  last  week.  These  advocates  have  short 
memories.  Here  are  gentlemen  all  over  the  country  asking 
the  Society  to  give  them  some  new  distinction  to  advertise 
their  superiority;  and  only  a  month  previously  the  Society, 
through  its  Council,  had  removed  from  its  roll  the  names  of 
two  members  simply  because  they  had  advertised  their 
membership  a  little  too  vigorously.  Pharmaceutical 
chemists  would  be  abundantly  justified  in  protesting  against 
the  surrender  of  the  control  of  the  Society  which  they  and 
their  predecessors  have  created  and  maintained ;  but  they 
are  hardly  manifesting  the  pre-eminence  which  they  claim 
when  they  offer  to  barter  their  possession  for  a  few  extra 
guineas  from  outsiders,  coupled  with  a  hollow  title  which 
they  fondly  imagine  the  public  will  ^appraise  at  a  fancy 
value. 

A  refreshing  breeze  crosses  the  pharmaceutical  atmo- 
sphere from  Manchester.  With  some  dogmatism,  but  with  a 
great  deal  of  logical  force,  Mr.  George  Taylor,  of  Bolton, 
shows  the  real  shallowness  of  the  whole  of  the  present 
agitation.  The  reorganisation  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  which  he  demands  is  practically  a  regeneration. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society,  it  is  a  common  assumption, 
cannot  condescend  to  trade  matters,  it  is  a  semi-State  de- 
partment ;  it  must  go  on  its  way  kid-gloved  and  unruffled  by 
the  storms  of  business.  It  must  never  become  a  trade  union. 
Why  not  ?  asks  Mr.  Taylor.  As  a  trade  union  it  might  still 
fulfil  its  State-appointed  duties,  and  do  some  other  good 
likewise.  The  truth  is  (this  is  our  assertion,  not  Mr.  Taylor's) 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  trying  to  live  on  its  past,  and 
its  future,  and  shutting  its  eyes  to  the  present.  We  are  told 
of  what  it  did  in  the  old  days,  and  vague  hints  are  offered  as 
to  what  it  will  do  when  this  Bill  is  passed,  and  when  another 
thousand  guineas  are  pitched  into  the  ring.  Mr.  Taylor  very 
effectively  asks  that  it  shall  win  its  new  members  by  per- 
formance, not  by  promise.  If  it  is  only  to  fulfil  its  State- 
appointed  duties  it  requires  no  members'  subscriptions  at  all. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  perhaps  not  aware  of  the  fact  which  came  out 
very  clearly  in  the  bydaw  discussions  of  last  year,  that  it 
would  be  a  great  deal  better  off  without  any  subscribers,  for 
it  spends  on  its  subscribers  much  more  than  the  guinea  a  year 
it  gets  from  them.  And  yet  there  is  a  considerable  number 
of  them  who  cannot  discover  what  it  is  they  get. 


A    COMMON    OIL,    GOES  HIGH. 

Last  week  there  was  a  threatened  famine  of  lemongrass  oil, 
and  some  holders  almost  imagined  that  they  had  a  shilling 
for  each  ounce  of  it  in  their  hands.  But  the  expected 
rise  has  not  come  off.  because  unexpected  supplies  have 
arrived.  It  is  strange  that  an  oil  which  a  few  years  ago 
was,  as  oil  of  verbena,  considered  to  be  fit  only  for 
scenting  the  cheapest  hair-oil  and  the  cheapest  soaps, 
should  suddenly  shoot  up  into  a  position  of  first-rate 
importance,  and  be  employed  for  making  one  of  the  finest 
perfumes — ionone  or  artificial  violet.  This  is  all  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  contains  a  larger  proportion  of  citral  than 
any  other  essential  oil,  the  yield  sometimes  reaching  75  per 
cent.  Citral  is  the  odorous  principle  of  oil  of  lemon,  but 
seldom  more  than  7  per  cent,  of  it  is  obtained  from  that 
source,  so  that  to  the  ionone- maker  lemongrass  oil  will  always 
be  worth  at  least  eight  times  as  much  as  lemon  oil.  Citral 
can  also  he  made  by  the  oxidation  of  geraniol,  a  body 
which  exists  dn  several  oils,  including  otto  of  rose,  and 
which  occurs  to  the  extent  of  80  per  cent,  in  true  oil  of 
gejandana  .and  diss  g-ingergrass  odL.  so  that  it  might  pay  to 


make  citral  from  geraniol  if  the  price  of  lemongrass  oil  wtru 
to  go  to,  say,  Is.  6d.  per  oz.  These  are  considerations  which 
dealers  in  lemongrass-oil  should  take  into  their  esLirr-ates  of 
the  future  of  the  article,  and  we  may  complete  this  section  of 
the  subject  by  stating  that  ionone  (a  patented  and  high-priced 
article)  is  made  by  a  simple  condensation  of  citral  (C:uHlcO) 
and  acetone  (C3HfiO),  effected  by  heating  both  in  the  piesener 
of  barium  hydroxide,  the  reaction  being — 

Citral        Acetone       Ionone  Water 
C10HiU0  +  C-H.O  =  C^H.^O,  +  H.XX 

The  patents  for  the  manufacture  of  citral  and  ionone  are  five 
years  old,  and  during  that  time  the  demand  foi  the  oil  and 
the  exports  from  Cochin  have  been  increasing.  It  is 
exported  in  cases  of  twelve  bottles  varying  in  capacity  from 
21  oz.  to  23  oz.  The  following  are  the  experts  and  prices  (in 
London)  for  the  past  seven  years  : — 


1890-1  . 

.  1.917  cases. 

Plies,  Utf.  per  oz. 

1891-2  . 

.  1,450  „. 

„    14  d.  „ 

1892-3  . 

.  1,863  _ 

„  IK  „ 

1893-4  . 

.  2,332  ,T 

„  Tn 

1894-5  . 

.  2,370  „ 

„   14*.  „ 

1895-6  . 

.  3,070  „. 

„    2i&  „. 

1896-7  . 

.  3,000  , 

„    2\Jj.  to  8d'.  pef  os. 

The  popularity  of  ionone  suddenly  extended  three  years 
ago,  and  by  that  time  the  price  of  lemongrass  eal  began  to 
rise.  In  November  last  the  price  went  suddenly  up  to  <id., 
and  week  by  week  it  advanced  until  Sw>.  "was  reached, 
and  finally  lOd.  last  week.  There  is  every  evidence  that 
this  was  due  chiefly  to  speculation.  The  marJiets  here  had 
run  short,  and  it  was  thought  that  there  was  so  available 
supply  in  India;  but  last  week  word  came  that  plenty  of  oil 
was  on  the  way,  and  since  our  last  report  several  hundred 
cases  have  actually  been  landed.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
of  a  famine  of  lemongrass  oil,  considering  bow  extensively 
the  grass  (Ardropogon  citratus)  grows  in  Indii^. 
Formerly  the  oil  was  brought  alraosS  exclusively  Iron: 
Ceylon  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  but  Ceylon  oil  has  quite 
left  our  markets,  and  little  comes  from  Singapore.  The 
source  of  our  supply  is  Cochin,  on  the  Malabar  Coast.  The 
grass  is  cultivated  all  along  that  coast,  and  is  distilled  in  rude 
stills  at  the  western  base  of  the  hills  in  Travancoie  from 
Anjengo  northwards.  December  and  January  are  the  usual 
harvesting  months,  and  apparently  the  Cochin  shippers  are 
well  aware  of; the  increased  value  o3  the  oi'3,  seeing  how 
promptly  they  responded  to  the  excited  market  early  last 
month.  There  is  no  reason  why  Malabar  should  not  be  quite 
equal  to  any  demands  which  may  be  made  for  the  oil  by 
synthetic  chemists,  and  it  means  but  a  season  for  Ceylon 
planters  to  set  agoing  their  lemongrass-oil  stills,  now  that  the 
price  has  reached  a  respectable  figure.  The  rise  in  price  has. 
as  usual,  been  accompanied  by  considenble  adulteration,  as 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  pointed  out  in  our  issue  for  December  17, 
and  we  hear  that  cheap  oil  of  lemon  is  being  used  for  the 
purpose. 


QUICKSILVER. 
Nothing  further  has  transpired  regarding  the  segotiations- 
for  the  Spanish  loan  on  the  Almaden  quicksilTei -mines, 
which  we  briefly  referred  ;to  in  our  Trade  Report  last  week. 
It  would  be  futile  to  speculate  upon  the  ?easons  which  have- 
led  Messrs.  N.  M.  Rothschild  &  Co.  to  allow  the  Spanish' 
Government  to  seek  elsewhere  for  the  4,OO0,OGC&  which  lhey 
are  so  badly  in  need  of.  That  firm  have  always  succeeded' 
in  keeping  their  own  counsel,  by  which  they  bine  lost 
nothing,  but  it  may  be  said  that,  in  regard  to  this quicksilver 
business,  they  appear  to  have  got  the  best  out  of  it.  The 
fluid  metal  is  not  the  industrial  necessity  which  it  used  to- 
be  ;  potassium  cyanide  has-  ousted  it  to  a  large  extent  fxoio 
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gold-mining,  and  we  have  new  pigments  which  rival 
■vermilion  in  brilliancy  of  colour  and  in  durability.  And 
Almaden  quicksilver  is  no  longer  a  monopoly.  The 
-output  of  the  competing  Austrian,  Italian,  and  Russian 
cinnabar-mines  has  grown  considerably  during  the  past  ten 
years,  while  it  is  said  that  the  Almaden  deposits  show  signs 
of  exhaustion.  The  output  of  the  great  Californian  mines, 
which  had  dwindled  from  60,000  bottles  in  1881  to  about 
25  000  bottles  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  is  likely  to 
he  somewhat  stimulated  by  the  new  American  tariff,  all  of 
■which  goes  to  show  that  tbe  Almaden  consignees  can  no 
longer  count  upon  having  the  free  hand  they  enjoyed  in 
'former  years.  Last  week's  quotation  of  7/  per  bottle  must  be 
considered  fairly  high.  The  lowest  figures  of  recent  years 
(5/.  to  51.  12s.  6  /  )  ruled  in  1881.  These  prices  so  affected 
f  ie  Californian  mines  that  the  majority  of  them  were  shut 
down,  and  some  have  never  been  reopened.  At  that  time 
the  world's  average  consumption  of  quicksilver  was  put  at 
about  80  000  bottles  a  year,  or  6,000,000  lbs.,  but  it  is 
rtbought  that  in  1897  about  100,000  bottles  were  produced, 
of  which  about  55,000  fell  to  Almaden,  and  the  remainder  to 
•California,  Austria,  Italy,  and  Russia.    The  highest  prices 

_  "touched  by  quicksilver  within  the  memory  of  man  were 
reached  in  1874,  when  quotations  varied  between  20/.  and 
26/.  per  bottle.  Soon  afterwards  they  fell  to  less  than  one- 
half  these  figures,  and  within  the  past  decade  the  highest 
rates  havebsen  11/.  5s.  in  1887, 11/.  in  1888,  and  10/.  6s.  6d. 
inT890.  It  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  result  the  leasing  of 
the  Almaden  mines  to  another  firm  would  have  upon  the 
market-prices  ;  but  the  existence  of  so  many  other  sources 
of  supply  does  not  forebode  a  return  to  high  rates,  except 
in  the  improbable  event  of  a  pooling   of  all   the  chief 

...  interests. 


THIS  IS  ABOUT  CHINA. 

'  Official  persons  are  often  unreasonably  touchy  at  the 
premature  disclosure  of  their  projects  and  operations,  and 
they  are  rather  too  prompt  to  contradict  statements  which 
are  correct,  in  all  essential  particulars,  on  merely  technical 
grounds. 

We  clip  the  above  from  a  leading  article  in  the  Times  of 
Thursday.  If  the  cap  fits  anybody's  head  he  is  welcome  to 
wear  it.  The  occasion  of  the  remark  is  that  the  Times  has 
been  giving  some  special  information  about  a  new  Chinese 
Pharmacopoeia,  or  loan,  or  something,  and  the  Chancellor  o 
the  Exchequer  says  the  information  is  inaccurate  and  mis- 
leading. 

VARNISHING  ERGOT. 

The  suggestion  is  being  made  on  the  Continent  of  varnish- 
ing ergot  with  an  ethereal  tincture  of  tolu,  with  the  object 
of  preserving  it  in  good  condition  for  a  long  time.  The 
method  we  know  to  have  been  in  use  many  years  ago  in 
England — it  answered  perfectly,  but  has  fallen  out  again, 
.  owing  to  the  preference  which  physicians  have  for  the  now 
easily  obtainable  and  equally  effectual  liquid  preparations. 

A  NURSE'S  PHARMACY. 

.A  nurse,  writing  to  the  Hospital  on  the  subject  of  bed- 
sores and  reviewing  the  substances  used  to  alleviate  the 
discomfort  caused,  gives  in  regard  to  powdering  starch  or 
charcoal  her  method,  which  is  as  follows : — 

Put  the  charcoal  or  starch  in  a  double  piece  of  paper,  then 
roll  it  with  a  wringer-stick  or  crush  it  with  a  flat-irou.  I  do  not 
think  you  will  find  it  much  trouble,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  satis- 
factory.   I  should  not  mind  doing  it  myself. 

No,  but  the  question  is,  Will  the  poor  patient  mind  having 
his  sensitive  skin  dusted  with  such  a  powder  ? 

CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  LEISURE. 

The  Manchester  Sunday  Chronicle  quotes  an  advertisement 
J.n  an  East  London  paper  from  a  firm  of  tradesmen  who  have 


"determined  upon  giving  their  assistants  advantages,  and 
close  their  drug-stoies  at  9  30  P.M.:  Saturdays,  10.30  p.m.; 
Sundays,  8  15  p  m.  to  9  15  p.m."  These  astonishing  con- 
cessions make  the  chronicler  wonder  how  the  assistants  got 
on  before  ;  but  it  is  always  pleasant,  he  says,  to  see  em- 
ployers considering  their  workers,  and  giving  them  "  ad- 
vantages." He  trusts  that  when  these  young  gentlemen  leave 
work  henceforward  at  9.30  p.m.  they  will  use  their  leisure  in 
a  proper  way,  and  will  not,  by  riotous  conduct,  induce  their 
proprietors  to  regret  that  they  have  allowed  them  to  escape 
from  the  thrall  so  early  in  the  evening. 

PENTANE  AS  A  STANDARD  OF  LIGHT. 

Some  time  ago  we  stated  that  the  Board  of  Trade  Com- 
mittee on  Standards  of  Light,  appointed  in  1897,  had 
unanimously  recommended  the  adoption  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
Dibdin's  pentane  argand  standard  burner  to  supersede  the 
unreliable  sperm  candle  as  the  legal  standard  of  light.  This 
committee  consisted  of  Dr.  Odling  (Chairman),  Sir  Edward 
Frankland,  Drs.  Vernon  Harcourt,  A.  W.  Rucker,  W.  Pole, 
and  W.  J.  Russell,  and  Messrs.  W.  J.  Dibdin,  George  Livesey 
(South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company),  G.  C.  Trewby  (Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company),  H.  E.  Jones  (Commercial  Gas  Com- 
pany), and  Professor  V.  B.  Lewes  (Secretary).  This  Com- 
mittee does  not  appear  to  have  been  representative  enough 
for  the  Institute  of  Gas  Engineers,  who  some  time  since 
appointed  another  to  examine  the  matter,  and  the  new 
committee  has  just  issued  an  extraordinary  document.  It 
practically  condemns  the  Dibdin  standard  from  nearly 
every  point  of  view.  It  states  that  it  is  from  3  to  5  candles 
higher  than  it  should  be,  that  different  pieces  of  apparatus 
can  vary,  that  temperature-variations  and  changes  in  the 
height  of  the  (lame  cause  variations  in  the  value  of  the  light, 
and  that  coal-gas  cannot  be  used  as  a  carrier  of  the  pentane. 
A  curious  fact  connected  with  this  report  is  that  it  is  signed 
by  Mr.  G.  C.  Trewby,  who  signed  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  Committee,  and  by  Mr.  F.  Livesey.  The  whole  matter 
is  thus  thrown  into  an  anomalous  position.  The  gas  referees 
have  notified  that  changes  are  about  to  be  made,  and  it  is 
rumoured  that  an  altogether  new  standard  is  in  course  of 
elaboration. 

DISSENSIONS   ON  THE    MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Victor  Horsley,  who  must  be  regarded  as  the  latest  and 
the  most  authorised  prophet  in  the  medical  profession,  is 
doing  his  level  best  to  degrade  the  General  Medical  Council 
to  the  level  of  a  trade  union.  He  has  a  view  of  the  functions 
of  that  body  which  is  apparently  that  of  his  constituents. 
It  may  be  the  right  view ;  all  we  can  say  is  that,  if  so,  the 
Medical  Council  must  soon  be  deprived  of  its  judicial 
functions.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  Council  is  to  regard  as 
its  first  duty  the  task  of  ensuring  and  promoting  the  business 
of  medical  practitioners,  it  cannot  with  decency  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  alleged  offenders.  Mr.  Horsley  has  issued  a  circular 
to  the  registered  practitioners  of  England  and  Wales  com- 
plaining of  the  President  of  the  Council  personally  in  some 
matter  of  prosecution,  and  also  objecting  to  a  statement 
made  by  the  President  as  to  the  status  of  unregistered  foreign 
medical  practitioners.  As  far  as  we  can  gather,  the  President 
was  only  strictly  impartial  in  his  conduct  in  both  matters. 
Last  week's  British  Medical  Journal  contains  a  report  of  a 
paper  read  by  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  to  a  medical  society  at 
Streatham,  entitle!  "  Legislation  as  a  Remedy  for  Medical 
Grievances."  Mr.  Carter  aimed  to  show  that  the  Council 
was  an  administrative,  not  a  legislative,  body.  He  argued 
that  the  Council  ought  not  to  be  a  prosecuting  body,  and  he 
combated  Mr.  Horsley's  contention  that  anything  approach- 
ing medical  practice  clone  by  an  unregistered  person  was  an 
offence.  Mr.  Horsley  was  present,  and  replied.  The  notable 
circumstance  in  connection  with  this  meeting  was  that  the 
medical  men  present  almost  to  a  man  endorsed  the  views  of 
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Mr.  Horsley,  and  condemned  Mr.  Carter's  really  unanswer- 
able argument. 

A  LONG  PRESCRIPTION. 

A  well-known  London  medical  specialist  is  fond  of  pre 
scribing  out-of-the-way  things.  The  subjoined  is  one  of  his 
'latest : — 

Periodotetrahydroparamethyloxy- 

chinolin  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  ij. 

Bismuth  oxyiodide...       ...       ...    gr.  ij 

Ft.  pil.  j. 

"We  have  no  idea  what  the  prescription  is  for,  but  if  reason- 
ing by  analogy  is  applicable,  we  should  say  tapeworm, 
-judging  by  the  first  ingredient. 

CONSULTING-ROOMS  AT  CHEMISTS'  SHOPS. 

The  Medical  Times  having  been  asked  on  several  occasions 
to  give  its  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  a  medical  man 
trenting  a  portion  of  a  chemist's  house  as  consulting-rooms, 
■hus  expresses  itself : — 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  medical  man  has  the  right  to 
-.rent  consulting-rooms  in  the  house  of  a  chemist,  but  anyone 
'wishing  to  succeed  professionally  would  be  well  advised  to  keep 
as  far  away  from  chemists  as  possible.  To  be  so  closely 
;  associated  would  give  the  public  some  ground  for  thinking  that 
a  very  good  understanding  existed  between  them,  and  the  doctor 
would  probably  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  Medical  men,  in 
their  business-relations  with  chemists,  should  always  remember 
that  they  have  to  maintain  the  honour  and  dignity  of  a  profes- 
sion that  has  been  reckoned  a  "  noble  "  one. 

'Such  talk  is  not,  to  say  the  least,  calculated  to  foster  that 
■good  feeling  between  medical  men  and  chemists  which,  in 
•our  opinion,  should  continue  to  exist. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  TRADE-MARKS. 

It  might  have  been  thought  that  all  the  possible  questions 
•which  could  be  raised  in  regard  to  trade-marks  had  been 
threshed  out  by  this  time  in  the  law  courts,  but  one  of  the 
•most  likely  of  difficulties  has  been  reserved  till  now.  The 
Act  recognises  fifty  classes,  and  the  theory  is  that  a  word 
registered  in  a  particular  class  is  protected  for  that  class  only. 
*It  is  assumed  that  a  mark  registered  for  medicines,  for  example, 
may  without  injustice  be  registered  also  for  machinery  by 
quite  a  different  person.  The  Eastman  Company  now  chal- 
lenge this  assumption.  They  own  the  highly  valuable 
trade-mark  "  Kodak,"  which  is  registered  in  the  class  com- 
prising photographic  goods.  Another  firm  have  registered 
"the  same  word  for  cycles.  This  has  been  allowed  by  the 
•Comptroller,  and,  perhaps,  could  not  have  been  refused. 
But  the  Eastman  people  think  the  public  may  jump  to  the 
conclusion  when  they  see  a  kodak  cycle  that  they  are  in 
ome  way  responsible  for  it,  and  they  object  to  their  word 
being  so  exploited.  The  case  is  to  be  argued  before  Mr. 
■  Justice  Romer. 

A   PRESCRIBERS'  CLAIM. 

The  Lancet  puts  forward  an  untenable  claim  on  behalf  of 
(prescription  authors.  It  quotes  from  the  ladies'  column  of 
some  (unnamed)  weekly  paper  wherein  is  mentioned  a 
"face  massage-cream "  which  is  alleged  to  prevent  or  cure 
wrinkles.  The  writer  says  a  lady-friend  of  hers  got  the  pre- 
scription from  a  celebrated  doctor  in  Harley  Street  eight 
years  ago  ;  that  it  cured  her  wrinkles  ;  that  she  has  given  the 
prescription  to  dozens  of  her  friends,  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults ;  that  letters  about  it  will  be  answered ;  and  that  she 
thinks  seriously  of  putting  it  on  the  market.  "  But,"  says 
the  Lancet,  "  it  is  not  hers  to  put."  And  comments  are  made 
■on  the  blatant  dishonesty  of  the  two  ladies  concerned.  The 
statement  that  it  is  "  not  hers  to  put  "  appears  to  be  simply 
senseless.  Unless  the  doctor  patents  his  formulre  or  makes 
an  express  contract  with  his  patients,  he  has  neither  a  legal 
nor  a  moral  right  to  object  to  a  preparation  which  he  pre- 
scribed being  used  by  any  number  of  people.  And  where 
the  "blatant  dishonesty"  comes  in  passes  our  understand- 
ing. A  schoolmaster  or  lecturer  might  just  as  reasonably 
■claim  that  none  of  his  pupils  should  use  for  their  own  benefit 
any  of  the  education  they  obtained  at  his  classes. 


QUININE,   TRACTS.   AND  GINSENG. 

The  culture  of  Ginseng,  the  celebrated  '-febrifuge'' and 
aphrodisiac  of  the  Chinese,  has  been  of  old  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal industries  of  Corea.  Ginseng  is  not  used  in  Western 
pharmacy,  and  its  culture  has  been  so  often  described  that 
we  do  not  propose  to  revert  to  it  here.  But  it  is  of  some 
interest  to  hear,  as  we  are  told  by  H.M.  Consul  at  Soul,  in 
Corea,  that  quinine  has  lately  been  introduced  into  that 
country  in  considerable  quantities,  and  is  gradually  super- 
seding Ginseng  among  the  Coreans.  The  introducers  of 
quinine  into  Corea  are  the  missionaries,  who,  with  a  fine 
sense  of  practical  Christianity,  have  hit  upon  the  device  of 
selling  it  at  cost  price  in  lieu  of  wages  to  their  native  dis- 
tributors of  tracts.  The  tract-disseminator  re-sells  the 
quinine  to  the  natives  at  a  profit,  which  he  pockets,  and  the 
missionaries  get  their  literature  distributed  free.  The 
arrangement  seems  to  suit  all  parties.  There  is,  indeed,  the 
chance  that  the  unsophisticated  native  may  use  the  tract  as 
a  wafer  wherein  to  swallow  the  quinine,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  Balgian  volunteers  who  paid  a  visit  to  this 
country  many  years  ago.  The  Baroness  Burdett-Coutts 
distributed  to  these  warriors  a  handful  of  cigars  each,  and 
along  with  them,  a  selection  of  tracts.  "  Is  dot  kind  of  ze 
lady!"  said  one  of  the  braves;  "she  not  only  gife  us  ze 
cigars,  she gife  us  zebapersto  light  zem  wis."  But,  returning 
to  the  Coreans,  there  seems  to  be  a  prospect  that  they  wil 
abandon  their  faith  in  Ginseng  as  a  cure  for  all  ills  of  the 
flesh  only  to  transfer  it  to  quinine  as  a  like  infallible  remedy 
That  being  so,  it  might  pay  our  quinine-makers  to  look  up 
their  business  connections  with  Corea. 

INFANT-FEEDING. 

Dr.  George  Carpenter,  in  a  lecture  at  the  Evelina  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  gave  some  notes  on  the  above  subject,  in 
which  occur  some  items  interesting  to  chemists,  who  are 
frequently  asked  about  the  above  subject  by  customers.  He 
pointed  out  that  bottled  sterilised  milk,  now  so  extensively 
used,  should  not  be  regarded  as  sterilised  to  last  indefinitely, 
but  should  be  used  as  fresh  as  possible;  and  also  that  milk 
treated  by  this  process  is  not  necessarily  germ-free,  or  the 
remaining  bacteria  harmless  or  easily  recognisable  by  signs 
of  decomposition,  as  is  sometimes  thought.  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  full  sterilisation,  causing  caramelisation  of  the 
sugar  and  other  changes  which  make  the  fat  and  sugar 
indigestible,  cannot  be  carried  out  to  the  utmost.  The 
following  are  the  conclusions  the  lecturer  arrived  at  in 


regard  to  some  infants' 
of  :— 

foods  he  has  had  special  experience 

Name  of  Foods 

Most  Prominent  Features  of  their 
Composition 

Neave's  and  Ridge's  Food 

Savory  &  Moore,  "  Best 
Food  for  Infants  " 

Anglo-Swiss,  American- 
Swiss,  and  Franco- 
Swiss 

Carnrick  ... 

Benger 

Horlick's  Malted  Food  ... 

Starch  (unaltered) 

Starch  and  soluble  starch  derivatives 
(partial  conversion  of  the  starch) 

Starch,  cane-sugar,  and  milk.  When 
suitably  diluted  fat  and  albuminoids 
small  in  quantity 

Starch,  sugar,  cow's  milk,  and  an 
animal  digestant.  When  suitably 
diluted  fat  and  albuminoids  small 
in  quantity 

Starch,  sugar,  soluble  starch  deriva- 
tives, and  an  animal  digestant. 
When  mixed  with  cow's  milk  there 
is  an  insufficiency  of  fat 

Di  v  powder.  Human  milk  imitation. 
Soluble  starch  derivatives  and  an 
animal  digestant.  When  mixed  with 
water  very  deficient  in  fat 

These  are  Dr.  Carpenter's  conclusions,  and  are  open  to  ciiii- 
cism  ;  for  example,  he  is  the  first  one  to  state  that  Anglo- 
Swiss  condensed  milk  contains  starch.    We  question  that. 
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Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  Edward  Samuel  Balchin,  108  High  Street,  and 
4  Portland  Place,  Gosport,  Chemist. 
The  receiving  order  herein  was  made  on  April  9, 1897,  and 
Mr.  J.  C.  Moberly  (Official  Receiver)  was  appointed  trustee 
under  an  order  made  for  summary  administration.  He  has 
now  realised  the  estate  and  gives  notice  that  he  is  about  to 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  his  release  upon  the  follow- 
ing account : — Receipts  :  Cash  deposited  with  solicitor,  10/. ; 
cash  in  hand,  14s.  Id. ;  stock-in-trade  (bankrupt's  estimate 
25/.),  55/. ;  furniture,  35/. ;  purchase-money  of  a  reversionary 
interest,  20/. ;  book-debts,  42/.  Is.  3d. ;  receipts  per  trading- 
account,  3/.  15*.  lid. — less  payments  to  redeem  securities, 
44/.  14s.  2d. ;  payments  as  per  trading-account,  3/.  8s.  lid. ; 
net  realisations,  118/.  8s.  8d.  The  bankrupt's  estimate  of  the 
value  of  his  estate  was  117/.  8s.  Id.  The  costs  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy have  amounted  to  44/.  3s.  Id. ;  preference  claims, 
26/.  10s.  6d.  :  amount  of  dividends  on  claims  for  118/.  5s.  (proof 
admitted)  47/.  10s.  Ud.  Balance,  3s.  8d.  The  debtor's 
estimate  of  the  amount  expected  to  rank  for  dividend  was 
506/.  lis.  Id.  The  Official  Receiver's  remarks  are:  "Theamount 
now  divisible  has  been  derived  from  a  book-debt  recovered 
after  the  former  dividend  was  declared,  and  the  proceeds  o 
the  sale  of  a  reversionary  interest  to  which  the  bankiup 
was  entitled,  but  which  he  had  not  disclosed  in  his  statet 
ment  of  affairs." 


Re  William  Assheton  Holme,  of  Newland,  Northampton 
and  Yardley,  Hastings,  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

This  debtor,  whose  statement  of  affairs  has  already 
appeared  in  summary  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
came  up  for  adjourned  public  examination  at  the  Northampton 
Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Dr.  J.  J.  Faulkner,  Registrar,  on 
Tuesday,  January  11.  No  further  questions  were  asked,  and 
the  examination  was  accordingly  closed. 

Re  Norman  Ives,  Huddersfield,  Wholesale  Druggist's 
Traveller. 

This  debtor  was  examined  at  Huddersfield  Bankruptcy 
Court,  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Freeman.  The  bank- 
rupt stated  that  he  had  been  a  commercial  traveller  to  a 
wholesale  firm  of  druggists  at  a  salary  of  30s.  a  week.  On 
leaving  two  years  ago  he  went  into  business  himself, 
borrowing  100/.  from  his  mother.  The  business  was  a  new 
one,  but  it  was  unsuccessful,  and  in  twelve  months  he  lost 
49/.  odd.  He  kept  on  trading,  thinking  it  would  improve 
and  that  he  could  build  up  a  good  business.  The  examina- 
tion was  closed. 


Re  James  Herbert  Todd,  Rushden,  Manufacturer  of 
Artificial  Teeth. 

The  adjourned  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  taken  at 
the  Northampton  Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  12,  but  no 
further  questions  were  asked. 

Rr  Joseph  Matthews,  Warrington,  Soap-manufacturer. 

The  adjourned  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place 
at  Warrington  Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  14.  Debtor 
furnished  particulars  respecting  the  payment  of  accounts 
amounting  to  73/.  2s.  10^.,  and  the  examination  was  closed. 


Re  Naylor,  Pike  &  Grimes,  9  and  11  Fenchurch  Avenue, 
E.C  ,  also  at  Birmingham,  Calcutta,  and  Bombay,  East 
India  Merchants. 
The  pablic  examination  of  Henry  Robert  Pike,  a  member 
of  this  firm,  was  held  on  January  14,  before  Mr.  Registrar 
Brougham,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court.  The  receiving- 
order  was  made  against  the  firm  in  June,  1892,  and  accounts 
were  filed  showing  total  liabilities  13,938/.  16s.  5d.,  of  which 
10,020/.  17s.  lid.  were  expected  to  rank,  against  assets 
valued  at  3,422/.  Is.  6d.    The  liabilities  were  largely  in 
respect  of  drugs,  chemicals,  patent  medicines,  &c,  shipped 
abroad.    The  business  was  commenced  in  1881  at  44  East- 
cheap,  and  was  subsequently  removed  to  9  and  11  Fenchurch 


Avenue.  The  Calcutta  and  Birmingham  branches  were 
added  in  1887,  and  two  years  later  a  third  branch  was  opened 
in  Bombay.  Mr.  Naylor  attended  and  passed  his  examina- 
tion in  1892,  but  [the  other  partners  did  not  then  put  in  ar? 
appearance.  Mr.  Pike  now  stated,  [in  reply  to  Mr.  H.  L. 
Howell,  Assistant  Receiver,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
earlier  attending  for  examination  by  ill-health  consequent  on 
a  sunstroke  contracted  whilst  in  India.  He  had  been  under 
medical  treatment  duiing  the  past  three  years,  but  had 
always  intended  to  present  himself  for  examination  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  He  had  read  Mr.  Naylor's  evidence, 
and  agreed  with  it  in  every  particular.  Since  the  failure  he 
had  been  engaged  in  journalistic  work.  That  had  been  his 
only  occupation,  but  he  had  been  assisted  by  friends.  He 
did  not  know  anything  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the  third  partner. 
The  examination  was  concluded. 


<3a3ette4 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Cruse,  T.  H.,  Gossling,  W.  R.,  and  Pratt,  A.  J.,  under  the  style- 

of  Cruse  &  Co.,  Southsea,  chemists  and  druggists. 
Knight,  C.  F.,  and  Macleod,  H.  W.  G.,  under   he  style  of  Knight 

&  Macleod,  Turret,  Streatham,  and  Brixton  Road,  S.W.,  surgeons  and 

general  medical  practitioners. 
Lanphier,   R.,  and  Odling,  A.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Lanphier  &  I 

Odling,  Alford,  Lincolnshire,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Rawling-,  S.  G.,  and  Davies,  A.,  under  the  style  of  Rawling  & 

Davies,  Leeds,  manufacturers  of  botanic  drinks. 
Robertson,  J.  L.,  and  Hands,  F.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Robertson. 

&  Hands,  Cheltenham,  dentists. 
Sturton,  S.  A.,  and  Sturton,  F.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Sturton  &r 

Sturton,  Goldhawk  Road,    Shepherd's   Bush,   W.,  pharmaceutical 

chemists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Wall,  Oscar  (late  carrying  on  business  under  the  style  of  Wall  &  Co. ), 
Manchester,  late  chemist  and  druggist. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Snowdon,  John,  Darlington,  chemist  and  druggist— discharge  suspended 
for  three  and  a  half  years,  ending  June  21, 1901. 


2>eeo$  of  arrangement 


McDonald,  Mark  William,  2  Oxford  Road,  Waterloo,  medical  practi- 
tioner. Trustee,  William  Denton,  3  Crosshall  Street,  Liverpool, 
chartered  accountant.  Dated,  January  6  ;  filed,  January  13.  Liabili- 
ties unsecured,  568/.  3s.  Id. :  estimated  net  assets,  2001.  The  following' 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£    t.  d. 

Barnet,  S,  London    77   0  0 

Clarke,  Dr.  T.,  Liverpool   170    0  0 

Cohen,  B.  J.,  Stafford  Street   28    0  0 

Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol    ..    19   0  0 

Fineberg,  J.,  Lord  Street  15   0  0 

Hall,  T.,  Waterloo  14   0  0 

Harris,  Mrs.  E.,  Crosby  1500 

Maries,  0.,  Waterloo   14   0  0 

Rawsthorne,  J.  &  W.,  Waterloo  12   0  0 

Roberts,  D.,  Waterloo  12   0  0 

Shaw  Brothers,  Waterloo    63   0  0 

Wolfeuden,  J.,  Waterloo   20   0  0 

Bankers'  claims   .,.    19  0  0 

Morten,  Alma,  and  Eliza  Ann  Morten  (his  wife),  Orchard  Terrace, 
Whaley  Bridge,  mineral-water  manufacturers.  Trustee,  John  Pollitt, 
New  Mills,  accountant.  Dated,  January  11 ;  filed,  January  15. 
Secured  creditors,  100?. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  346?.  17s.  Id. ;  estimated 
net  assets,  298?.  13s.  \d.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£    s.  d. 

Cooper,  P.  H.,  Whaley  Bridge   26   0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester  10   0  0 

Eagles,  William,  Salford   29   0  0 

Rear  &  Co.,  Bradford    67   0  0 

Thomason,  M.  A.,  Whaley  Bridge   51    0  0 

Thorpe,  William,  Manchester   78   0  0 
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Yates,  George  Henry,  Portland  Road,  Longton,  veterinary  surgeon, 
and  John  Winkup,  Goldenhill  Road,  Longton,  clerk  and  brewers' 
traveller,  and  practising  in  co-partnership  at  Portland  Road,  Longton, 
as  "George  Henry  Yates,"  veterinary  surgeons.  Trustee,  Henry  W. 
Figgins,  12  Oheapside,  Hanley,  C.A.  Dated,  January  5 ;  filed, 
January  12.  Liabilities  unsecured,  464/.  8s.  1<I. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
2001.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 


£  s.  <1. 

Adderley,  J.,  Longton                               „       „    28  0  0 

Hart,  W.  O.,  Longton                                              13  0  0 

James  &  Tatton,  Longton                                         22  0  0 

Pidduck  &  Beardmore,  Burslem                                 30  0  0 

Taylor  &  Burgess,  Longton   18  0  0 

Tompkinson  ifc  Betteley,  Longton       ..       ..       ..  199  0  0 

Willows,  Francis  &  Butler,  London     ..        ..       ..    17  0  0 

Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry   18  0  0 

Bankers'  claims   50  00 

Rates  10  0  0 


Bew  Companies  ant>  Company 
flews. 

Oil  Fields  of  Mexico  (Limited).— Capital  100/.,  in 
2.1.  shares.    Objects:  As  indicated  by  the  title. 

Frederick  Rylance  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  8,000/., 
in  1/  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  "Frederick 
Rylance  &  Co.,"  of  Manchester,  and  to  manufacture,  sell, 
-and  deal  in  paints,  varnishes,  enamel,  and  compositions. 

James  Reakes  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  5,000/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  John 
W.  Greening,  and  to  manufacture,  sell  and  deal  in  varnishes, 
stains,  colours,  soaps,  candles,  oil,  &c.  Registered  without 
articles  of  association. 

Santa  Fiora  Mercury  Mines  (Limited).  —  Capital 
120,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  own  and  work 
-certain  mercury  mines  at  Santa  Fiora,  in  Italy.  Director's 
•qualification,  250/.  Remuneration,  600/.  per  annum  and 
•5/.  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  divisible. 

Extract  of  Meat  (Baron  Liebig)  Photograph  Brand 
Company  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  dealing  in 
"  Baron  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat "  carried  on  by  the  late 
Robert  W.  Anderson,  at  92  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.  The 
first  directors  are : — William  H.  Fox,  John  C.  Goode,  and. 
•George  Hooper.  Qualification,  500/.  Remuneration,  as  the 
company  may  decide. 


The  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  have  declared 
a  half-yearly  interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent.,  the  same  as 
.last  year,  being  20s.  per  share  free  of  income-tax. 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited).  —  Mr.  Stephen  Wingrove, 
general  manager  of  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  has  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  directors  of  that  company  to  join  the 
board. 

Parke's  Drug-stores.  —  The  directors  announce  the 
,payment  of  the  usual  half-yearly  dividend  on  the  preference 
shares  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on 
■January  20. 

Bovril  (Limited)  The  directors  report  that  after  pay 

mentof  fixed  rates  of  dividend,  5J  per  cent,  on  preference  shares, 
and  7  per  cent,  on  ordinary  shares,  and  provision  being  made  for 
reserve,  the  directors  of  Bovril  (Limited)  have  agreed  to 
•recommend  a  dividend  on  the  deferred  shares  at  the  rate  of 
■5  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  profits  have  been  over  160,000/. 
for  period  ending  December,  1897,  against  83,789/.  in  1896, 
•57,605/.  in  1895,  and  21,823/.  in  1894. 

Boots  (Limited). — A  further  issue  of  preference  and  or- 
dinary shares  is  being  made  by  Boots  (Limited).  The  registered 
■capital  is  180,000/.,  divided  into  100,000  preference  shares  and 
80.000  ordinary  shares  of  11.  each.  Of  this  capital  124,800 
.shares  have  already  been  issued,  and  the  reserve  fund  stands 
at  36,000/.  The  capital  issued  includes  15,000/.  deferred 
.shares  held  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Company  (Limited),  which 
will  be  so  held  till  1902,  and  receive  no  dividend  in  any  one 
year  until  the  ordinary  shares  have  received  10  per  cent. 
The  new  issue  consists  of  15,000  6  per  cent,  preference  shares 


(cumulative  and  preferred  as  to  capital),  and  15,000  ordinary 
shares,  bringing  up  the  total  issued  capital  to  154,800/.  The 
preference  shares  are  offered  at  a  premium  of  9s.  each, 
ordinary  shares  if  taken  with  these  at  a  premium  of  19s. 
each.  Ordinary  shares  by  themselves  will  only  be  allotted  at 
24s.  premium.  The  amount  realised  by  premium  (21,000/.) 
will  be  added  to  the  reserve  fund.  Present  shareholders 
have  subscribed  15,000/.  towards  the  issue,  the  balance  being 
offered  to  the  public  on  the  same  terms. 

Excel  Sterilised  Milk  Company  (Limited). — We  are 
informed  that  this  enterprise  will  shortly  be  offered  to  the 
public.  The  company  have  secured  a  large  dairy-farm  in 
Hampshire,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  large  share  of  business 
can  be  done  with  the  passenger-steamer  lines  from  South- 
ampton. At  present  business  is  being  done  to  a  fair  extent 
in  this  direction,  and  also  through  chemists  and  other  agents 
in  London.  Chemists  in  the  metropolitan  district  are  sup- 
plied at  4s.  per  dozen,  with  free  delivery,  and  collection  of 
empties.  The  Excel  milk  is  perfectly  sterilised  by  twice 
heating  up  to  219°  F.  by  steam-heat,  which  does  not  boil  the 
milk,  and  the  special  feature  of  this  product  is  that  the 
stoppers  are  locked  by  a  patent  machine  while  the  bottles 
are  in  the  sterilised  atmosphere.  It  is  on  this  patent  that 
the  company  rely  for  the  superiority  of  their  article.  At  a 
demonstration  given  a  few  days  ago  at  53  Parliament  Street, 
Westminster,  bottles  of  milk  that  had  been  sterilised  2-J 
years  since  were  opened  and  tasted.  The  milk  was  a 
little  fusty-tasting,  but  in  no  degree  acid.  No  chemicals 
of  any  kind  are  added  to  the  milk,  nor  is  anything  ab- 
stracted. 


Bii6ine00  Changes, 

The  wine-licence  held  by  Mr.  Holloway,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Torquay,  has  been  transferred  to  Mr.  F.  Marsh,  his 
successor. 

Messrs.  Walker  &  Harris,  chemists  and  druggists, 
London  and  Canterbury,  have  opened  additional  premises  at 
Bank  Street,  Ashford  (Kent). 

Mr.  R.  Hollick,  the  oldest-established  cash  chemist  in 
Lozells,  Birmingham,  has  lately  purchased  the  business 
carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Houpton,  corner  of  Burbury  Street 
and  Lozells  Road. 

Mr.  R.  Manson,  elastic-gum  surgical-instrument  maker, 
75c  Fortess  Road,  London,  N.W.,  announces  that  he  has 
appointed  his  town  representative,  Mr.  Fred.  Mason,  to 
manage  his  sundries  department,  and  that  Mr.  H.  Freese 
will  be  his  town  representative. 

The  London  Essence  Company,  Chatham  Street,  Camber- 
well,  S.E.,  have  secured  the  large  factory  in  that  neighbour- 
hood lately  occupied  by  Messrs.  Pink  as  confectionery- 
works.  The  factory  occupies  about  two  acres  of  ground,  and 
gives  ample  room  for  further  extension  in  the  future.  The 
company  are  at  present  laying  down  new  distilling-plant, 
and  will  shortly  move  their  present  plant  into  the  works. 


Hew  IBoofcs. 

Any  booh  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Bailey  (G.  H.)  Tutorial  Chemistry.  Part  II.  Metals.  Ed 
by  W.  Briggs,  M.A.    8vo.    Pp.287.    3s.6r/.  (Clive.) 

Browne  (O.  A.)  Aneurysms  of  the  Aorta,  4tp.  2s.  6d,  (H.  K. 
Lewis.) 

Familiar  Garden.  Flowers.  Figured  by  F.  E.  Hulme.  De- 
scribed by  Shirley  Hibberd.  New  edition.  5th  series.  Coloured 
plates.  Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  184.  3s.  6d.  (Cassell.) 

Medical  Directory  for  1898.  54th  annual  issue,  8vo.  Pp. 
1,936.    14s.  (Churchill.) 

Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh. :  Transactions.  Vol) 
16.  New  series.  Session  1896-7.  8vo.  Pp.  290.  8s.  6d.  (Simpkin. 

Warner  (W.  R.).  Pocket  Medical  Dictionary.  16mo.  Pp.304 
(W.  Pi.  Warner  &  Co.,  Philadelphia.) 


122  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  January  22,  1898 


flDarrtaoe, 

Woodhouse — Parkinson. — On  January  12,  at  Emmanuel 
Church,  Morecambe,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Troughton,  Frederic 
Richard  Woodhouse,  chemist,  Skerton,  Lancaster,  to  Isabella 
Parkinson,  niece  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Parkinson,  Everton, 
Liverpool. 


Deaths. 

Broomhead. — On  January  10,  at  Union  Street,  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Broomhead,  aged  45,  of  pneumonia.  Mr.  Broomhead 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Davidson  &  Kay,  of, 
Aberdeen,  and,  after  acquiring  experience  in  London  and 
Ufracombe,  commenced  business  in  Aberdeen,  in  which  he 
was  very  successful. 

Brown. — On  January  3,  at  Abbots  Bromley,  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  76. 

Conrot. — Mr.  Michael  Conroy,  who  died  at  Liverpool  on 
Wednesday  evening,  after  a  long  illness,  was  one  of  the 
most  capable  chemists  in  the  pharmaceutical  world.  He  had 
for  many  years  superintended  the  laboratories  of  Messrs. 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  and  in  that  position  had  acquired  an 
experience  which  can  fall  to  the  lot  of  but  few.  Mr.  Conroy 
was  not  a  registered  pharmacist,  but  had  early  experience 
in  the  drug-trade,  and  exceptional  ability  as  an  experimental 
and  technical  chemist.     Under  his  directions  the  labora- 


tories cf  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  have  undergon 
numerous  extensions,  until  now  they  are  the  largest  of 
the  kind  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  him  fell  the  designing 
of  most  of  the  plant  which  is  placed  in  them.  His 
work  as  a  laboratory  superintendent  was  little  known 
to  the  outside  world,  but  those  who  have  visited  the  Liver- 
pool house  know  how  admirable  the  arrangements  are,  and 
how  his  staff  seemed  to  turn  out  gigantic  quantities  of 
preparations  with  the  facility  that  the  expert  retailer  does 
the  small  amount.  Mr.  Conroy  was,  however,  well 
known  to  pharmacists  all  countries  through  his  writings, 
which  are  connected  with  all  departments  of  phar- 
maceutical chemistry.  They  go  back  a  period  of 
at  least  twenty-five  years,  and  we  need  only  recall 
his  work  on  the  detection  of  cotton-seed  oil  in  lard,  on 
sandal  wood  oil,  otto  of  rose,  and  on  the  morphiemetric 
assay  of  opium,  each  subject  being  one  with  which  his  name 
is  closely  identified.  As  a  member  and  Past  President  of 
the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  he  was  loyal  to  that 
body,  and  much  of  his  work  was  published  through  it.  The 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  stood  next  in  his  affec- 
tion ;  he  was  a  regular  attender  at  its  meetings,  and  seldom 
allowed  one  to  pass  without  making  some  communication, 
and  joined  in  discussions  with  a  cheeriness  which  was  as 
characteristic  as  his  remarks  were  to  the  point.  Mr.  Conroy 
was  a  Vice-President  of  the  Conference. 

HANBURY. — William  Allen  Hanbury,  whose  death  in  Paris 
on  January  13  was  announced  in  the  Times  of  Saturday  last, 
was  the  elder  son  of  the  late  Cornelius  Hanbury,  by  Mary, 
only  child  of  the  late  William  Allen,  F.R.S.,  who  died  a  few 
days  after  the  birth  of  her  son  ;  this  was  in  May,  1823.  He 
was  educated  at  the  well-known  Friends'  school  of  the  time 
at  Tottenham,  and  for  a  short  period  subsequently  was  asso- 


ciated with  the  business  in  Plough  Court.  He  did  not, 
however,  incline  to  business-life  and  soon  withdrew  from  it, 
Later  on  he  married  Maria,  eldest  daughter  of  the  venerable 
Count  von  der  Recke  Volmerstein,  the  benevolent  founder  of 
the  great  Orphan  Asylum  of  Dnsselthal,  and  subsequently  of. 
the  first  Idiot  Asylum  in  Prussia.  For  some  years  he  and 
his  wife  resided  on,  or  immediately  adjoining,  the  extensive 
estate  in  Silesia  of  his  father-in-law.  During  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War  Mr.  Hanbury  and  his  wife  energetically 
devoted  themselves  to  nursing  the  wounded,  and  received 
from  the  German  Government  honourable  recognition  of 
their  services.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  in  Berlin,  in  1885f 
he  returned  to  England,  but  of  late  has  resided  in  Paris, 
where  he  died  last  week  of  acute  pneumonia,  in  his  75th 
year.    He  leaves  one  son,  Adelbert  William  Allen  Hanbury. 

Jeffries. — Last  week,  at  Guildford,  Mr.  Henry  Jeffries, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  High  Street.  Mr.  Jeffries,  who  was 
in  his  65th  year,  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  and  Churchwarden  of  Holy  Trinity. 

Keer. — On  January  14,  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Keer,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  9  Brunton  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  W. 

Lea. — On  January  13,  at  his  residence,  Parkfield,  Hallow, 
near  Worcester,  Mr.  Charles  Wheeley  Lea,  of  the  firm  of  Lea 
&  Perrins,  Worcester.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  a  son  of 
John  Lea,  the  original  Lea  of  the  famous  firm  who  from 
their  Worcester  chemist's  shop  started  the  world-famous 
sauce.  The  late  Mr.  C.  W.  Lea  was  very  wealthy,  and  was  a- 
lavish  donor  to  the  charitable  institutions  of  his  city.  At 
one  time  he  owned  a  number  of  racehorses  and  greyhounds, 
and  he  won  the  Waterloo  Plate  in  1887.  At  his  home  he 
had  a  magnificent  collection  of  pictures  and  other  artistic 
objects,  and  he  was  a  famous  grower  of  orchids.  Mr.  Lea- 
had  attained  an  advanced  age. 

Pears. — On  January  16,  suddenly,  at  The  Limes,  London' 
Road,  Hounslow,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  Francis  Pears,, 
of  Islewoith.    Aged  81. 

Pride. — On  January  7,  of  pneumonia,  Arthur  Edwin  Pride, .. 
chemist  and  druggist,  Old  Basford,  Notts.  Aged  47.  (Cor- 
rected notice.) 

Terry. — Sir  Joseph  Terry,  whose  sudden  death  at  York 
was  such  a  tragic  feature  of  the  recent  by-election,  was  the 
son  of  a  chemist  of  the  city,  who  some  fifty  years  ago  branched 
off  from  pharmacy  into  lozenge-making,  purchasing  a  manu- 
facturing business  which  was  then  being  carried  on  in  Blake 
Street,  York,  by  Messrs.  Baildon  &  Barry.  This  business- 
grew  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  chemist's  three  sons,. 


Joseph,  Robert  and  John,  were  all  concerned  in  it.  They 
built  new  works  on  the  Ouse,  where  at  present  some  30C' 
hands  are  employed.  Medicated  lozenges  have  always  been 
a  special  product  of  these  works.  Robert  Terry  died  in 
1870,  and  John  Terry  died  in  1873.  Joseph  Terry  was  four 
times  Lord  Mayor  of  York,  and  as  he  filled  that  office  in  the 
Jubilee  year  (1887)  he  was  knighted  by  the  Queen.  He  was 
chairman  of  Lord  Charles  Beresford's  committee  at  the 
election,  and  exerted  himself  greatly  to  secure  his  victory, 
which  unfortunately,  he  did  not  live  to  see.  Sir  Joseph 
Terry  was  in  his  70th  year. 
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^bbcrtisbg  J  bens, 

Camwal  have  produced  some  little  card  almanacs  with 
coloured  litlios  on  front  and  back  representing  the  use  of 
syphons  in  the  sick  room,  at  a  picnic,  at  the  dinner-table,  and 
at  a  card  party.  We  are  assured  that  the  pictures  are  not 
"  printed  in  Germany."  The  idea  is  a  good  one,  and  it  is  not 
the  less  effective  as  an  advertisement  that  the  pictures  are 
rather  amusing  in  details,  especially  the  one  representing 
the  dinner-table.  The  young  gentleman  who  is  about  to 
take  a  draught  of  Camwal  evidently  feels  he  is  doing  a  deed 
of  heroism,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  are  watching  for  the 
result  with  manifest  anxiety. 

#  *  *  * 

Mr.  Albert  M.  Todd,  peppermint-oil  distiller,  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  U.S.A.,  sends  us  several  wall-calendars  of  beauti- 
ful— in  some  cases  very  elaborate — designs.  Two  of  the 
prettiest  have  for  a  centre  subject  a  child  playing  with  its 
toes:  "This  little  piggie  went  to  market,"  &c  ;  and  one 
other  has  beneath  it  a  string  of  daisies  which,  when  opened, 
display  a  monthly  calendar. 

Mr.  H.  Payne's  Welshpool  Almanack  and  Household  Guide, 
which  we  have  received,  contains,  in  addition  to  a  lot  of 
local  information,  an  illustrated  accouut  of  the  Jubilee 
festivities  in  London.  Mr.  Payne  has  a  full  line  of  pro- 
prietary articles  which  are  well  advertised  in  this  almanack. 

*  *  *  * 

From  the  Pharmacia  Serravallo,  Trieste,  we  have  received 
a  calendar  with  daily  tear-off  advertising  '  Vino  di  China 
Serravallo  Ferruginoso."  Each  day's  tear-off  exposes  a  fresh 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  virtues  of  the  wine  advertised. 

*  *  *  * 

From  the  Illustrated  Family  Almanack  for  1898,  issued, 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Watson,  chemist  and  denti-r,  Shipley,  we  clip 
the  following  novelty  in  chemists'  advertising  : — 

WOETH  KNOWING. 

A  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  had  a  daughter,  who,  to 
all  appearances,  was  dying  of  consumption.  A  gentleman,  who 
attributed  his  own  recovery  to  the  following  preparation,  gave  the 
recipe  to  her  father. 

The  young  lady  was  speedily  benefited  by  the  remedy,  and  has 
now  got  quite  well.  She  attributes  her  cure  to  its  use,  and,  out 
of  gratitude  and  as  a  thauk-offering,  she  has  had  a  lot  of  these 
printed  papers  issued  at  her  own  expense,  so  that  other  sufferers 
may  have  the  same  chance  of  recovery.  She  has  written  some 
hundreds  herself,  and  hopes  by  having  them  printed  to  be  the 
means  of  doing  more  good : — 

Get 

120  grains  dry  marsh  mallow-root. 

120      „     dry  liquorice-root. 

120      „     liquorice  extract. 

240      „     powdered  German  candy. 

240     „     English  linseed. 

240     „     Iceland  moss. 

120     ,,     golden  seal. 

120      „  life-root 

120      „  pleurisy-root. 

Put  the  whole  of  these  into  a  pint  and  a  half  of  cold  water,  and 
simmer  or  boil  slowly  for  half  an  hour,  occasionally  stirring  ; 
whilst  hot,  strain  through  a  piece  of  muslin,  and  keep  in  a  jug  or 
bottle.    This  should  not  be  used  until  cold. 

Some  of  the  articles  cannot  easily  be  procured,  but  they  can 
always  be  had  at  Mr.  Watson's,  36  Westgate,  Shipley. 

Price  8d.  per  packet. 

*  *  *  * 

We  quote  the  following  from  Printers  Inn  as  a  useful 
advertisement  for  a  chemist : — 

In  Time 
Of  Sickness 

A  hot-water  bottle  is  a  necessity.  In  time  of  health  it  is  a  comfort 
and  a  luxury.  The  family  without  one  is  without  a  good  friend. 
The  family  with  one  is  the  family  that  knows  the  value  of  such  a 
friend,  and  is  the  family  that  is  safe-guarded  against  sudden 
attacks  of  illness,  such  as  colds,  chills,  cramps,  pains,  inflamma- 
tions, &e.  These  bottles  are  not  expensive,  as  some  people  think. 
They  are  cheap— very  cheap  when  you  consider  their  usefulness. 
We  can  give  you  one  for  75c.  or  larger  and  better  ones  for  $1, 
$T25,  and  S1'50.    A  combination  hot-water  bottle  and  syringe  for  | 


$1,  or  a  fountain-syringe  alone  for  65c,  75c,  $1,  §125,  and  $150 
If  you  would  like  to  know  more,  come  in  and  we  will  be  pleased 
to  show  you  the  goods. 

Allex  &  Wilson, 

Graduate  Druggists  and  Opticians, 
Clinton. 

When  in  need  of  glasses  remember  that  we  are  spectacle- 
specialists  with  experience. 

Mr.  John  Law,  chemist  and  druggist,  69  Abbey  Street, 
Accrington,  heads  his  circular  "  Hurrah !  Ye  olde  Shop  for 
Ever."  Mr.  Law  evidently  cultivates  humour,  and  dilates  it 
occasionally  with  what  looks  like  poetry.  "For  over  thirty 
years,"  he  tells  the  Accrington  people,  "  some  of  you  have 
been  good  customers  of  mine,  and  some  who  are  now 
married,  and  have  bright  little  children  clustering  round 
your  knees,  I  served  with  goods  when  your  little  round  bright 
eyes  could  scarcely  see  over  my  counter.  I  cannot  help 
having  some  affinity  for  you,  and  I  do  not  want  to  lose  you 
as  customers.  I  like  to  see  you  come  into  my  shop,  and  I 
like  to  chat  with  you  about  old  times  when  you  were  young 
and  sparkling.  I  don't  care  so  much -about  making  a  prolit 
out  of  you,"  &c.  Then  he  proceeds  to  comment  on  his  com- 
petitors, the  "new-fledged  chemists  and  druggists,  who 
assume  all  sorts  of  fancy  names,  such  as  cash  chemists, 
modern  cash  chemists,  operative  chemists,  photo- 
graphic chemists,  farmers  -  sow  -  tickle  chemists,  and  so 
on,  but  not  one  of  them  dares  to  tell  you  that 
they  are  humbugging  chemists.  All  these  fancy  names  are 
so  much  dust  thrown  out  to  disturb  your  eyes  and  perplex 
your  brains,  so  that  they  may  wean  you  from  the  old  shop, 
which  is  just  a  plain  old-fashioned  chemist  and  druggist's 
shop,  the  oldest  in  the  town,  where  if  you  spend  a  shilling 
you  get  full  value  for  your  money  without  any  trickery  or 
dodging,  and  which  by  your  help  is,  and  shall  be,  the 
cheapest  shop  for  miles  round.  The  matter  of  prices  shall 
not  separate  us  ;j  if  by  some  odd  chance  you  consider  my 
price  too  high,  don't  fail  to  tell  me,  let  us  reason  together, 
and  if  possible  I  will  bang  down  the  price." 

If  they  go  to  the  fancy  shops  he  assures  them  they  will 
have  to  pay  for  it,  and  he  winds  up  this  part  of  his  discourse 
by  declaring : — 

"  Their  challenge  I  seize  with  both  my  hands, 
Defiantly  now  the  Old  Dog  stands 
Against  a  host  of  barking  whelps. 
Anon,  each  in  turn  howls  and  yelps  ; 
Then  away  he  runs,  his  tail  so  placed, 
A  child  can  see  he  has  been  disgraced." 

We  add  a  couple  of  specimens  of  the  way  Mr.  Law 
recommends  his  goods  : — 

"  Camphorated  chalk,  \d.  per  oz. 

"  Cheap  at  half  the  price,  but  if  you  want  something  really 
cheap  in  this  line,  get  a  bit  of  camphor  and  a  pound  of 
whiting — cost  altogether  Id.  I  state  this  to  show  how  you 
can  be  dodged  by  some  of  those  fancy  shops.  If  you  come 
to  me,  I  can  tell  you  a  good  tale  about  this  article. 

"  Infants'  preservative,  2d.  per  oz. 

"Commonly  called  'Shut-up,'  a  grand  remedy  for  your 
little  darling  screamers.  This  '  Shut-up '  has  gained  for  me 
the  gratitude  of  thousands  of  mothers,  numbers  of  them  out 
of  pure  gratitude  would  willingly  have  thrown  their  arms 
around  my  neck  and  kissed  me — of  course  I  could  not  allow 
that,  not  that  I  dislike  the  mothers,  far  from  that,  but,  alas  I 
I  am  obliged  to  draw  a  line  somewhere.'' 

He  winds  up  with  an  attack  on  patent  medicines  in 
general,  and  American  ones  particularly,  saying,  "  It  would 
be  better  for  yourself  and  better  for  the  community  if, 
instead  of  buying  this  patent  rubbish,  you  gave  the  same 
money  to  the  Cottage  Hospital,  but  if  you  are  determined  to 
buy  it — '  the  rubbish  ' — there  is  only  one  safe  way,  which  is, 
first  of  all  consult  your  medical  adviser  ;  if  he  consents,  then 
buy  the  stuff,  take  it  carefully  home,  and  bury  it  carefully 
in  the  ashpit  for  the  scavenger  to  take  away." 

*  *  *  * 

A  little  green  pamphlet,  entitled  "Nerve  Worry,' came 
very  happily  last  wetk.  We  thought  seme  kind  friend  had 
taken  pity  on  us  on  account  of  that  B.P.  business.  It  proved 
to  be  all  about  Holloway's  coca-wine. 
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Mr.  Arthur  Wright,  chemist.  High  Street,  Lowestoft,  sends 
us  his  New  Year's  greetings  and  an  interesting  almanac  for 
the  new  year  of  a  different  style  to  most  of  those  circulated 
by  chemists.  It  is  on  quarto  pages,  and  contains  some  good 
and  apparently  original  stories,  together  with  poems,  puns, 
and  postal  information. 


personalities* 

Mb.  and  Mrs.  Martindale  celebrated  their  silver 
wedding  last  week.  A  large  party  of  friends  was  entertained 
at  the  Portland  Rooms. 

A  NTj  stBEE  of  the  past  and  present  office-bearers  of  the 
Chemists'  Assistants1  Association  have  presented  Mr.  H.  H. 
]tobins  with  a  handsome  liqueur-stand  on  the  occasion  of 
his  marriage,  and  in  appreciation  of  many  valuable  services 
be  has  rendered  to  the  Association. 

Mb.  William  Maie,  who  has  been  for  four  years  on 
Messrs.  Smith,  Stanistreet  fc  Co.'s  staff  in  Calcutta,  and  has 
during  that  time  made  a  name  for  himself  in  connection 
with  Indian,  materia  medica,  is  returning  to  this  country  for 
a,  short  period,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  he  will  go 
back  to  Calcutta  to  start  a  business  on  his  own  account. 

Me.  F.  H.  Colling  wood,  the  "  druggist"  who  was  injured 
in  the  Scotch  railway  accident,  was  travelling  at  the  time 
for  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.  Mr.  Collingwood  says  bis  injuries 
were  not  so  slight  as  our  paragraph  last  week  made  t!«em 
appear.  Besides  being  cut  about  the  head  and  face  his  left 
foot  was  crashed,  and  he  has  suffered  with  his  head  and 
back  since 

Me.  E.  Evans,  jun,  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, and  Mr.  Robert  McAdam,  of  Glasgow  Apothecaries' 
Company,  were  driving  in  a  hansom-cab  from  the  Liberal 
Club,  Glasgow,  to  Keivinside,  one  evening  last  week,  and  when 
near  the  Kirklee  station  the  driver  drove  on  to  the  footpath, 
up  setting  the  cab  over  a  6-foot  embankment.  The  two 
gentlemen  were  very  little  the  worse  for  the  accident. 

Like  Alexander,  seeking  for  fresh  worlds  to  conquer,  Mr. 
Idris,  chief  of  the  Mineral  Water  Company  of  Kentish  Town, 
is  about  to  transfer  his  municipal  services  from  St.  Pancras 
to  Islington.  His  re-election  in  St.  Pancras  is  a  foregone 
conclusion,  because  of  his  popularity  thereabouts  ;  but  South 
Islington  is  a  Tory  stronghold  requiring  considerable  force 
to  break  it  down.  Consequently  Mr.  Idris  has  shown  his 
devotion  to  his  party  and  his  confidence  in  his  own  per- 
suasive eloquence  by  giving  up  a  safe  seat  for  one  that  is 
extremely  doubtful.  In  South  Islington  Mr.  Idris  will  have 
to  meet  Mr.  Kimber  Bull,  a  popular  member  of  the  Con- 
servative executive,  and  hon.  election  agent  to  Sir  Albert 
Itoliit,  the  Parliamentary  representative  of  the  borough. 
South  Islington  declared  in  favour  of  the  Progressives  when 
it  sent  Mr.  Spicer  to  Parliament ;  but  since  1885  Sir  Albert 
Rollit  has  held  it  strongly,  and  County  Council,  School 
Board,  and  Vestry  elections  have  followed  suit. 


From  Messrs.  Charles  Yarrow  &  Co.,  36  Basinghall  Street 
EC,  we  have  an  illustrated  catalogue  of  the  medicines 
prepared  at  the  Homoeopathic  Central  Pharmacy  of  Dr. 
Wilimar  Schwabe,  Leiprig,  for  which  they  are  agents.  It  is 
•one  of  the  most  complete  lists  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen. 
The  style  of  putting  up  the  medicines,  judging  from  the 
illustrations,  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  Dr.  Wilimar 
Schwabe  is  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  "Polyglot 
Jlomceopatbic  Pharmacopoeia,"  a  work  in  six  languages. 

Poor-law  Dispenser?. — A  meeting  of  the  Poor-law 
dispensers  took  place  on  January  19,  at  112  Westminster 
Bridge  Road,  Mr.  R.  E.  Jones  (Poplar)  in  the  chair.  The 
Chairman  in  his  remarks  dwelt  specially  upon  the  history 
of  the  Poor-law  dispensary  system,  its  inception  in  1871 
and  continued  success,  whilst  the  position  of  the  officers 
showed  uo  corresponding  increase  in  salaries.  Poor-law 
dispecsers  were  in  many  instances  merely  allowed  to  exist  at 
the  whim  and  caprice  of  a  captious  board.  The  only 
satisfaction  tkeyhad  ever  received  was  from  the  late  Govern- 
ment Inspector  (  Dr.  Bridges),  who  reported  that  the  working 
of  the  dispensary  system  after  four  years'  trial  had  proved 
successful  beyond  anticipations.  An  interesting  discussion 
followed. 


Commercial  Botes, 


AMERICAN  PETROLEUM-INDUSTRY. 

The  petroleum-trade  of  the  United  States  continues  to 
grow  in  spite  of  the  Russian  efforts.  In  1894-5  Baku 
petroleum  supplanted  to  an  appreciable  extent  the  shipments 
of  American  oil  to  the  East,  and  the  Chino-Japanese  war 
also  depressed  the  trade.  During  1896,  however,  there  was 
a  great  improvement,  the  exports  of  refined  oil  in  that  year 
amounting  to  753,577,089  gallons,  an  increase  of  80,995,912 
gallons  over  1895.  If  the  shipments  of  residuum  and  lubri- 
cating-oils  are  added,  the  total  works  out  at  936,000.000 
gallons.  The  figures  for  1897  are  not  yet  available,  but  it  is 
said  that  the  record  of  1896  will  be  broken,  as  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  show  an  increase  of  refined  oil  alone  of 
25,000,000  gallons. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AS  A  BUYER. 

Advance  official  information  regarding  1897  trade  which 
the  O .,  P.  3)  B.  Reporter  has  obtained,  shows  some  inter- 
esting figures  for  several  drug  staples.  The  following  are 
the  articles  which  most  interest  English  houses,  as  they  are 
those  in  which  they  either  occupy  the  field,  or  are  losing  it. 
They  refer  solely  to  imports.  Camphor :  671,860  lbs.  from 
U.K.  and  Germany,  769.711  from  Japan.  Cinchona  :  1,555,795 
lbs.  from  Holland,  and  825,142  lbs.  from  U.K.  Chlorate  of 
potash:  Two-thirds  of  the  5,985,212  lbs.  imported  came  from 
England,  and  one-half  of  the  remainder  from  France.  Of 
the  99,274,138  lbs.  of  bleaching  powder  imported,  79,236,840 
lbs.  came  from  U.K.,  and  the  remainder  from  France, 
Germany,  and  Belgium.  Of  a  total  of  12,717,098  lbs.  of 
glycerine,  France  supplied  9,630,353  lbs.  U.K.  supplied 
421,832  lbs.  of  gum  arabic  out  of  a  total  of  686,670  lbs.  Of 
shellac  the  U.K.  sent  1,617,203  lbs.,  Germany  9,000  lbs. 
Olive  oil  was  received  from  nearly  every  European  country. 
Germany  supplied  2,719,530  ozs.  of  quinine,  the  U.K. 
698,418  ozs.,  and  France  75,596  ozs.  858,201  lbs.  of  fancy 
soaps  were  sent  from  the  U.K.,  137,934  lbs.  from  Germany 
and  other  countries.  Nearly  all  the  caustic  soda  came  from 
the  U.K.  108,908  tons  of  sulphur  came  from  Italy,  and 
21,094  tons  from  the  U.K.  and  other  countries.  Holland  and 
the  U.K.  supplied  half  the  pepper  imported.  The  vanilla 
supply  mainly  came  from  Mexico,  France  supplying  39,825 
lbs.,  and  Britain  14.317  lbs.  Of  62,665  gallons  of  varnish 
imported,  57,134  gallons  came  from  the  U.K. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

A  meeting  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Committee  was 
held  at  the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  January  17. 
There  were  present: — Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  K.C.B.,  in  the 
chair ;  Sir  H.  G.  Bergne,  K.C.M.G. ;  Sir  A.  K.  Rollit,  M.P.  ; 
S.  E.  Spring-Rice,  Esq..  C.B.  ;  A.  E.  Bateman,  Esq.,  C.M.G. ; 
C.  P.  Lucas,  Esq.,  Assistant  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies;  W.  H.  Holland,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce ;  and  Sir  F.  Abel,  Bart,  K.C.B. ;  with 
Mr.  G.  J.  Stanley,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  Secretary.  The 
committee  heard  evidence  from  Sir  Frederick  Abel,  Bart., 
K.C.B.,  as  representing  the  Imperial  Institute ;  and  from 
Mr.  T.  J.  Walsh,  the  Chairman  of  the  Birmingham  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  through  the  Foreign 
Office  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  enclosing,  in  original,  a  copy  of  the  new  Brazilian 
Customs  Tariff  which  came  into  force  on  January  1.  The 
tariff  may  be  consulted  on  application  at  the  offices  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  7  Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W.,  on  any  day 
between  the  hours  of  11  and  5. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  through  the  Foreign 
Office  a  despatch  from  Sir  H.  G.  McDoneli,  her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Lisbon,  reporting  that  the  decree  of  September  30, 
1897  (which  abolished  the  freedom  of  storage  of  merchandise 
in  the  Lisbon  Custom-house),  though  fixed  to  take  effect 
from  January  1,  1898,  will  not  be  put  in  operation  before 
May  31  next. 


Several  salts  of  cerium  and  of  some  of  the  other  rare 
earths  have  been  found  to  be  active  germicides.  The  nitrates 
have  besn  especially  studied  in  this  respect. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section  are  invariably 
the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bull:. 

In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before  ordinary  prices  can  be 
ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  de- 
mands of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation  of 
rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the  distributor 
■generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges  on  the  goods  on  their  way 
from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of 
quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON"  STREET,  E.C.,  January  20. 

THE  tone  of  the  market  is  improving  slowly,  but  the  drug 
sales  in  London  to-day  were  dull  on  the  whole.  Aloes 
and  senna  were  really  the  only  two  articles  about  which 
there  was  animation.  The  sales  were  so  lengthy  that  at 
one  time  it  was  expected  that  they  would  not  be  concluded 
to-day,  but  by  holding  over  vanillas  they  succeeded  in  getting 
through  the  lists.  All  the  Tinnevelly  was  sold.  Rhubarb  is 
in  fair  supply  and  poor  demand.  New  sarsa  has  arrived, 
but  is  stiff  in  price.  The  more  noteworthy  features  of  the 
sales  are  dealt  with  in  this  report. 

The  Amsterdam  Cinchona  -  sales  leave  the  price 
■of  bark  \c.  per  kilo,  lower.  We  print  a  special  cinchona 
article  on  p.  130. 

Higher  prices  have  been  paid  for  croton  seed,  wild 
cardamoms,  ire^acuathi,  Kamala,  HGH  oil  of  pepper- 
mint, shellac  and  vanilla,  ammonia  sulphate,  acetate  of  lime, 
and  copper  sulphate  are  also  higher. 

Lower  prices  have  been  paid  for  concentrated  lemon- 
juice,  oil  of  cassia,  oil  of  star-anise,  and  common  varieties  of 
senna,    Aniline  is  lower  also. 

Iodine  is  the  sensation  of  the  week.  A  South  American 
manufacturer  threatens  to  put  a  large  stock  on  the  open 
market,  and  this  is  troubling  the  Convention. 


CABLEGRAMS. 

From  Hamburg  we  learn  by  cable  that  the  market  there 
to-day,  for  cloves,  star-anise,  and  pimento  shows  exceptional 
firmness.  Oil  of  turpentine  is  also  firmer.  On  the  other 
hand,  castor  oil  has  been  bought  for  less  money,  and  is  on 
the  decline. 

a  #  *  * 

The  New  York  Market  is  quiet.  Cabling  at  3.35  p.m. 
to-day,  our  correspondent  informs  us  that  oil  of  peppermint 
has  a  tendency  downwards.  Podophyllum  (mandrake)  root 
is  weak,  and  selling  at  5|c.  per  lb.  Canadian  snake-root  has 
changed  hands  at  14c,  and  there  is  an  abundant  supply  at 
that.  Golden-seal  root  is  lower,  3710.  being  the  present 
quotation.  Opium  is  firmer.  Bees'  wax  has  sold  to-day  at 
28$  to  29$  per  cwt.  for  American  bleached. 

*  #  *  * 

From  Amsterdam  our  correspondent  telegraphs  on 
Thursday  evening,  that  of  the  5,755  packages  of  Java 
cinchona  offered  at  to-day's  public  sales  3,228  packages  sold 
at  an  average  unit  for  the  manufacturing  bark  of  6  9  c.  per 
half-kilo  against  7c.  paid  at  the  auctions  on  December  9. 
The  American  and  English  manufacturers  bought  2,677  kilos  ; 
the  Auerbach  factory,  2,030  kilos :  the  Brunswick  factory, 
3,003  kilos  ;  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  5,590 
kilos  ;  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  792  kilos ;  various 
other  buyers,  1,973  kilos.  The  prices  realised  for  manu- 
facturing bark  ranged  from  14|c.  to  623.  and  for  druggists' 
barks  from  19c.  to  83c.  per  lb.  The  market  was  quiet,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  prices  realised  show  a  decrease  upon 
the  December  prices,  but  not  so  much  as  was  expected. 


The  decrease  of  exports  of  alkali  to  the  United  States  hits 
English  alkali-manufacturers  badly,  and  there  seems  no 

prospect  whatever  of  improvement  in  the 
kTu'l'/V      "  future-     F°r  that  reason  there  are  occasional 

rumours  in  the  United  States  about  the  British 
capturing  American  glassworks,  wherein  most  of  the 
imported  alkali  is  consumed.  Such  a  rumour  is  now  current, 
"a  syndicate  financed  by  the  United  Alkali  people  of  England 
having  secured  options  on  eighteen  of  the  leading  flint-glass 
factories  in  the  United  States."  It  would,  no  doubt,  be  a 
good  move  on  the  part  of  British  alkali-makers  to  work 
American  glass-factories,  but  the  United  Alkali  Company 
has  its  hands  full  enough  at  present  with  a  proposed  alkali- 
factory  near  Detroit,  and  a  low  dividend  at  liome,  to  leave  it 
much  capital  to  finance  glassworks  syndicates. 


Since  our  last  issue  we  have  heard  more  about  Mr 
Hooley's  venture   in   the  gum-market,  and  have  seen  a 

sample  of  the  gum.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the 
Hooley  Gum.  fact  that  the  gum  looks   exactly  like  good 

picked  white  Soudan  gum,  a  little  broken  up  ; 
it  tastes  like  it  also,  but  is  not  so  mucilaginous.  It  is 
made  in  two  forms— a  mucilage,  containing  50  per  cent, 
of  the  solid,  and  the  solid  state  itself.  The  mucilage  is 
reached  in  the  process  of  manufacture  before  the  solid 
state.  The  mucilage  is  not  so  adhesive  as  a  good  gum- 
arabic  mucilage  of  the  same  strength,  and  it  is  decidedly 
deficient  in  emulsifying-power.  It  cannot  be  considered  a 
good  substitute  for  medicinal  gum  arabic,  but  the  results 
obtained  in  calico-printing  are,  if  anything,  more  satisfac- 
tory than  with  gum  arabic.  The  gum  is  freely  soluble  in 
water.  The  inventor  of  it  is  a  Mr.  E.  B.  Steegman,  who  has 
worked  on  the  process  for  a  long  time,  and  knows  well 
what  are  the  requirements  of  gum  for  technical  purposes. 


Last  year's  crop,  like  those  of  several  preceding  seasons 
turned  out  badly  as  regards  quality.    Considerable  allow- 
ances were  made  by  arbitration  on  the  early 
L^nea  shipments  against  contracts   to  arrive.  As 

these  awards  were  owing  chiefly  to  the  false 
packing  of  |the  bundles,  the  principal  shipping  houses  in 
Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  agreed  among  themselves  not  to 
do  business  with  the  natives  except  on  an  official  standard, 
which  prohibited  false  packing.  This  arrangement  appears 
now  to  be  the  recognised  mode  in  which  future  business  will 
be  conducted,  but  of  course  it  will  have  no  effect  on  the 
quality  of  the  cassia.  The  arrivals  show  that  the  "  fail- 
average  quality  of  the  season "  is  poor,  and  that  the  trees 
have  not  yet  been  brought  to  the  standard  of  cultivation 
which  obtained  before  the  damage  caused  by  the  severe 
frost  of  a  few  years  ago.  The  London  stock  of  cassia  lignea 
has  been  reduced  from  150,000  packages  to  40,000  packages 
during  the  last  three  years.  Foreign  countries,  having  used 
up  all  their  good  cassia,  have  been  drawing  on  our  market 
when  they  wanted  fine  quality,  such  as  was  imported  before 
1890,  and  ;if  they  continue  to  do  so  at  the  present  rate 
during  this  year  "London  quality"  of  cassia  will  soon  be  a 
thing  of  the  past.  Holders  of  parcels  which  arrived  in 
London  during  the  last  three  years  find  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  selling  their  stocks,  as  Hamburg  has  a  fair  quantity 
of  similar  importations,  and  competes  successfully  for  the 
continental  orders  for  such  quality.  The  present  prices  are 
47s.  6d.  per  cwt.  in  London  for  old  import,  and  43a-.  in 
Hamburg  for  1895  arrival. 


Acacia. — No  demand  at  auction.  Very  fine  Soudan  gum 
is  held  for  151.,  good  pale  pickings  11.,  and  siftiDgs  at  25s. 
per  cwt.  One  case  of  good  picked  Trieste  grain  was  sold  at 
6/.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Acetone  is  slightly  firmer  this  week,  though  no  change  in 
the  price  has  been  made.  The  Government  order  referred  to 
some  weeks  ago  has  now  been  placed. 

Acid  (Citric). — Very  quiet  at  Is.  0,^.  to  Is.  Of  <Z.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  B.P.  Concentrated  juice  is  reported  lower 
this  week,  one  holder  asking  10Z.  10s.  per  pipe  c.i.f.  terms. 

Acid  (Tartaric)  is  slightly  firmer  this  week,  but 
quotations  are  unchanged.    Foreign  crystals  are  offered  at 
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Is.  0\d.  to  Is.  Ohd.  per  lb.  English  (B.P.)  on  the  spot  is 
Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Aconite. — Five  bags  of  fair  Japanese  sold  at  27s.  Qi.  per 
cwt. 

Ajowax-seed.— Twenty-six  bags  of  good  clean  ajowan 
or  thyme  seed  were  offered,  and  bought  in  at  10s.  per  cwt. 
nominally. 

Aloes  (Cape)  sold  with  good  competition.  Fair  hard 
bright  realised  20s.  Qd.  to  22s.  per  cwt ;  ditto,  part  soft,  19s. ; 
and  ordinary  drossy  to  middling,  17s.  to  18>.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Aloes  (Curacao). — This  was  one  of  the  things  which 
sold  well,  all  but  two  lots  being  disposed  of.  This  drug 
rarely  comes  into  the  market  in  tins,  but  to-day  there  were 
65  tins,  mostly  fair  livery,  offered  ;  but  only  15,  and  these 
the  poorest  (partly  burnt),  sold  at  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Ordin- 
ary livery  in  boxes  sold  well  at  34s.  6^.  to  35s.  Qd.,  gourds  of 
fine  quality  at  42s.  to  47s.,  and  seconds  at  25j.  Qd.  to  35s. 
An  exceptionally  fine  lot  in  gourds  sold  at  75s.,  while  at  the 
other  end  in  quality  73  boxes  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  9s. 
to  20s. 

Aloes  (Socotrine). — No  sales  were  made. 

Aloes  (Zanzibar). — There  was  a  brisk  competition  for 
six  of  this  kind  in  skins.  What  aloes  there  was  in  the 
skins  was  of  good  quality,  and  that  fact  accounted  for  the 
prices  obtained,  50s.  to  52s.  6^. 

Ambergris— The  supply  was  old,  and  15s  , 20s.,  30s.,  35s., 
were  subject  prices  arrived  at  between  one  broker  and  a 
buyer  for  about  12  ozs.  of  different  grades,  mostly  low. 

Ammoniacum. — Good  tears  sold  at  4ls.  per  cwt.,  and 
some  rather  dark  stuff  at  39s.    Low  woody  stufE  fetched  28s. 

Aniseeds. — Small  Russian  seed  of  fair  aroma  sold  at 
19s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  (20  bags).  Spanish  was  not  sold,  but  32s. 
will  buy  it,  says  the  broker. 

Aniseed  (Star). — Ten  cases  of  fair  aroma,  slightly 
broken,  which  have  been  offered  before,  were  bought  in  at 
51.  15s.  per  cwt.  nominally. 

Annatto  Paste. — There  were  no  sales ;  ^ut  2s.  9d.  was 
mentioned  as  the  price  for  a  soft  and  darkish  red  paste. 
There  are  41  cases  of  heat,  smoke,  and  water  damaged  piste 
lloating  for  want  of  a  bid. 

Annatto  Seed. — The  sales  to-day  consisted  ot  20  bags 
good  bright  Ceylon  at  Q\d.  to  <K\A.  per  lb. 

Antimony. — Fifty  cases  of  Japanese  crude  were  bought 
in  at  20/.  per  ton. 

Argol. — Cape  variety  was  bought  up  freely.  Good  pale 
at  55s.  (42  bags)  ;  seconds,  somewhat  dark,  sold  at  43s.  to 
48s. ;  and  a  low  lot  for  35s. 

Asafcetida. — The  late  arrivals,  which  for  a  time  have 
been  held  off  the  market,  were  offered  in  to-day's  auctions, 
amounting  in  all  to  249  cases,  together  with  30  cases  older 
import.  On  the  whole  the  quality  left  much  to  be  desired, 
the  gum  being  more  or  less  weighted  with  ground  mica  and 
sand  with  an  occasional  supply  of  stones.  There  was  no 
demand  at  the  high  rates  asked.  Fair  softish  grey  and  red 
block  inclined  to  turn  brown,  all  loaded  with  ground  mica, 
bought  in  at  70s.  per  cwt.  Grey  and  pinky  ditto,  not  so  red 
and  rather  more  sandy,  was  bought  in  at  67s.  Qd.  Mixed 
grey  and  pinky  block,  softish  and  very  sandy  and  heavy,  was 
held  for  60s.  per  cwt.  For  ordinary  brown  block  and  loose 
broken,  sandy  and  dusty,  35s.  is  asked.  Grey  broken  block 
with  small  free  almonds,  rather  sandy,  is  limited  for  55s.  A 
further  arrival  of  about  120  cases  is  just  in  from  Bombay  per 
Ravenna. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Two  casks  of  good  thick  quality  of 
doubtful  origin  were  offered  and  held  for  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — At  the  auction  3  cases  of  good  unfiltered 
were  offered  and  bought  in  at  9s.  per  lb.  Another  lot  of  2 
cases  sold  at  7s.  6a!.,  and  1  case  each  at  4s.  and  2s.  per  lb. 
The  latter  contained  sediment,  and  want  "  treatment." 

Benzoin. — Fine  quality  of  Sumatra  gum  is  very  scarce. 
Nothing  really  fine  was  offered  at  auction,  except  some  Siam 
of  old  import,  which  did  not  sell.  Very  ordinary  Palembang 
sold  at  35s.  (10  cases),  and  a  few  cases  of  yellow  glassy  at 
47s.    Penang  gum  with  fair  almondy  centres,  but  a  trifle 


false  packed,  sold  at  5/.  2s.  6d.  to  5/.  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  thirds 
were  bought  in  at  66s,  Of  Sumatra  gum,  only  27  cases  sold, 
good  almondy  seconds  at  11.  10s.  to  11.  17s.  Qd. 

Buchu. — In  little  demand  at  auction.  Three  parcels  were 
offered.  Round  green  leaves  realised  b\d.  per  lb.,  pale  round 
Z^d.,  bright  long  leaf  l\d.,  dark  green  long  and  pale  4fi.  to 
H\d.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — In  rather  small  supply  to-day,  though  without 
inquiry.  Ten  bags  small  to  bold  yellow  washed  root  were 
limited  at  70s.  per  cwt.  Another  lot  of  8  bags  fair  quality 
sold  cheaply  at  58s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude). — Advices  from  China,  dated  Decem- 
ber 16,  state  that  the  market  is  lifeless,  and  that  lower 
prices  have  ruled.    The  London  market  is  also  dull. 

Cannabis  Indica. — No  demand  ^was  shown  at  auction. 
Fifteen  bales  of  good  green  on  stalk  were  bought  in  at  Qd.  per 
lb.  For  another  lot  not  quite  so  good  5d.  per  lb.  is  asked. 
Eight  bales  of  dust  sold  at  l\d. 

Cardamoms  were  in  good  supply,  and  the  following  prices- 
were  obtained  :— Ceylon- Mysore,  good  plump  white,  3s.  6d. ; 
ditto,  medium,  3s.  <\d.  to  3s.  5^. ;  small  white,  3s.  3d.  ;  dull, 
split  aod  small,  2s.  Id.  Fine  qualities  of  Ceylon- Malabar 
sold  at  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  for  bold  white,  seconds,  at  3s.  3d.  to 
3s.  8rf.,  and  small  white  at  2s  lOd.  Wild  brown  carda- 
moms sold  at  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  low  qualities,  and 
fine  pods  went  as  high  as  4s.  For  dull  pale  seed  from  Bombay 
a  bid  of  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted. 

Cascaeilla. — From  42s.  to  49s.  per  cwt.  was  obtained  for 
good  quill,  and  35s.  for  chippy  stuff.  Sittings  would  not  sell 
even  at  20s. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Thirty-seven  packages  of  thin  to  bold 
pods  were  offered  at  auction,  and  realised  15s.  per  cwt. 

Castorum. — Four  packages  were  offered,  but  were  bought 
in  at  from  35s.  to  50s.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  first  London  public  sales,  to  be  held  on 
January  25,  are  likely  to  be  heavy,  about  3,000  packages 
having  already  been  declared.  There  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  talk  about  bark  during  the  week,  but  it  has  been  of  a 
speculative  nature.  We  refer  in  a  succeeding  article  more 
fully  than  we  did  three  weeks  ago  to  t'~e  Amsterdam  'brokers' 
arrangements.  Messrs.  Widenmann,  Broicher  &  Co.  have 
issued  an  interesting  report  on  the  movements  of  quinine  and 
bark  in  1897.  It  traverses  somewhat  more  fully  the  ground 
which  we  reviewed  in  our  issue  of  December  25.  In  auction 
5d.  per  lb.  was  obtained  for  fair  South  American  Crown 
bark,  Id.  to  9f<2.  for  mossy — the  latter  a  beautiful  sample. 
Yellow  South  American  bark  would  not  sell,  but  the  red  from 
Guayaquil  was  received  with  brisk  bidding,  6s.  per  lb.  being 
paid  for  bold  quill,  and  4s.  Qd.  for  bright  chips.  Carthagena 
and  Maracaibo  barks  were  not  in  demand. 

Coca  Leaves. — The  exports  from  Java  in  November 
amounted  to  160  bales,  all  of  which  went  to  Holland.  The 
following figuresshowthenumber  of  bal°s  exported  to  London 
during  the  last  four  years  from  July  1  to  November  30  : — 

1897  1896  1895  1894 

496  335  509  339 

Cocoa  Butter. — The  next  sales  willba  held  on  February 
1,  when  50  tons  of  Cadbury's  make  will  be  offered  in 
London,  and  in  Amsterdam  a  total  of  112  tons,  of  which  70 
tons  will  be  Van  Houten's. 

Colocynth. — A  fair  supply  of  decorticated  fruit  was 
offered  in  auction,  and  the  prices  realised  are  a  trifle  lower 
than  have  lately  ruled.  Good  pale  whole-apple  pulp  sold  for 
ll\d.  and  Is.,  and  broken  pulp  at  from  Qd.  \o9d.  A  damaged 
lot  of  Spanish  soldat3rf.  The  exceptional  price  of  Is.  Id.  was 
paid  for  pale  seedless  pulp. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  advanced  this  week  by  10s.  per 
ton,  and  it  is  firm  at  16/.  15s.  to  17/. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — A  firm  market.  Good  white  French 
crystals  may  still  be  had  at  73s.  per  cwt.  net  cash  f.o.b. 
Bordeaux.  On  the  spot  75s.  Qd.  to  76s.  is  asked  for  crystals, 
and  77s.  Qd.  to  79s.  per  cwt.  for  powder. 

Croton  Seed  is  dearer.    Seven  bags  of  good  to  bold 
seed  sold  with  fair  competition  at  41s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs. — In  large  supply  at  auction,  but  entirely  without 
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demand.  Of  305  packages  offerer),  five  only  sold  at  35s.  per 
cwt.  for  fair  quality.  Medium  to  bold  faiily  clean  berries 
\  ere  bDught  in  at  45s.  per  cwt.  rrivately  the  range  of  prices 
now  riding  is  from  35s.  Qd.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  The  exports 
from  Java  for  November  auouoted  to  334  piculs,  210  of 
which  were  sent  to  Singa[  ore,  and  the  remainder  to 
Amsterdam.  The  following  are  the  figcres  for  the  last  five 
years,  from  July  1  to  November  30  : — 

1897  1896         1895  18£4  1893 

,  2,799  ^662  1,431  1,433  751 

Cumin  Seed. — Fair  seed  was  held  for  21s.  per  lb.  at 
auction.  For  25  bags  ordinary  dark  Maltese  32s.  per  cwt.  is 
asked. 

Cuttle  Fish. — Although  116  packages  were  offered,  no 
business  was  done.  Good  bold  white,  partly  broken,  is  held 
for  3±d.  per  lb. 

Dill-seed. — Ninety-five  bags  of  good  clean  seed  from 
Bombay  realised  the  fair  price  of  14s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's- blood. — Really  fine  resin  is  scarce  and  in  good 
demand.  What  was  shown  this  week  was  of  second  quality. 
Eight  cases  sold  ;  bold  seedy  lump,  (f  bright  colour  fetched 
95s. ;  bright,  woody,  75s. ;  and  lump  of  fine  quality,  Ql.  2s.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Elemi.- — Twenty-two  cases  of  good  white  pasty  gum  were 
offered  to-day,  and  held  for  27s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  no  bids  being 
made. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — Privately  there  is  a  small  business 
doing.  For  good  sound  new  Spanish  ergot  Is.  2d.  per  lb  is 
asked.  Russian  is  offered  at  9d.  to  Wd.  per  lb.  At 
auction  to-day  twenty-one  packages  were  offered,  but  nothing 
sold.    Fair  to  clean  bold  Russian  was  limited  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Euphorbium  Gum. — Twenty  three  serons  of  slightly 
woody  gum  were  teld  at  auction  for  15s.  per  cwt.,  a  bid  of 
lis.  being  refused. 

Galaxgal  is  slow  of  sale,  and  34s.  per  cwt.  was  the 
price  put  upon  64  bales  of  good  bold  Chinese  root.  Two 
hundred  and  fifteen  bales  were  exported  from  Canton  and 
Hong-Kong  from  January  1  to  December  16,  1897. 

Galbanum. — Some  good^partly  blocky,  tears  are  held  for 
Is.  4rZ.  per  lb. 

Galls. — Some  500  bags  of  Turkey  and  Persian  were 
offered  and  bought  in.  Eleven  bags  Persian,  more  or  less 
country  damaged,  sold  at  from  35s.  to  51s.  per  cwt.  Also  a 
few  bags  of  damaged  Turkey  were  bought  at  40x.  to  46s.  per 
cwt. 

Gamboge  — No  sales  at  auction.  For  good  bright  partly 
caked  pipe  of  fair  fracture  from  Ql.  15s.  to  Ql.  15s.  per  cwt.  is 
risked. 

Gentian-root. — At  auction  21  bales  of  rather  poor,  dark, 
and  chumpy  quality  sold  at  20s.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  For  fair, 
partly  cut  root,  25s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Henbane. — We  hear  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  short  crop 
of  English  leaf  this  year,  the  young  plants  having  again  been 
much  damaged.    The  present  price  of  biennial  leaf  is  7s. 

Henna. — A  parcel  of  these  leaves  and  one  of  "  Yass  "  leaves 
sold  at  \d.  per  lb. 

Honey  was  in  large  supply  to-day,  193  packages  being 
offered,  but  little  was  sold.  Good  opaque  white  Jamaica 
found  ready  buyers  at  23s.  6d.  to  24s.  per  cwt.  Good  clean 
pale  crystallis°d  Honolulu  sold  at  25s.  per  cwt.  ;  ditto,  not 
quite  so  good,  22s.  Qd.  New  Zealand  was  taken  out.  Greek 
honey  was  taken  out  without  mention  of  price. 

Insect  Flowers. — A  steady  market.  Closed  flowers 
offer  at  120s.,  half-open  80s.,  and  open  at  60s.  per  cwt., 
all  c.i.f.  terms. 

Iodine  is  in  a  somewhat  critical  position,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  convention  is  again  threatened  by  a  South 
American  iodine  maker,  who  seems  determined  to  place  his 
product  on  the  open  market,  and  not  in  the  pool.  The  con- 
vention has  been  trying  to  stave  him  off,  and  so  far  has 
succeeded,  but  there  has  been  some  excitement  this  week 
about  the  matter  in  a  small  circle,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  convention  price  may  be  reduced  any  day.  No  one  who 
is  directly  interested  in  iodine  feels  certain  about  it,  and 
although  we  are  not  able  to  report  any  change  this  week,  we  ; 


would  not  be  surprised  if  one  happened  before  our  next 
issue.  Of  course  the  selling  clause  in  the  convention 
arrangement  fully  protects  large  buyers  for  immediate  con- 
sumption, and  knowing  this  the  members  of  the  convention 
of  makers  of  iodine  preparations  are  earnestly  warning  their 
customers  that  under  existing  circumstances  they  would 
incur  a  serious  risk  in  buying  the  outside  article,  whereas 
by  continuing  to  give  their  orders  to  them  they  will  be  pro- 
tected by  the  clause  which  remains  in  force  for  three  weeks 
after  delivery  has  been  taken.  There  has  been  some  talk  of 
a  circular  being  issued  to  this  effect,  and  the  German  makers 
have  done  so,  but  English  n  akers  are  undecided  on  the 
point.  From  another  reliable  and  entirely  independent 
source  we  hear  that  a  decision  in  the  matter  is  not  likely  to 
be  arrived  at  for  a  fortnight,  and  meanwhile  business  is  en- 
tirely at  a  standstill. 

Ipecacuanha  went  up  fiom  Qd.  io  Qd.  per  lb.  at  to-day's- 
sales,  and  one  broker  endeavoured  to  probe  lagging  buyers 
by  telling  them  that  they  would  have  to  pay  10s.  per  lb.  ere 
long.  As  it  is,  7s.  9d.  was  the  highest  price  paid  for  good' 
unpicked  Rio  root,  and  7s.  was  the  lowest  prioe  reached, — 
this  for  damaged  root.  A  parcel  of  picked  root  was  priced' 
at  9s..  bids  of  8s.  3d.  being  refused.  Good  bold  Cartagena  sole.' 
at  5s.  3d.  to  6s.  per  lb. 

Jalap. — Only  one  parcel  was  offered  to-day.  It  con- 
sisted of  eight  bales  good  Vera  Cruz,  and  was  held  for  Qd'. 
per  lb. 

Juniper-berries. — New  crop  are  offered  at  10s.  per  cwt. 
on  the  spot,  although  the  quotation  from  abroael  is  10s.  3e8 
c.i.f.  terms. 

KAMALA. — Dearer  at  auction.  A  parcel  of  5  cases  of 
ordinary  quality,  newly  imported  from  Bombay,  was  offered! 
and  sokl  well  at  from  IQhd.  to  Is.  0^d.  per  lb. 

Kino.— No  sales  of  East  India  were  effected,  15s.  per  lb; 
being  given  as  the  price.  Two  cases  of  slightly  blocky 
Australian  kino  were  taken  out  without  mention  of  price. 
For  fair  Zambesi  kino,  4s.  was  named  as  the  price. 

Kola. — Without  inquiry,  though  only  in  small  supply  at 
auction.  Eleven  bags  of  good  bright  were  held  for  Qd.  per 
lb.    Dull  split  nuts  sold  at  3^d.  to  4<7.  per  1  b. 

Liquorice-root. — Russian  decorticated  is  held  at  37s.  Qd 
per  cwt.  Thirty  bales  common  sold  at  auction  at  8s.  per 
cwt.  For  first-class  sea-damaged  from  6s.  to  6s.  9d.  per  cwt. 
was  paid. 

Manna. — Two  cases  of  very  poor  sticky  stuff  were  offered' 
at  Id.  per  lb.,  but  nobody  would  meet  the  broker  at  that. 

Mastich. — Seven  cases  good  grain  were  bought  in  to-day 
at  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  One  case  of  fine  picked  gum  realised' 
Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Menthol  was  represented  at  auction  by  21  cases,  but 
nothing  sold.  For  "Kobayashi"  brand  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  was. 
asked.  Privately,  there  is  a  small  business  at  7s.  3d.  4o- 
7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Morphia  Salts  are  quoted  at  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  Qd.  per  oz. 
according  to  quality  and  packing. 

Musk. — With  the  exception  of  a  tin  of  low- pile  pod  sold  atr 
a  guinea  an  ounce,  and  a  tin  of  grain  (M  in  diamond)  at  12s. 
(subject  to  confirmation),  no  business  was  done  in  the  sales 
to-day. 

Myrrh. — Of  83  packages  offered,  2  only  sold,  at  80s.  per  cwt 
for  nice  pale  gum,  partly  bold.  A  good  deal  of  the  offerings- 
were  of  low  quality,  ranging  from  25s.  to  45s.  The  market 
is  decidedly  dull. 

Oil,  Bay. — For  two  "cases  of  fair  pale  quality  8s.  Qd.  per 
lb.  is  wanted.    One  tin  was  bought  in  at  6s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — Of  ten  cases  good  bright  green  oiJ. 
offered  to-day,  five  sold  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cassia)  sold  cheaplyat  auction,  being  about  9/1.  per  lb' 
lower.  Twelve  cases  (58-per-cent.  cinnamic  aldehyde) 
offered  without  reserve  anel  sold  at  3?.'  Q  l.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb-.J 
another  of  56-per-cent.  realised  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  5d. ;  and  20- 
cases  of  76-per-cent.  4s.  lid.  per  lb.  The  market  abroad  is- 
also  reported  weaker,  and  without  demand. 

Oil  Castor. — Good  pale  Calcutta  first  is  held  for  Q§d- 
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per  lb. ;  fair  seconds  at  3JcZ. ;  of  19  casks,  part  very  dark 
and  unaltered,  five  sold  at  2\'l.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cedarwood). — Good  pale  bought  in  at  auction  at 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.  nominally. 

Oil  (Cinnamon). — Much  of  the  bark  oil  shown  this  week 
■was  obviously  leaf-oil,  but  no  sales  were  effected,  some  being 
taken  out  at|ls.  9d.  per  lb.  Forty  cases  of  "  cinnamon  leaf  " 
oil  were  catalogued  for  sale  to-day  without  reserve,  ex 
EawacM  Maru,  but  the  broker  announced  that  they  would 
be  sold  at  his  sale-room  one  day  next  week  together,  with 
some  other  parcels  of  cinnamon  oil. 

Oil  (Citronella). — The  most  important  lot  offered  at 
auction  was  one  of  50  cases  of  good  bright  quality,  which 
was  taken  out,  2d.  per  oz.  being  suggested  as  a  likely  price. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
January  15  that  the  first  reports  of  the  new  fishery  seem  to 
indicate  better  and  fatter  fish  than  last  year,  and  that  the 
new  season's  oil  is  likely  to  be  fine.  The  quotation  for  best 
Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  is  quite  nominal,  at  about  55s.  to 
60*.,  f.o.b.,  per  barrel.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  are 
'259  barrels,  against  175  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year. 

Oil    (Eucalyptus)  Two   parcels  from  the  Macedon 

Eucalyptus  Oil  Co.,  consisting  of  three  cases  fair  quality 
globulus  and  three  cases  odorata,  were  held  at  auction  to-day 
for  2s.  per  lb.  A  Portuguese  oil  has  lately  come  into  the 
market.  It  resembles  the  Algerian  and  Spanish  oils  from 
E.  Globulus,  but  is  paler,  and  fetches  Is.  9d.  to  2  s.  per  lb. 
The  latter  figure  was  named  to-day  as  the  price  for  a  lot. 

Oil  (Geranium).— One  pot  (237  lbs.  2  oz.)  Turkish 
palma  rosa  oil  of  good  bright  green  quality  was  offered 
to-day,  and  bought  in  at  the  nominal  figure  of  Qd.  per  oz. ; 
the  broker  would  "  take  less." 

Oil  (Gingergrass). — Nothing  was  sold  at  auction  to-day. 
For  two  copper  pots  of  good  quality  a  bid  of  4rZ.  par  oz.  was 
rejected,  4gc/.  being  the  limit.  Privately  business  has  been 
•done  in  this  so-called  "  Bombay  rose-oil "  at  4|c/.  per  oz. 

Oil  (Lemongeass). — We  comment  editorially  upon  the 
present  position  and  uses  of  this  oil,  and  indicate  that  the 
future  supply  will  meet  all  demands.  The  offerings  at 
■auction  to-day  justify  the  views  there  expressed,  but  the 
quality  of  some  of  the  parcels  left  something  to  be  desired. 
Nothing  was  sold  to-dav. 

Oil,  Limes. — Fair  West  Indian  distilled  oil  was  sold  at 
auction  at  3s.  4c/.  to  3s.  5c/.  per  lb. ;  and  a  fine  lot  at  4s.  5d. 
per  lb. 

Oil  Nutmeg.  —  Five  cases  of  essential  oil  of  good 
pale  quality  were  offered  and  bought  in,  2\d.  being  the  price 
limit. 

Oil  (Olive). — We  hear'from  Messina  that  prices  have  been 
maintained  there  during  the  past  few  weeks  owing  to  Italian 
consumption,  and  the  market  is  firm.  Messina  first  quality  is 
39/.  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b.,  and  Gallipoli  38/.  2s.  6d.  Spanish  oil  is 
quoted  in  London  at  32/. 

Oil  (Peppermint). — Ten  cases  of  HGH  oil  sold  at  auction 
at  5s.  5d.  per  lb.  Another  lot  of  10  cases  was  taken  out 
without  mention  of  price.  Privately  the  market  for  this 
brand  is  firmer  this  week,  business  having  been  done  at 
■5s.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Three  tins  of  Wayne  County  oil 
were  also  offered  at  auction,  but  were  bought  in  at  a  nominal 
figure.  Ten  cases  of  Japanese  oil,  "  guaranteed  to  contain 
•40  per  cent,  of  menthol,"  were  bought  in  at  5s.  3c/.  per  lb. 
nominally.  For  another  lot  of  5  cases,  not  quite  so  good,  5s. 
per  lb.  is  asked. 

Oil  Petitgrain.  —  One  case  of  32  small  drums  was 
offered  at  4s.  per  lb.,  but  nobody  bought. 

Oil  Star  Anise.  —  The  stock  in  Hong-Kong  is  esti- 
mated at  about  100  piculs.  The  London  market  is  quiet  and 
inclined  to  be  weaker  at  7s.  4§<Z.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot. 

Oil  Vetivert.  —  One  case  containing  16  bottles  of 
22  oz.  each  was  bought  in  at  3s.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  London  market  continues  to  b3  neglected, 
and  quotations  are  quite  nominal.  Finest  Persian  is  offered 
at  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  6d.;  ordinary  to  good  at  9s.  3d.  to  10s. 
per  lb. 


Orange-peel. — Several  lots  of  nice  Maltese  strip  peel 
were  offered,  but  buyers  were  shy.  The  price  obtained  for 
pale  was  Is.  per  lb.,  and  for  dark  overheated  3d.,  both 
prices  subject  to  approval  by  the  seller. 

Orris. — There  were  fair  supplies  of  all  kinds  in  auction, 
but  the  only  sales  were  of  low  Leghorn  at  24s.  per  cwt. 

Otto  op  Rose. — A  24  oz.  bottle  of  Persian  Otto  was 
catalogued,  but  as  the  broker  had  no  instructions  it  was 
taken  out.  The  otto  is  of  a  brownish  colour,  and  is  slightly 
empyreumatic  in  odour.  It  is  rare  in  the  London  market, 
this  being  the  first  time  it  has  been  put  up  for  public  sale, 
although  some  was  offered  privately  several  years  ago.  The 
present  lot  was  contained  in  a  German  patent  stoppered 
bottle  with  a  rough  plaited  straw  cover. 

Papain. — A  parcel  of  brown  flake  was  offered  without 
avail,  and  not  even  9s.  per  lb.  could  be  got  for  it. 

Patchouli  was  represented  at  auction  by  29  bales  of  poor, 
rather  damp  and  very  dark  leaves,  which  were  taken  out  at 
Qrd.  per  lb. 

Phenacetin  is  dull  of  sale  at  4s.  per  lb.  for  crystal  and 
powder.  The  price  would  be  shaded  for  exceptionally  large 
quantities. 

Potassium  Permanganate. — We  heard  from  the  north 
last  week  that  the  price  of  permanganate  was  tending  lower. 
The  position  in  London  is  rather  firmer  owing  to  extended 
use  of  the  salt  in  mining  processes.  The  official  quotation  is 
62s.,  but  that  can  be  shaded  for  very  large  quantities. 

Puree. — A  case  of  this  yellow  pigment  was  offered  for 
sale,  but  it  is  no  longer  a  druggist's  article,  and  it  was  passed 
by  in  wonderment. 

■  Quillaia. — Twenty  bales  of  crushed  bark  were  bought  in 
to-day  at  35/.  10s.  per  ton. 

Quince-seed. — Two  bags  of  ordinary  grey  quality  from 
the  Cape  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — "  Auerbach  "  brand  is  the  only  kind  offered  this 
week  by  the  makers  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz.,  but  we  hear  of  no 
business — in  fact,  the  market  is  lifeless. 

Ehatany. — Privately  business  has  been  done  in  Peruvian 
root  (the  only  kind  now  imported)  at  7|c/.  per  lb.  A  small 
supply  of  Savanilla  root,  of  old  import,  is  held  by  one 
house. 

Rhubarb. — In  large  supply  at  auction,  312  cases  being 
offered.  About  14  of  these  were  sold  at  firm  rates.  The 
following  prices  were  paid: — High-dried — round,  rough 
coat,  two-thirds  dark  and  grey  fracture,  one-third  pinky, 
Id.  per  lb.  ;  small,  rough,  hard,  from  8kd.  to  lOhd.  per  lb. 
Medium  to  good  flat  was  held  for  Is.  ljc/.  per  lb.  For  a 
few  cases  of  bold  flat  Canton  a  bid  of  Is.  4c/.  per  lb.  was 
refused,  Is.  6c/.  being  the  limit.  Druggists'  trimming-root 
is  held  for  Is.  6cZ.  to  Is.  8c/.  per  lb.  Shensi :  Nothing  was 
sold.  For  good  bold  round  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  asked  ;  fair  to 
fine  medium,  3s.  to  3s.  3d. ;  bold,  lean,  and  rough,  2s.  9d. ; 
and  good  pickings  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  The  highest  bid  that 
could  be  obtained  for  trimming-root  was  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Saffron. — At  auction  good  Valencia  was  bought  in  at 
30s.  per  oz.,  no  bid  being  elicited.  Privately  the  market  is 
t  teady. 

Sandalwood.  —About  4|  tons  of  good  fresh  logs  were 
held  for  18/.  per  ton  at  auction. 

Sarsaparilla  sold  well  at  auction  to-day.  Red  native 
Jamaica  realised  Is.  per  lb.,  Lima-Jamaica  Is.  Qd  to  Is.  Id., 
and  fair  grey  Jamaica  Is.  9c/.  per  lb.  The  market  has  been 
rather  bare  of  late,  and  the  fresh  arrivals,  though  of  good 
quality,  did  not  meet  demand  because  of  the  comparatively 
stiff  prices  asked. 

SCAMMONY-ROOT. — One  hundred  bags  of  good  clean  thin 
to  bold  root  were  held  at  auction  to-day  for  30s.  per  cwt. 

Senega. — Eighteen  bales  of  fair  quality  rather  chumpy, 
lying  at  a  private  warehouse,  were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per 
lb.    Business  has  been  done  privately  this  week  at  Is.  4c/. 

Senna. — Six  hundred  bales  Tinnevelly,  123  packages 
Akxandrian,  and  4  casks  Mecca  were  offered  to-day.  Of  the 
Tinnevelly  the  bulk  was  of  small  leaf,  with  a  small  sprinkling 
of  fair  colour:  these  sold  well  at  from  l|c/.  for 'small  ye'low,  to 
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2k  for  small  green  leaf ;  whilst  for  the  comparatively 
few  bales  of  bolder  green  leaf  there  was  active  competition, 
and  the  very  full  Iprices  of  2d.  to  2^d.  for  small  leaf  of 
medii  m  co'our,  2\d.  to  3d.  for  small  greeD,  and  4:,VZ.  for  new 
bold  of  gojd  colour,  were  paid.  The  bidding  was  animated 
throughout.  By  the  ss.  Ravenna,  just  in,  a  further  arrival  of 
259  bales  has  taken  place.  Of  the  Alexandrian  variety,  the 
great  bulk  was  bought  in,  as  is  usual.  A  few  bales  sold  at 
6d.  to  7d.  for  fair  green  leaf.  For  the  Mecca  no  bid  was 
made. 

Shellac. — At  the  auctions  on  Tuesday,  952  cases  offered, 
of  which  383  sold.  A  good  competition  prevails,  but  the 
higher  prices  asked  restricted  business.  Second  orange 
advanced  from  2s.  to  3s.  per  cwt.  on  last  rates,  standard  TN 
being  now  68s.  per  cwt.  Button  also  advanced  about  5s.  for 
the  lower  descriptions.  Higher  prices  were  also  paid  for 
garnet. 

SOY. — The  exports  from  Canton  and  Hong  Kong  to  the 
United  Kingdom  from  January  1  to  December  16  amounted 
to  2,405  casks  against  1,825  for  the  same  period  of  1896. 

Speemaceti. — For  one  case  of  rather  dark  "  spermaceti  " 
from  China,  a  "  sporting  "  bid  of  3d.  per  lb.  was  made.  This 
is  a  comparatively  rare  article  on  our  market,  and  the  in- 
spectors of  it  on  Wednesday  thought  it  had  a  stearin  loo  k 
about  it. 

Spices. —  Cummin-seed:  Fine  Malta  sold  at  28s.  6d.,  and 
ordinary  Mogador  at  23s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Fenugreek  sells 
steadily  at  \2s.  6d.  for  Moroccan,  and  at  lis.  to  lis.  3d.  for 
Syrian.  Dutch  caraways  firmer,  and  more  business  doing  at 
18.?.  6d.  to  19s.  per  cwt.  Linseed :  A  fair  trade  in  dull  bold 
at  40s.  per  qr.  Canary  in  only  moderate  demand  ;  we  have 
to  record  sales  of  Turkish  at  24s.  6d.  per  qr.,  Barbary  at 
25s.  6d.,  Mazagan  at  32s.,  and  Spanish  at  35s.  for  common 
and  at  44s.  for  line  bold. 

Squill. — Five  bags  of  good  pale  quality,  offered  "  without 
reserve,"  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Stavesacee-seeds. — For  8  bales  of  good  clean  quality 
35s.  per  lb.  is  nominally  asked. 

TAMAEINDS. — In  large  supply  at  auction.  Eighty-five 
barrels  of  fair  West  Indian  were  held  for  8s.  per  cwt.,  and 
68  casks  of  good  fresh  were  taken  out,  no  bids  being  made. 

Tonka-beans. — Dull  of  sale.  At  auction  to-day  21 
packages  were  offered,  but  all  bought  in  at  nominal  values. 
Good  black  Para  beans  are  held  for  Is.  per  lb. 

Vanilla. — At  the  auctions  on  Friday  the  large  supply  of 
1,153  tins  (mostly  Seychelles)  was  offered  and  mostly  sold 
at  full  to  Is.  dearer  rates  for  short  lengths.  Long  lengths 
were  a  shade  easier.  The  sale  lasted  about  five  hours,  and 
the  competition  was  keen  throughout.  The  following  prices 
were  paid : — Seychelles,  good  appearance,  7^  to  9  inches,  25s. 
to  26s.  6d.  ;  8  to  81  in.,  24s.  to  25s.  ;  7  to  8  in.,  20s.  to 
22s.  Qd. ;  6  to  6^  in.,  18s.  Qd.  to  21s.  6d. ;  5  to  6  in.,  19s.  6d. 
to  21s.  ;  3  to  4j  in.,  17s.  Qd.  to  19s.  6d ;  common  and  brown, 
9s.  to  18s.  6d.  per  lb.  Bourbon,  31  tins  sold  out  of  35 
offered :  6  to  7  in.,  fair  to  good  colour,  at  20s.  to  22s.  6d.  ; 
5  k  to  6  in.,  19s.  6^.  to  22s.  ;  common,  16s.  per  lb.  Mauritius  : 
7  "to  8  in.,  23s. ;  6§  to  7  in.,  21s.  6d.  to  22s. ;  5§  to  6  in.,  20s.  ; 
4  to  5J-  in.,  18s.  Qd.  to  20s. ;  brown  and  common,  12s.  to  17s. 
per  lb.  Tahiti  vanilla  was  all  bought  in.  The  offerings  at  the 
drug  sales  were  postponed  for  a  day,  and  will  beheld  in  Messrs. 
S.  Figgis  &  Co.'s  sale-room  at  2  p.m.  Friday,  January  21. 
One  broker  sold,  under  stormy  protest,  one  tin  of  various 
lengths  uncrystallised  at  9s.,  and  tried  another,  but  failed. 

Wangchi  is  the  name  of  a  drug  from  China.  One 
bidder  offered  Id.  per  lb.  for  a  can,  and  he  is  to  confer  with 
the  broker. 

Wax    (Bees')  Good  supplies  were  offered,  and  the 

following  prices  were  realised : — Australian  of  fair  colour, 
61.  5s.  to  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. ;  good  hard  Jamaica,  61.  15s.  to 
71.  5s. ;  Madagascar,  51.  15s.  to  61.  5s.  ;  Zanzibar.  4/.  17s.  6d. 
to  6/.  7s.  6d. ;  bleached  Calcutta  and  Mogodor  was  mostly 
bought  in. 

Wax  (Japan). — One  parcel  consisting  of  fifty  cases  good 
pale  squares  was  offered  to-day  and  bought  in  at  37s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 
Business  in  heavy  chemicals  has  now  resumed  its  normal 
condition,  and  a  fairly  good  and  steady  tone  is  apparent. 


The  business  passing  is  decidedly  heavier,  and  reports 
particularly  from  the  Tyne  and  the  Clyde,  are,  on  the  whole, 
favourable  and  encouraging.  In  the  Lancashire  district 
there  is  a  steady  and  increasing  inquiry  for  miscellaneous 
products  generally,  without,  however,  any  very  material 
changes  in  values.  Several  products  are  scarce,  whilst 
prices  are  well  maintained,  and  in  a  few  cases  advances  are 
noted.  Bleaohmg-poreder  has  a  firmer  tone.  Ammonia 
alkali  is  steady.  Soda  ash  and  Caustic  soda  are  firm  at 
unchanged  rates;  for  good  orders  of  the  latter,  forward 
delivery,  rather  lower  figures  would  no  doubt  be  accepted. 
White  alkali,  52  per  cent.,  51.  10s.;  50  per  cent.,  5/.  5s.; 
48  per  cent.,  51.  Alumina  ferric  moving  steadily,  at  un- 
changed rates.  Boracic  acid  quiet :  refined,  24s.  to  25s. ; 
crude,  14s.  Borax  weak :  English  refined  crystals,  14s.  ; 
powdered,  14s.  6d.  Barium  sulphide  meets  with  better 
inquiry— 4Z.  15s.  f.o.r.  makers'  works.  Carbolic  acids  selling- 
freely,  and  prices  firm.  A  further  sharp  advance  in 
Sulphate  of  copper  is  to  be  recorded,  and  it  now  stands 
at  161. ;  Anchor,  171.  ;  Liverpool,  171.  5s.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  is  also  higher.  Beckton,  10/. ;  Beckton,  terms 
prompt,  9/.  17s.  6d. ;  Hull,  London  and  Leith,  9/.  17s.  6d. 
Shipments  from  Leith  last  week  were  fairly  good,  amounting 
in  all  to  572  tons.  Hydrate  of  alumina  steady  at  121.  10s. 
to  131.,  according  to  quantity.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  is 
scarce,  and  quoted  3^.  per  lb.  Sal  ammoniac,  first  and 
second  white,  33s.  and  31s.  respectively.  Green  copperas 
continues  firm  and  active.  Brown  acetate  of  lime  very 
scarce,  and  prices  are  higher.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  lower, 
having  declined  to  5\d.  per  lb.  Saltpetre: — German  casks- 
IBs.  9«!.,  kegs  19s.  6d.,  and  British  19s.  6d.  and  20s.  6d. 
respectively.  Epsom  salts  21.  15s.  to  3/.  Pearl  hardening 
moving  well  at  31.  to  3/.  2s.  6d.,  free  on  rails.  Benzols  have 
a  rather  steadier  tone,  but  there  is  no  alteration  in  prices. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  January  19,  reports 
that  the  market  for  Castor  oil  is  very  strong,  and  holders  on 
spot  and  of  parcels  to  arrive  are  firm.  Good  seconds  Calcutta 
are  held  for  3f^d.,  and  first-pressure  French  at  the  same 
figure.  Madras  good  seconds  and  second-pressure  French 
are  wanting.  Kola  nuts  are  offering  freely,  and  a  bid  of  2d, 
was  refused  at  auction  for  a  large  line,  but  a  little  above  the 
price  named  would  lead  to  business.  Sierra  Leone  Chillies- 
axe  held  firmly  at  40s.  cwt.  for  fine  bright :  the  supply  is  very 
limited.  Honeys  maintain  a  strong  position,  90  barrels  of 
Pile  III.  Chilian  finding  buyers  at  23s.  9d.  cwt.,  and  the  other 
grades  are  held  at  proportionate  figures.  Qidllaia  hark  has- 
recovered  from  the  unsteady  feeling  lately  exhibited,  and 
holders  of  spot  parcels  are  asking  18/.  to  19/.  per  ton  for 
good  sound  bark.  Grains  of  paradise  are  beginning  to 
arrive,  and  the  late  quotation  of  30s.  to  32s.  cwt.  is  nominal. 
More  transactions  have  taken  place  in  Beeswax,  and  a  large- 
sale  is  reported  for  export — the  advance  established  is  quite 
2s.  6d.  to  5s.  cwt.  Good  yellow  Chilian  and  Peruvian  has  sold' 
at  from  6/.  15s.  to  71.  per  cwt.,  and  grey  and  yellow  6/.  12s.  6d. 
cwt.  Sulphate  of  copjier  is  very  firm  at  16/.  15s.  to  17/. 
per  ton,  with  a  strong  upward  tendency.  Gum  Arabic  sorts 
are  still  scarce,  and  are  held  at  advanced  prices  for  the 
small  stocks  available.  The  principal  business  has  been  in 
Brazilian  at  rather  better  prices.  Further  transactions  have 
taken  place  in  Irish  moss,  and  common  have  advanced  to  12/. 
per  ton.  The  stocks  are  limited.  Fenugreek  seeds  have  been 
selling  at  9/.  for  Syrian,  and  now  more  money  is  wanted  by 
holders.  Linseed  of  all  grades  is  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  qr.  dearer. 
For  a  parcel  of  Scammony  root  at  auction  27s.  was  asked, 
but  no  bids  were  made.  An  arrival  of  about  25  bags. 
Gentian  offered  at  auction  was  withdrawn  at  22s.  6d.  cwt. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  January  7  that  only 
a  small  business  has  been  done  duriDg  the  week — viz., 
6  cases  (5  for  speculation)  choice  Karahissar  at  the  parity  of 
8s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna.  The  arrivals  to  date  are 
3,186  cases,  against  2,067  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last 
year.  The  news  from  the  interior  is  more  satisfactory, 
milder  weather  having  set  in.  The  situation,  however,  is 
without  change,  and  holders  show  no  disposition  to  make 
concessions.     The  following  table  shows  the  sales  during 
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the  twelve  months,  and  the  range  of  prices  from  January  1, 
1897:— 


February  444 


March 

April 

May 

•  June 

.July 

August 


629 
199 
94 
21 
53 
99 


September  181 


October 


191 


November  230 
T)ecember  85 


Per  lb. 

s. 

d. 

■9. 

(I. 

Q 
O 

4 

to  9 

1 

Q 
O 

o 
c 

to  o 

Q 
O 

7 

6 

to  8 

A 

T 

7 

11 

to  8 

8 

7 

7 

to  9 

0 

7 

7 

6 

9 

to  8 

1 

6 

9 

to  8 

1 

6 

10 

to  8 

1 

7 

1 

to  8 

1 

7 

0 

to  8 

3 

7 

6 

to  8 

1 

£)m(cr})ments  in  ffjc  Ctncbona-marhct, 

W"VN  January  8  we  published  a  statement  from  an  Amsterdam 
\J  correspondent,  that  an  understanding  had  been  come  to 
'by  cinchona-importers  in  that  city  to  regulate  the  offerings 
-of  cinchona  at  the  auctions.  An  official  account  of  the 
proceedings  at  the  two  meetings  of  cinchona-dealers  (held 
on  December  21  and  27)  at  which  this  resolution  was 
adopted  has  been  published  since  then  in  the  form  of  a 
twelve-page  leaflet,  of  which  the  contents  may  be  summed 
up  in  a  few  words,  the  gist  having  been  given  already 
in  the  aforesaid  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

*  *         *  * 

The  meeting  on  December  21  was  comparatively  resultless. 
TThefle  was  a  general  feeling  among  the  twenty  gentlemen 
(present  that  the  cinchona-market  was  under  the  absolute 
•control  of  the  convention  of  quinine-makers,  and  that  a 
•counter-association  of  the  planting  interest,  however  desi- 
vable,  would  be  very  difficult  to  bring  about.  It  was  alleged 
*that  the  quinine-makers,  before  every  auction,  agreed  upon 
-•a  certain  plan  of  action  with  regard  to  the  prices  to  be  paid. 
This  plan  they  kept  strictly  secret,  not  even  communicating 
-it  totheir  own  agents,  who  actually  did  not  know  while  the 
^auc'  ions  were  in  progress  what  prices  had  been  decided  upon. 

*  *  *  * 

It  seemed  to  be  generally  agreed  that  the  formation  of 
'this  ring  was  the  fault  of  the  disorganised  condition  of  the 
cinchona-planters  themselves.  The  quinine-makers  were  not 
■/per  se  enemies  of  the  planters— one  of  them,  in  fict,  had 
publicly  stated  that  the  manufacturers  much  preferred  a 
steady  bark-market,  that  they  would  look  with  favour  upon  an 
•understanding  among  the  planters— but  they  had  been 
driven  to  adopt  their  present  policy  because  the  planters  per- 
~i4ed  in  cutting  each  other's  throats  and  in  throwing  much 
■more  bark  upon  the  market  than  needful.  But,  whatever 
the  mistakes  of  the  past,  the  situation  could  still  be  saved  if 
the  planters  would  give  the  Amsterdam  firms  to  whom  they 
consigned  their  bark  reasonable  freedom  of  action  in  limiting 
the  quantity  to  be  offered  and  the  sale-price.  By  doing  so  the 
evil  of  excessive  shipments  would  of  itself  be  cured,  since  no 
(planter  would  ship  bark  if  he  judged  that  it  would  be  kept 
indefinitely  in  warehouse  at  Amsterdam  "eating  its  own 
head  off." 

*  *  *  * 

But  would  the  planters  consent  to  take  this  indispensable 
first  steps  of  trusting  their  consignees  ?  The  time  could  not 
he  more  favourable.  Two  quinine-factories  in  Java  were 
all  ready  the  quinine  ring  in  the  rear,  and  there  was 
practicall?  no  bark-stock  under  outside  control  for  the  ring 
to  play  off  against  a  planters'  combination.  An  outline  plan 
-for  joint  action  on  the  part  of  the  pla iters  was  proposed, 
amounting  in  substance  to  this  : — 

1.  A  committee  of  five,  representing  consignees  and 
]  lanters,  to  be  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  the  operations. 

2.  No  cinchona  to  be  offerel  except  at  auction. 

3.  The  quantity  to  be  so  offered  to  be  limited  to  the 
•requirements  as  estimated  by  the  committee,  if  necessary, 
•after  consultation  with  the  importers,  and  to  be  taken  pro- 
portionately from  the  supplies  declared  available  for  sale  by 
■the  importers  twenty-five  days  before  the  auction  day;  no  lot 
to  be  split. 

4  If  necessary,  a  minimum  limit  to  be  fixed  before  each 
auction  by  the  committee,  in  consultation  with  the  importers. 

Having  formulated  this  scheme  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
tMnk  over  the  p  oblem. 


At  the  second  gathering,  on  December  27,  twenty-one 
gentlemen  foregathered.  Among  them  was  Mr.  G.  Mundt, 
Director  of  the  Cinchona  Company,  Melati,  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  influence  in  planting  circles  in  Java.  Mr.  Mundt 
made  the  speech  of  the  evening.  He  declared  that  the  Java 
planters  were  only  too  anxious  to  combine,  but  were  of 
opinion  that  such  efforts  were  thwarted  by  the  consignees 
and  brokers  in  Holland.  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Java 
planters,  he  gave  a  general  adhesion  to  the  suggested  scheme 
for  combination.  The  scheme  was  then  formally  adopted, 
with  the  proviso  that  it  should  be  applied  at  the  January, 
February,  and  March  auctions  by  way  of  experiment 
The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  executive 
committee : — 

J.  A.  C.  van  Leenwen,  F.  L.  S.  van  Heekereu,  W.  J.  P. 
van  den  Bosch,  G.  Mundt,  and  Patrice  Cramer. 

The  committee,  in  issuing  the  report  of  the  proceedings 
mentioned  above,  appeal  for  the  assistance  of  all  interested 
in  the  cinchona-trade  of  Java.  Mr.  Mundt  will  shortly 
return  to  that  island,  and  endeavour  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  new  cinchona  combination  there. 

*  *  *  * 

In  connection  with  the  above  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
Mr.  Massnik,  one  of  the  two  Java  quinine-makers,  has  written 
a  letter  to  a  local  paper  in  which  he  states  that  the  modus 
operandi  of  the  European  quinine-ring,  consisting  of  four 
German  makers  and  the  firm  of  Howards  &  Sons,  is  as 
follows : — The  members  of  the  ring  have  placed  the  control 
of  their  sales  of  quinine  in  the  hands  of  the  Gold-  und 
Silber-Scheide  Anstalt  of  Frankfort-on-Maine,  or  rather  of 
Mr.  Andreas,  the  director  of  that  powerful  chemical-factory. 
Mr.  Andreas  fixes  the  quantity  of  quinine  which  each  factory 
may  sell,  and  its  selling-price.  He  signs  all  the  quinine 
invoices  of  the  five  makers,  and  he  determines  in  what 
markets  each  shall  sell.  The  five  makers  may  buy  bark  and 
at  any  price  they  like,  but  they  always  must  buy  back  as 
much  quinine  in  the  bark  as  they  have  sold  of  the  manu- 
factured article.  They  may  buy  more  if  they  choose,  but  not 
less.  It  is  not  certain  whether  these  conditions  relating  to 
bark-purchases  are  still  in  force. 

*  *  *  # 

We  must  leave  the  responsibility  for  these  statements  to 
the  wiiter  of  the  letter.  It  is  asserted  that  the  European 
quinine-ring  have  decided  1o  carry  on  war  against  the  Java 
quinine-makers  in  Java  itself  by  establishing  in  that  island 
a  quinine-factory  at  Pengalengan,  which  will  sell  quinine  in 
Java  at  prices  with  which  the  two  existing  factories  cannot 
compete — if  necessary  at  a  loss — at  the  same  time  paying 
higher  bark-prices  to  the  planters  than  the  two  existing 
works  can  do,  and  thus  lure  the  last-named  away  from  the 
other  Java  quinine-makers.  Mr.  Massink  therefore  urges 
the  formation  of  yet  a  third  "  ring,"  which  should  have  its 
headquarters  in  Java  itself  and  control  the  supply  of  all  her 
bark. 

*  *  *  * 

We  also  understand  that  the  Bandoeng  (Java)  quinine- 
works  have  made  a  contract  to  supply  a  fairly  large  parcel 
of  quinine  direct  to  Australia  at  the  price  of  Is.  O^d.  per  oz. 
"  c.i.f  "  terms.  It  is  stated  that  the  world's  total  output  of 
quinine  in  the  bark  amounts  to  300,000  kilos.,  of  which  Java 
alone  produces  250,000  kilos.,  four-lifths  thereof  being  yielded 
by  one  province  of  Western  Java  alone.  The  planters  in  that 
province  propose  to  form  an  association  for  the  protection  of 
their  industry,  and  to  issue  a  periodical  to  the  members 
giving  the  fullest  possible  information  on  the  subject. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  H.  A.  van  Overzee,  of  Amsterdam,  sends  us  his  annual 
review  of  the  Amsterdam  cinchona-market  for  1897.  He 
considers  that,  while  the  power  of  the  combined  German 
manufacturers  has  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  an  advance 
in  the  bark-price,  owing  to  the  increased  consumption  of 
quinine,  yet  their  strength  is  by  no  means  broken.  The 
existirg  supply  of  cinchona  is  not  excessive,  but  if  the  Java 
planters  harvest  ard  ship  recklessly  this  year  the  advantage 
in  price  gained  in  1897  will  be  lost  soon.  The  results  of  the 
tu  nine-manufacture  in  Java  have  been  but  slight  up  to  the 
present.  He  considers  that  the  Java  planters  alone  have  it 
in  their  powe:  to  regulate  the  price  of  quinine  in  the  future, 
providfd  they  can  make  a  working-arrangement  aniorg 
themselves. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 

but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 

paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de -plume, 

Notice  to  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
Correspon-  „  , 

dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


A  Veteran's  Comments. 

Sie, — From  my  signature  you  will  judge  that  I  am  one  of 
the  fast  disappearing  members  of  the  old  order,  now  so 
rapidly  changing,  who  exulted  in  the  arrival  of  the  C.  $  B. 
in  1859,  with  its  new  candidate  for  Webster  in  the  word 
"  Pharmacist ;  "  and  although  no  longer  able  to  take  part  in 
the  fray,  I  still  feel  an  interest  in  the  combatants,  and 
-whenever  I  take  my  walks  abroad  I  cast  an  occasional 
glance  at  my  ex-compatriots. 

First,  I  see  that  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  your  title 
has  given  place  to  an  alphabetical  gentleman  with  no  end  of 
joints  to  his  tale,  after  the  style  of  Dr.  Pangloss  His  up-to- 
date  "  establishment " (notice,  not  "shop")  forcibly  in  its  plate- 
gla-s  windows  impresses  upon  the  spectator  the  fact  that 
having  a  "  Frog  in  your  throat  "  is  not  to  be  construed  into 
being  a  "  Dog  in  the  manger,"  as  they  might  surmise,  or  that 
the  elegant  (lorally-adorned  tablets  of  oleo-palmitic-margar- 
ate  of  sodium,  which  are  so  prominently  brought  to  his 
notice,  have  any  connection  with  the  Portsmouth  young- 
lady's  query  to  "  Peter  Simple,"  "  How  are  you  off  for  soap  1 " 
One  thing  1  notice — that  as  "  cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness," 
many  of  the  proprietors  of  these  pretty  displays  are  known 
to  be  "  Chadbands  "  of  varied  types,  so  their  zeal  for  the 
terewth  is  beyond  question.  On  the  other  side  of  the  street 
I  twigged  in  the  window  of  a  drug-store  a  mannikin  moving 
his  head  incessantly  from  side  to  side,  with  eyes  whose 
glancs  upon  the  spectator  remind  one  of  an  auctioneer 
looking  sharply  after  a  prospective  bid,  the  while  he  was 
supposed  to  be  expatiating  upon  the  virtues  of  somebody's 
back-ache  powders.  Well,  Sir,  I  suppose  that  at  the  close  of 
the  next  decade  I  shall  find  the  specimen  of  the  last  English 
Chemist  and  Druggist  at  Madame  Tussaud's  by  the  side  of 
the  last  English  sailor,  both  being  obsolete. 

Shade  of  Theophilus  Redwood  !  Where  are  we  coming  to  1 
Yours  very  truly, 

Shrimpville,  January  12.         Thomas  Gboffin.  (63/56.) 

Examination  in  California. 

A  correspondent  has  sent  us  a  set  of  the  questions  given 
at  the  October  Licentiate-in-Pharmacy  examination  of  the 
California  Board  of  Pharmacy.  We  make  a  few  extracts 
therefrom  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  with  the  questions 
given  in  the  English  "  Minor  "  : — 

~~"  1  Chemistry. 

Why  should  great  care  be  taken  in  handling  potassium 
•chlorate  ?    Name  some  cases  in  which  it  is  dangerous. 

What  takes  place  when  anhydrous  sulphate  of  copper  is  placed 
in  alcohol  containing  a  little  water  ? 

When  "zinc  is  warmed  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  what  is  the 
reaction  ? 

Finish  the  following  : — 2KI  +  2CuS04  +  2FeS04  = 
How  may  gold  and  silver  be  dissolved  ? 

Toxicology. 

How  would  you  treat  carbolic-acid  poisoning?  (a)  In  strong 
solution,    (b)  In  dilute  solution. 

Why  should  strychnine  not  be  prescribed  in  an  alkaline 
solution  ? 

Materia  Medica. 

State  general  appearance  and  medical  properties  of  the  following 
drugs  : — Sulphide  of  calcium,  piperine  thymol,  santonine,  ferro- 
■cyanide  of  iron. 

How  is  iodate  detected  in  iodide  of  potassium  ? 

Give  the  medical  properties  and  uses  of  ipecacuanha. 


Pharmacy. 

Define  filtration,  percolation,  maceration,  dialysis,  and  eolation. 
Why   should  a  metallic  spatula  be  used   in  making  iodine 
ointment  ? 

Give  the  official  name  and  formula  of  diachylon  ointment. 
What  is  the  difference  between  liquor  ferri  tersulphatis  and 
liquor  ferri  subsulphatis  ? 

Dispensing. 

Potassii  acetatis      ...       ...       ...    gr.  v. 

Sacch.  lactis  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  xj. 

M.    Ft.  pulvis. 

Sig. :  One  every  three  hours  in  milk.    Mitte  iij. 

Liquor  plumbi  subacet   3-75 

Axungise       ...       ...       ...       ...  26'25 

M. 

Nocte  maneque  applic. 

Ext.  belladonna? 

Pulv.  opii    aa  0123 

M.  et  adde— 

Olei  theobromaj    q.s. 

To  make  six  rectal  suppositories. 

A  Counting-machine. 

Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  Sheel's  letter  in  this  week's  issue 
of  the  C.  4'  D-  an<!  your  comment  thereon,  may  we  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  that  in  referring  to  our  improved  tablet- 
counter  as  "  the  new  handy  pill-counter,"  we  consider  that 
it  is  scarcely  descriptive  of  its  special  advantage  over  other 
counters.  This  apparatus,  although  answering  admirably 
for  pills,  was  specially  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
those  who  wished  to  put  up  articles  that  are  not  perfectly 
spherical  in  form,  such  as  tablets,  perles,  lozenges,  &c,  and 
we  have  therefore  named  it  "  The  Leicester  Tablet-counter." 

We  claim  to  have  made  a  distinct  advance  on  anything 
previously  offered  for  this  purpose  or  for  pill-counting,  and, 
judging  from  its  reception  among  chemists  generally,  are 
quite  satisfied  that  the  idea  is  fully  appreciated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G I  LB  BET  W.  NlBLETT. 

Leicester,  January  17.  For  Death  &  Harris. 

Sans-Sucre. 

Sib, — We  note  in  your  publication  of  January  15  that  in 
a  notice  upon  Vibrona  Champagne,  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &.  Co.,  you  mention  the  designation  of 
"  Sans-Sucre."  We  assume  that  this  was  inserted  by  you 
not  knowing  that  the  designation  of  "  Sans-Sucre  "  in  con- 
nection with  fermentable  wines,  sparkling  or  otherwise,  was 
registered  in  England  in  1883,  besides  being  registered  in  our 
name  as  our  trade-mark  in  France. 

We  should,  therefore,  feel  obliged  if  in  future  you  would, 
to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  or  irritation,  see  that  our 
trade-mark  "Sans-Sucre"  is  not  used,  except  in  connection 
with  our  Laurent-Perrier  champagne. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 

We  are,  yours  truly, 

38  Leadenhall  Street,  Heetz  &  Collingwood. 

London,  January  17. 

The  Stamp-duty  on  Medicines  in  Ireland. 

SlE, — Irish  dealers  in  patent  medicines  have,  I  trust, 
noticed  that  certain  makers  will  not  condescend  to  explain 
how  it  is  that  they  charge  the  same  price  for  their  goods 
unstamped  as  stamped.  The  single  exception  is  Mr.  Garrett, 
but  that  gentleman  was  obviously  aware  that  his  excuse  was 
lamentably  lame  and  untenable. 

We  have  the  remedy  in  our  own  hands.  It  is  simply  to 
refuse  to  take  the  goods  mentioned  if  we  are  charged  the 
price  of  stamped  articles.  Thus  we  shall  be  able  to  give  the 
public  what  they  pay  for,  we  shall  make  an  effective  protest 
against  a  practice  which  seems  to  assume  that,  being  Irish. 
we  must  be  imbeciles,  and  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  for  every  dozen  of  Us.  6d.  articles  which  we 
insist  on  having  stamped  we  shall  mulct  the  proprietors  in 
6s.  Moreover,  the  public  will  always  give  the  preference  to 
an  article  bearing  the  Government  stamp. 

"He  who  submits  to  an  injustice,"  says  Edmund  Burke, 
"  is  an  enemy  to  his  kind  " ;  and  the  chemist  who  submits  to 
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the  injustice  of  paying  for  unstamped  goods  the  cost  of 
stamped  is  an  enemy  to  his  craft. 

I  had  occasion  to  order  goods  from  one  of  the  makers 
referred  to  in  my  previous  note,  and  wrote  insisting  on  having 
them  stamped.  The  goods  were  delivered  as  I  required  at 
the  identical  price  I  had  hitherto  paid  for  them  unstamped. 

If  all  retailers  will  do  the  same,  we  shall  soon  bring  the 
makers  to  their  senses.  Yours  truly, 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  J.  C.  McWalteb. 

January  17. 

[To  prevent  a  possible  misapprehension  which  may  be 
costly,  we  add  to  the  above  the  remark  that  any  maker  of 
medicines  liable  to  stamp-duty  in  Great  Britain  who  sells 
them  from  this  side  to  any  Irish  customer  unstamped  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  101.  on  each  packet.  The  manufac- 
turer here  can,  if  he  likes,  establish  a  depot  or  an  agency  in 
Ireland,  and  can  consign  his  goods  to  his  agent  unstamped, 
and  in  Ireland  he  may  sell  them  unstamped. — Ed.  C.$,I).~] 

The  "  First  "  Examination-papers. 

Sib, — May  I  be  permitted  to  point  out  that  "  A  Head- 
master "  is  in  error  in  stating  that  the  answer  to  Question  4 
in  the  arithmetic  paper  will  have  a  circulating  decimal  in  it  1 
The  result  will  be  found  to  be  41  4. 

This  is,  of  course,  a  trifling  oversight,  but  still  there 
is  the  possibility  that  some  budding  pill-roller,  working 
at  these  papers  with  the  intention  of  presenting  him- 
self soon,  may  get  the  correct  answer  and  yet  go  on 
ad  Ttalendas  grcecas  trying  to  find  out  where  his  error 
has  been,  under  the  impression  that  "  A  Headmaster " 
must  be  right,  thereby  wasting  valuable  time.  I  can  also 
imagine  the  awful  sinking  of  heart  among  those  candidates 
who  have  been  "  up"  this  month,  and  are  now,  so  to  speak, 
"awaiting  the  return  of  the  jury,"  when  "A  Headmaster"  so 
prematurely  pronounces  them  "  Guilty  "  on  Count  4  of  the 
arithmetical  indictment— those  of  them,  at  least,  who  got 
41  4  as  their  result,  and  were  congratulating  themselves  that 
a,  cul-de-sac  at  the  end  of  three  figures  was  a  hopeful  sign. 
Their  faith  in  all  their  results  must  be  shaken.  However,  the 
idea  of  these  "  comments  "  is  a  good  and  helpful  one,  and  I 
hope  they  will  be  continued. 

Yours  faithfully, 

January  17.  Dunalba.  (66/23). 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medioine-slamp  Duty." 


52/74.  Light  asks  whether  he  can  use  some  cheap  mantles 
which  have  been  offered  him  on  Welsbach  burners.  We 
understand  that  there  is  only  one  available  mantle  (the 
Sunlight)  which  does  not  infringe  the  Welsbach  patent. 
Those  hawked  about  the  country  are  almost  all  infringements  i 
and  as  the  Welsbach  people  are  insisting  very  vigorously  on 
their  lights,  and  watching  closely  for  infringements  of  them 
we  should  think  it  would  be  false  economy  to  take  any  risk. 

56/10.  A.  G. — For  information  respecting  the  registration 
of  a  fancy  title  for  a  toilet-speciality  consult  the  DlABY,  1898, 
page  214. 

61/6.  NepJiritine. — We  do  not  think  you  render  a  medicine 
liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty  by  including  it  in  a  list  headed 
"  Nephritine's  list  of  medicines  for  home  use."  The  words 
"list  of"  seem  to  us  to  save  you.  But  you  must  not  regard 
our  opinion  as  authoritative. 

64/61.  W.  J. — The  new  regulations  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Preliminary  examination  do  not  come  into  force  until  1900,  so 
that  you  have  ample  time  to  lodge  your  Cambridge  local  cer- 
tificate, which  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  examination  if  you 
passed  in  English,  arithmetic,  and  Latin  at  one  time. 

61/20.  Income-Tax. — (1)  You  are  liable  to  pay  upon  the 
difference  between  the  ground-rent  and  the  poor-law  valua- 
tion, unless  you  prove  that  your  income  from  all  sources 
does  not  exceed  160'.  per  annum.    (2)  You  must  make  the 


best  return  you  can  of  your  business  profits  in  the  absence 
of  proper  accounts.  Full  instructions  as  to  how  to  make 
this  return,  and  of  the  deductions  that  can  be  made  from 
profits,  were  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
DlABY,  1896.  You  cannot  charge  the  wages  of  your  seivant 
or  of  a  man  employed  in  the  garden. 

59/36.  Pavlus. — We  do  not  know  all  the  Farinas  in  Cologne, 
but  if  you  are  proposing  to  use  the  label  you  send  us  for 
an  eau  de  Cologne  of  your  own  manufacture,  it  is  certain 
that  any  of  the  genuine  Farinas,  whose  label  you  thus  imitate, 
would  have  a  good  cause  of  action  against  you,  and,  more- 
over, the  use  of  such  a  label  would  render  you  liable  to  a 
prosecution  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  for  the  offenco 
of  using  a  "  false  trade  description." 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 

therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

Querists'  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 

be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 

Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


61/57.  Pfienacetin. — The  purchaser  of  a  business  generally 
arranges  to  collect  the  debts  owing  for  a  commission  of  from 
5  to  10  per  cent.,  according  to  the  size  of  the  accounts. 

62/13.  St.  Paul. — We  do  not  give  formulas  in  imitation 
of  proprietary  articles. 

60/12.  J.  W.  M. — There  are  several  brown  hair-dyes  \n 
the  last  volume.    See  pages  314,  439,  and  938. 

64/62.  Vet. — Your  powder  for  Drying  Cows  is  compceed 
of  alum  and  powdered  ginger  in  about  equal  proportions. 

57/36.  Grateful. — (1)  Indian  Brandy  like  your 
sample : — 

Spt.  eether.  nit.        ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Tr.  rliei  co  Jiv. 

Syrupi   3j. 

(2)  The  cerate  sent  is  a  spermaceti  ointment  rather  softer 
than  the  B.P.  preparation. 

46/56.  Nunquam. — We  cannot  identify  the  spray  solu- 
tion for  asthma.    Acetone  is,  however,  one  ingredient. 

42/55.  Buersel. — Your  sample  has  got  mislaiel ;  can  you 
supply  another  1 

62/33.  Stati/n.-  Erasmus  Wilson's  Hair-wash.— A 
formula  for  this  was  given  as  recently  as  November  2}, 
1897,  page  811.    Will  you  please  refer  2 

60/16.  Young  C.  B.—(l)  Modify  the  teething-powders 
as  follows : — 

Hydrarg.  subchlor.  ...       ...       ...  §]. 

Pulv.  ipecac  5ss. 

Pulv.  sacch.  alb  Siij.  Sviiss, 

Five-grain  powders.  One  to  six  months,  half  a  powder  ;  six  to 
twelve  months,  one  powder. 

(2)  The  "  Fever-powders  "  with  potass,  nit.  should  answer 
the  purpose  well. 

68/6.  A.  E.— Fehling's  Solution.— (1)  The  Coppjr 
solution : — 

Copper  sulphate    505  gr, 

Distilled  water  to    ...       ...       ...     16  oz. 

Dissolve. 
(2)  The  Alkaline  solution: — 

Potassium  and  sodium  tartrate    ...  2,520  gr 

Caustic  soda   960  gr 

Distilled  water  to    16  oz. 

For  use  mix  exactly  equal  volumes  of  each  by  pouring  the 

copper  solution  into  the  alkaline  solution.   Gives  a  red  precipitate 

on  boiling  with  urine  containing  sugar. 

68/42.  North-western. — Digestive  Syrup. — See  C.  $  D„ 
August  26,  1896,  page  330. 
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36/16.  Climax. — Your  sample  of  Perfume  ;for  Hair-oil 
is  like  the  following  : — 

01.  limonis    ...  3ij. 

01.  caryoph   %]. 

01.  cassise     ...    5j. 

01.  origani      Jss. 

01.  lavand   §ss. 

01.  citronelloe   Jss. 


01.  rosmarini 


M. 


oss. 


63/16  E.  J. — Varnish  for  Straw  Hats.— See  0.  %  B., 
August  28,  1897,  page  391. 

60/70.  B.  B. — A  saturated  solution  of  shellac  in  spirit  is 
the  best  for  sticking  Glass  Letters  to  "Windows. 

60/50.  E.  W.  M. — For  Soldering  Aluminium  an  alloy  of 
aluminium  (20)  and  zinc  (80)  is  used,  and  a  flux  consisting 
of  copaiba  balsam  (3),  Venice  turpentine  (1),  and  a  few 
drops  of  lemon-juice. 

60/24.  Depilatory. — Arsenical  depilatories  are  dangerous. 
The  safest  is  the  barium-sulphide  one  given  on  page  854, 
C.  $  B.,  November  27,  1897. 

60/21.  W.  H.  F— Salomon's  "  Accumulators,"  5s.  (Whit- 
taker  &  Co.),  is  what  you  require  to  instruct  you  in  making 
accumulators. 

58/56.  Lvx. — Your  sample  of  Polishing-paste  is  com- 
posed of  a  natural  earth,  such  as  kieselguhr,  made  into  a 
paste  with  soft  paraffin,  and  scented  with  oil  of  citronella. 

51/51.  Pyro. — (1)  A  folding  Kodak  Jis  what  you  want  for 
carrying  on  your  cycle.  (2)  Films  are  lighter  to  carry  and 
no  more  trouble  when  you  get  used  to  them.  (3)  Your  gum- 
bichromate  prints  are  prepared  with  an  insufficiency  of  gum. 
The  proportion  is  given  on  page  875,  C.  $  B.,  December  4, 
1897.  (4)  Colours  for  tinting  photographs  can  be  had  from 
Houghton's. 

48/19.  J.  B.  R. — Analysis  does  not  guide  us  much  in 
drawing  up  a  formula  for  your  Distemper-paste  for  dogs. 
We  can  only  say  it  contains  rhubarb,  liquorice,  and  peroxide 
of  iron,  and  is  massed  with  glycerine. 

56/61.  W.  H.  C. — It  is  no  use  sending  anonymous  post- 
cards if  you  expect  your  queries  replied  to. 

191/16.  Thorax. — For  your  customer's  loss  of  smell  we 
should  think  15-drop  doses  of  tr.  ferri  and  3-minim  doses  of 
liq.  arsenicalis  twice  a  day,  with  a  gargle  of  alum  (3ij.), 
tr.  capsici  (5ss.),  in  water  (Jviij.)  the  best  treatment,  but 
recommend  you  to  send  him  to  a  doctor. 

66/38.  II.  It.  B.— (1)  The  only  way  to  deal  with  the 
"  malt,  meat,  and  quinine  wine  "  which  keeps  depositing  is 
to  let  it  remain  in  cask  some  months  before  bottling.  You 
should  use  quinine  hydrochlorate,  not  sulphate.  (2)  There 
is  a  note  on  detannating  orange  wine  in  C.  S>  B.,  October  2, 
1897,  page  568.  (3)  The  quinine  is  dissolved  in  wine  by  aid 
of  citric  acid  as  in  the  B.P. 

61/37.  S.  A.— Wecker's  "  Antidotarium  Speciale,"  1602' 
is  a  comparatively  rare  book.  The  first  edition  was  pub 
lished  in  1586,  the  year  of  his  death.  Johann  Jacob  Wecker, 
born  in  1528,  was  a  German  physician  and  litterateur,  and 
author  of  several  books  beside  the  one  you  mention. 

67/11.  Cinchona. — Digestive  Syrup. — See  C.  ,{  B. 
August  22,  1896,  page  330. 

66/63.  Quarens. — There  is  nothing  we  know  of  that 
really  covers  the  smell  of  carbolic  acid  in  a  lotion,  which 
will  persist  when  the  lotion  is  applied. 

67/5.  S.  I.- — Try  some  other  samples  of  gelatine. 
Glycerine  suppositories  are  sent  out  bright  and  clear. 

48/44.  F.  W. — We  cannot  advise  in  the  matter,  which  is 
one  lequiring  the  skill  of  an  orthopEedic  surgeon. 

62/36.  G.  W.  A'.— In  the  1896  Diary  there  are  formiiiljse 
for  concentrated  developers.    Have  you  tried  them  1 


44/73.  South  American  Subscriber. — The  polishing-soaps 
of  the  class  you  mention  are  made  with  fine  silicious 
powders,  and  are  not  injurious  to  the  teeth. 

46/26.  X.  Y.  Z. — The  only  available  books  on  aerated- 
water  manufacture  are  those  supplied  by  the  makers  of 
apparatus,  such  as  Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster  and  Bratby  & 
Hinchliffe. 

46/18.  Alchemist. — A  youth  who  wants  to  be  an  analy- 
tical chemist  should  read  the  advice  given  on  that  point  in 
our  Educational  number,  September  5,  1897. 

47/50.  Anti-Frost. — Mineral  acids  are  not  used  for 
preventing  the  freezing  of  show-bottle  colours  ;  methylated 
spirit  (without  paraffin)  is. 

58/66.  Chemicus. — Legg's  "Urine-testing"  (Lewis, 
2s.)  may  give  you  some  assistance  in  the  matter,  but 
many  of  those  who  claim  that  they  can  judge  disease  by  a 
cursory  examination  of  the  urine  of  the  patient  are  mere 
quacks. 

58/21.    Subscriber. — For  Cleaning  White  Buckskin  use 

a  solution  of  cream  of  tartar  2  oz.,  oxalic  acid  1  oz.,  and 
alum  1  oz.,  in  3  pints  of  water,  and  finish  off  with  pipeclay. 
The  solution  is  really  for  removing  stains. 

59/45.  Cotswold. — (1)  The  book  you  are  thinking  of  as 
being  a  sort  of  French  Martindale's  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  "  is 
Bouchardat's  "  Nouveau  Formulaire  Magistral."  (2)  Tr.  rhei 
co.  and  tr.  gent.  co.  are  not  in  the  Veterinary  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  following  are  the  other  veterinary  tinctures 
you  ask  for  : — Tr.  Camphor®,  Y.P.  (syn.,  spt.  camph.)  : — 

Oz. 

Camphor  1 

Spt.  rect  4 

Tr.  Arnicee,  V.P. : — 

Arnica-root  (bruised) 

Proof  spirit  

Process,  maceration  and  percolation. 
Tr.  Opii,  V.P. : — 

Opium,  in  coarse  powder  ... 
Proof  spirit  

Macerate  seven  days. 

Tr.  Zingiberis,  V.P.:-- 

Ginger,  in  coarse  powder  ... 
Rectified  spirit 
Process  maceration  and  percolation. 
56/17.    Stable.— (V)  Saddle-paste  :— 

Yellow  wax   

Mutton  suet  

Soft  soap   

Moist  sugar  ...  ,  

Turpentine   

Mix. 

(2)  Harness-paste. — To  the  above  add  — 

Lampblack 
Prussian  blue 

53/68.  II.  W.  S.— The  word  you  ask  us  to  read  we  can 
make  nothing  of. 

54/59.  R.  B.—(V)  Soluble  Essence  of  Lemon. -See 
C.  4;  B.,  August  7,  1897,  page  25. 

(2)  Soluble  Essence  of  Giuger:  — 

Tr.  zingib.  fort.        ...    fcx. 

Calcii  chloridi    5iy-  9j. 

Sodii  phosph   Svij. 

Aquse   3XX- 

Dissolve  each  of  the  salts  in  10  oz.  of  water,  add  one  solution  to 
the  tincture,  and  then  the  other,  and  shake  well.  Set  aside  for  a 
day,  and  filter.  Should  either  the  calcium  or  phosphate  solution, 
on  testing,  be  in  excess,  add  a  little  more  of  the  required  solution 
to  neutralise. 

(3)  Stevenson  &  Howell's  "  Manufacture  of  Aerated  Bever- 
ages "  (12s.  6rf.)  will  probably  suit  you. 


1  oz. 
1  pint 


lh  OZ. 

1  pint 


2|  oz. 
1  pint 


Oz. 


Oz. 

24 
I 
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54/28.  Aconitine. — (1)  The  tonic  you  suggest  for  your 
customer  who  wants  to  give  up  the  laudanum-habit  would 
be  improved  as  follows : — 

Ac.  nit.  mnr,  dil.      ...       ...       ...  5i.j- 

Tr.  capsici    ...    ill  xxx. 

Liq.  strychn.    ni  xxxij. 

Inf.  calumbse  ad   

Jss.  t.d.s. 

(2)  If  you  refer  to  G.  ft  D.,  May  15  1897,  page  773,  you 
will  see  that  the  account  you  send  of  the  elephant-poisoning 
is  a  bit  garbled. 

53/1.  Crude. — The  next  Preliminary  Examination  is  in 
April.  All  your  other  questions  you  will  find  fully  antici- 
pated in  the  Educational  number  of  the  C.  $  B.,  September 
4,  1897,  page  401. 

53/5.  Perplexed. — In  cases  of  sensitive  pulp  in  dental 
work,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  arsenical  paste  should  be 
used  to  destroy  the  nerve.  A  good  dentist  would  carefully 
"  cap"  over  the  nerve  (there  are  caps  sold  for  the  purpose) 
before  stopping.  If  arsenical  paste  is  used,  a  piece  the  size 
of  a  pin's  head  is  all  that  is  required.  It  is  kept  in  place 
by  a  mastic-in-chloroform  stopping  to  prevent  it  being 
swallowed. 

51/20.  South-hammer. — If  you  have  a  brother  in  West 
Australia,  you  will  stand  a  better  chance  of  getting  on  than 
if  you  went  out  friendless.  Your  suggestion  of  getting  a 
knowledge  of  assaying  before  emigrating  is  a  good  one. 
The  etymology  of  South-hammer  you  close  your  letter  with 
is  interesting  and  new  to  us. 

51/7.  Khutra. — The  Chloride-of-Silver  Battery  con- 
tains zinc  and  silver,  the  zinc  being  immersed  in  chloride  of 
zinc  and  the  silver  embedded  in  fused  chloride  of  silver.  It 
belongs  to  the  constant-current  class  of  battery.  As  the  zinc 
dissolves  away  metallic  silver  is  deposited  on  the  kathode. 

50/69.  Rhus  Tax. — Legg's  "  Examination  of  the  Urine," 
2s.  (Lewis'),  is  a  reliable  manual. 

42/2.  C.  C.  sends  a  sample  of  Gazogene  Crystals,  which 
he  finds  to  be  alum.  This  was  proved  by  adding  aq.  calcis 
to  slight  milkiness  to  a  solution  and  then  adding  ammonia, 
which  gave  crystals  of  calc.  tart,  and  a  precipitate  of  alum 
hydrate.  This  is  a  somewhat  unusual  substance  to  use  for 
charging  seltzogenes. 

56/73.  Apprentice  —  Use  the  liq.  hydrarg.  nit.  B.P.  for 
silvering  (!)  brass  articles.  You  will  see  how  to  make  it  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia. 

51/5.  E.  B.  F. — Horse-eondiment  for  sale  in  large 
quantities : — 


Ground  ginger 

  3A  lbs 

Aniseed 

 3|  lbs 

Gentian 

 7"  lbs 

Fenugreek     ...       ...  . 

 14  lbs 

Salt   

  28  lbs 

Nitre  

 28  lbs 

Sulphur   

 28  lbs 

Linseed-meal  

 4  cwt. 

Indian  meal  

 10  cwt 

Locust-bean  meal  ... 

 5  cwt 

Mix. 

62/7.  Apprentice. — (1)  A  junior  assistant  (just  out  of  his 
apprenticeship)  generally  gets  about  301.  a  year  indoors. 
(2)  A  post-office  attached  to  a  chemist's  shop  has  generally 
no  influence  on  the  assistant's  salary. 

46/87.  W.  J.  M. — The  Prescription-register  referred  to 
in  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing,"  page  8,  must  be  made  to  order, 
or  you  may  rule  the  pages  of  a  plain  ruled  note-book  in  the 
maimer  indicated,  as  was  done  in  the  original  from  which 
we  got  the  idea. 

29/70.  W.  C.  P. — Sirop  de  Gentiane.— Infuse  1  oz.  of 
sliced  gentian-root  in  15  oz.  of  boiling  water  for  six  hours  ; 
press  and  filter.  In  10  oz.  of  the  filtrate  dissolve  19  oz.  of 
white  sugar. 

Sirop  de  Quinquina. — This  may  be  made  extempora- 
neously by  mixing  ext.  cinchon.  flav.  liq.  §j.  and  syrup  §xv. 


Sirop  de  Sarsapareille. — Sarsaparilla,  10  oz. ;  water,  a 
sufficiency  (3  pints)  Exhaust  the  sarsaparilla  by  decoction  ; 
strain,  and  evaporate  to  16  oz.,  in  which  dissolve  20  oz.  of 
sugar. 

Bouchardat's  "  Nouveau  Formulaire  Magistral  "  (Bailliere 
et  Cie.,  Paris)  is  a  useful  book  for  French  formulte  as  the 
foregoing.    It  costs  about  10s. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information 


62/64.  Proprietors  of  Le  Clerc's  vegetable  liver  and 
kidney  pills. 

66/18.    Makers  of  Daisy  soothing-teats. 

66/57.  Where  can  clarified  liquid  glue,  as  used  by  process- 
workers,  be  obtained  in  bulk  1 


Comtno  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Tuesday,  January  25. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland,  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  Regent  Street,  at  9  p.m.  "  Pharmacography,"  illus- 
trated by  lime-light.    By  Mr.  John  Lothian. 

Wednesday,  January  26. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Association,  Pillar  Room,  Rotunda,  at  9  p.m. 
Second  annual  dance.  Tickets :  7s.  6d.,  gentlemen  ;  5s., 
ladies;  10s.  double.  From  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  V.  John- 
ston, 35  Ranelagh  Road,  Dublin. 

Midland  Chemists  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Restaurant, 
Stephenson  Place,  at  9.15  p.  m.  "  Pharmacy  Law."  By  Mr.  H. 
S.  Lawton. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Nottingham  Section).  Meeting 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Burton  on-Trent,  7.30  P.M.  "  Notes 
from  some  of  the  Technical  Laboratories  in  Copenhagen." 
By  Mr.  J.  Golding.  Discussion  on  R.  M.  Caven's,  B.Sc, 
F.I.C.,  and  Alfred  Hill's  paper  on  "  The  Estimation  of 
Cuprous  Oxide  by  means  of  Standard  Potassium  Perman- 
ganate Solution." 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London),  Westbourne 
Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Musical  and  social 
evening. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Dinner  to  the  Lord 
Mayor.  Tickets  from  Mr.  Harry  Kemp,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 

Thursday,  January  27. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  meeting  at  the  Royal 
Institution  at  7  o'clock.  "  The  Solvent  Action  of  Acetic 
Acid  and  Spirit  on  Colchicum."  By  Messrs.  R.  C.  Cowley  and 
J.  P.  Catford. 

Newport  and,  Mon.  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  dinner  at 
Westgate  Hotel.  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  Benson  Harries,  83  Com- 
mercial Road. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  3  p.m.  "  The  Halogen  Group  of  Elements  "  (Lect.  II.). 
By  Professor  Dewar. 

Friday,  January  28. 

Aberdeen  J unior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  p.m.  "  Glycerine  : 

Manufacture  and  Use."    By  Mr.  R.  Leslie. 
Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants' ,  and  Apprentices'  Association, 

at  9.15  p.m.    "  The  Profession  of  Pharmacy  as  viewed  from 

the  aspect  of  an  Employer."    By  Mr.  W.  M.  Lock. 
Eoyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 

W.,  at  9  p.m.    "  Instinct  and  Intelligence  in  Animals."  By 

Professor  C.  Lloyd  Morgan. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at 
8  p.m.  Supper  at  Grand  Hotel  on  February  8.  Tickets 
(6s.  6d.)  from  Mr.  D.  Watson,  558  Cathcart  Road,  Glasgow. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Annual  dinner  on 
February  10. 


